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THE ROU†ING 
INTRODUCTION 

 
THE ROU†ING is a series of essays on God that were published each week for 

nearly 9 years. This is the story of how they came to be. 
Once upon a time in a land far away, there was a factory that made gears, and 

employed about 1000 people. One day, one of them, a church guy, organized a bunch of 
other church guys within the factory to form a fellowship to pray for God’s guidance and 
blessing on the company; to pray for the needs of the workers; to comfort the sick and 
grieving; and to further the Gospel. 

They called themselves, “The Fairfield Christian Group” (FCG), and their motto 
was, “In Gear for Christ!”  They were all laymen representing a broad spectrum of Chris-
tianity: from Catholic to Protestant, stoic Fundamentalists to babbling Pentecostals. What 
united them was the understanding that all Christians are missionaries (with different 
mission fields), and sharing a common mission field, they should join forces to fulfill the 
Great Commission where they found themselves. 

According to pollsters, the vast majority of people in this land claimed to believe 
in God, while simultaneously; the vast majority did not attend church. The sampling of 
people employed by the gear factory was a representative microcosm of the whole. 

It was apparent to FCG, that while most people didn’t go to church or read their 
Bibles, everyone needed to be exposed to the Word of God, as much as they needed the 
bread that they came to the factory to earn: “It is written, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Mt 4:4).” So the ques-
tion arose of how to further the Gospel in their corporate mission field.  

One church guy suggested that someone could abbreviate sermons given at their 
church, like Reader’s Digest condenses books, include scripture references, and publish 
them weekly on the bulletin boards and in break areas. The whole group approved, and 
commissioned the guy who suggested it to follow through.  

Product flowed through the factory, starting as raw material, from department to 
department having different processes performed at each, then trucked to another depart-
ment until it arrived at shipping complete. When it arrived at each stage, the operator 
would print out a sheet with work instructions that also told the truckers where to move it 
to next. This paper was called a “routing.” FCG decided this was an appropriate title for a 
paper telling people where they need to go, and what to do to get there. 

And so THE ROU†ING was born.   
They’ve been called devotionals, but that’s not actually accurate. The target audi-

ence for devotionals is those who already have a relationship with God, to edify their ex-
isting faith. The target audience of THE ROU†ING was the “unsaved,” to present the truths 
of God, and to debunk myths and Christian stereotypes often portrayed by the world. 

As it happened, the guy who started writing them discovered a gift for presenting 
biblical teachings in parable form, and never did rely on messages previously preached 
from the pulpit. All of them are original. And while FCG expected resistance to the effort 
from cynics or competing religions like the ACLU, that never happened. Ordinary people 
could care less if someone else wants to post their views on the bulletin board. In fact the 
only complaint was from another church guy, who insisted that only ordained priests 
have the authority to speak on God’s behalf. But his initial objections abated.  
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Well, you know how church 
people gab. When word got out that FCG 
was publishing a micro-sermon in their 
workplace, others said that they would 
like to post it at their workplaces as well. 
At the zenith of its popularity, THE 
ROU†ING was printed under 6 different 
mastheads, and distributed at 6 different 
venues: the gear factory, a trailer factory, 
an aluminum plant, a paint factory, a 
transmission shop, and a gas station. 

 Average people with no active 
interest in religion would read them 
regularly. Why? They were bored. Every 
workplace has areas where you have to 
stand and wait for something, or a break 
area, where there is idle time. Inquisitive 
souls will pick up anything at hand and 
peruse it whether it interests them or not. 

Sunday school teachers were 
using them as lessons. Each edition had 
at least 7 scripture references, so there 
was plenty of ammo for rooting around 
in the bible to substantiate the message. 

A local pastor confided to one 
FCG member that he envied them. He 
preached to a congregation of 120 
people, but they were already saved. And 
the content of his ministry had to 
conform to denominational guidelines. 
Here these laymen were, reaching 
potentially 1000’s of lost souls, didn’t 
require ordination, and didn’t have to 
worry about losing their tax-exempt 
status if they stepped on anyone’s toes. 

So is the content of them 
biblically sound? Read them and judge for yourself. They passed the Grandma test. Many 
times workers would question whether something written was true, and they would take 
them home and ask Mom or Grandma to authenticate. If she says it’s true, it’s gospel. 
Nobody knows God like Grandma does.  

 The purpose of this book is to provoke others to emulation. There are scores of 
Christians who feel like they should be witnessing to those around them, but are too timid 
to approach them. This is a non-intrusive way of doing so. You can use the messages al-
ready prepared in the volumes contained here. If you don’t like the content of the mes-
sages, use the method and apply your own messages. Condensing sermons from audio 
taped church services is still a good idea – like Cliffe’s Notes. 
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It’s a concept FCG called, “bulletin board evangelism” or “workplace evangel-
ism” Anyone can do it. And the venues aren’t limited to workplaces. Other suggested 
points of circulation were the racks of free literature often found in the breezeway of gro-
cery stores, waiting rooms and lobbies. With the advent of the internet, email and blogs, 
distribution is not limited by printing costs. Make the content engaging and your audience 
will return. 

So if you’re looking for a ministry that doesn’t require speaking skills or a divin-
ity degree, here’s an opportunity for you to get “In Gear For Christ!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“In Gear For Christ” 



ROU†ING 
  

FCG “In Gear For Christ” FCG 

1.   The Very First Routing: Definition 
2.    Prayed for a million bucks? 
3.    Are you a Rebel? 
4.    Pop Lyrics 
5.    Angry God myth 
6.   Are you a man after you own fashion? 
7.    Definition of Righteous 
8.    Not ready to settle down 
9.    Man does not live by ________. 
10.  Faith = tough stuff 
11.  Ante up 
12.  Trinity 
13.  Fast, friendly, free delivery 
14.  Mmm Mmm Good 
15.  Lassie Come Home 
16.  Who wrote the book of love? 
17.  Tune in, turn on, and drop out 
18.  Take this job and shove it 
19.  With liberty and justice for all 
20.  Film at Eleven 
21.  Gentlemen, start your engines 
22.  Truth, whole truth, nothing but 
23.  No strings attached 
24.  Essay Test 
25.  So you can rest medicine 
26.  Remember the Alamo 

27.  God is my provider. Send me your $ 
28.  Stops at railroad crossings 
29.  I love my job 
30.  Blub, blub, blub, blub… 
31.  Get those tough stains out 
32.  Do you believe in ghosts? 
33.  4th down  & goal to go 
34.  In emergency, dial 911 
35.  Yours truly, signed, Dad 
36.  Duty, honor, Country 
37.  What’s your source 
38.  Nearly every kernel pops 
39.  No shoes, no shirt, no service 
40.  Whatcha gonna do Bad Boys? 
41.  Are you a person of substance? 
42.  Silver wings upon their chests 
43.  A maze in grace 
44.  Letter in your bag for me 
45.  Lights, camera, action 
46.  Life, liberty, and pursuit 
47.  Coming attractions 
48.  You’re fired 
49.  Your wish is my command 
50.  Alright Mugsy, now you’re gonna pay 
51. Welcome to Sherwood Forest 
52. The Customer is always right 

 

FAIRFIELD 
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No. 1                  
Absolutely Free  
 

ROUTE (root, rout)n. Abbr. rte. 1. A road, course. or WAY for 
travel from  one place to another.-See synonyms at WAY. tr.v. 
routed, ROUTING, routes. 1. To send along; forward. 
 
JOHN 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the WAY the truth and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me. 

 
 From it's inception, one of the primary goals of the Fairfield Christian 
Group has been to spread the gospel, or Good News, of Jesus Christ. Almost 
everybody knows that the Good News is that Jesus died for your sins, that 
you might obtain eternal life. But that's just the headline! 
 It's the goal of FCG to fill you in on all the details: the who, what, 
why, and how the Good News applies to you. 
 Why? 
 Before Adam sinned, he and God had a great relationship going. 
When Adam blew it, that relationship was broken, and God and man have 
been separated ever since (Gen 1-3). But it has been God's desire all along to 
develop a one on one personal relationship with every person he has created. 
 
 RECONCILE (rek'ën-sil) v. 1. To re-establish friendship between. 
 
 One of the things Jesus accomplished when he died on the cross was 
reconciling us with God (Rom 5:10, Heb 2:17). The Bible says Christians 
have been entrusted with the word of, and the ministry of reconciliation (2 
Cor 5:18-21). That word of reconciliation is the complete gospel of Jesus. 
 So, FCG has decided to publish "The Rou†ing" in an effort to fulfill 
this obligation, and to provide you with some insight to the significance of 
salvation through Jesus. We hope you enjoy reading it, and that it has a 
lasting impact on your life. 
 

 
JESUS IS THE WAY! 
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       Have you ever prayed for a million bucks? How about. "Oh God, if 
you'll let me hit the lottery, I promise I'll give half of it to charity"? If you've 
never prayed something similar to this, you're an endangered species. 
       But Jesus said that you couldn’t serve both God and money. You'll be 
loyal to one or the other, but not both (Matt.6:24, Luke 16:13). So, if you 
decide to serve God, you can forget about ever making a bunch of money 
right? 
       Wrong. Jesus said to seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and all your material needs would be provided for you (Matt. 
6:33-34). Material needs means the bare minimum right? 
       No way! Look at King Solomon. God asked him, "What do you want 
from me, just ask?" Solomon said (to paraphrase), "Gee, you've already been 
pretty good to me and my family, and you've put me in charge of all this 
stuff; Give me the wisdom I need to do it well" (1 Kings 3:5-13). 
       This answer pleased God so much, that he made Solomon the richest, 
most honored king there ever was. Just like Jesus said, he sought God's will 
first, and all the goodies were kicked in. 
       Easy enough for Solomon you might say, God told him he could have 
whatever he asked for. 
       Exactly. He says the same thing to you today. Jesus told his disciples, 
"Have faith in God...and you shall have whatever you say" (Matt.21:22,  
Mark 11:22-24, John 16:23). If you seek God's will first, then this promise 
applies to you, just as it did to disciples of Jesus' day. This doesn't mean it's 
God's will that everyone who serves him should be a millionaire, but it's 
apparent he doesn't plan to keep us lean and hungry either. 
       However, if your sole purpose in seeking God is to line your pockets, 
don't hold your breath waiting for the answer to your prayers (James 4:3). 
Jesus said that a man's life does not consist of the abundance of things he 
owns (Luke 12:15). 
       But if you'd like to get results like Solomon, you might try praying like 
he did: "Gee God, you've been pretty good to me so far, and I know you put 
me where I am for a reason; Show me what you'd have me do, and help me 
do it to your liking." 
       The odds of your life improving from such a prayer are better than 
hitting the lottery, and just like salvation, it's absolutely free! 
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       Do you consider yourself a rebel, a loner, an outcast, el lobo solo, the 
black sheep? Are you a Bob Seger kinda guy: like a rock, hard against the 
wind, "I'm not a number"? 
       Great! You're exactly the kind of person God is looking for...not to 
change, to use. A dude with an attitude. You see, God wants everyone to 
understand him, and to learn his ways (1 Tim. 2:4, 2Pet. 3:9). However, 
there seems to be a myriad of people who claim to be speaking on his behalf 
making fools of themselves. 
       People who would like to believe that God is cool, and would consider 
following his ways, look at the people who claim to be doing so and see a 
flock of clowns. Since they don't want to look like a buffoon or a hypocrite, 
they don't try to learn about him at all. But God's not a nerd, a hypocrite, a 
retard or a screwball. 
       That's why God needs you: Someone who can show others that his ways 
make sense, and that they really work. The Bible says he's constantly 
looking for someone to represent him (2 Chron. 16:9). Don't worry about 
whether you're worthy or not; The Bible says nobody ever has been worthy 
(Romans 3:10-12). God is just looking for someone who is willing (Isa 6:8). 
       Rebellion is considered a sin (1 Sam. 15:23), but that means rebellion 
against God, not man. If anybody was a non-conformist, it was Jesus. He 
broke the rules all the time! All the heroes of the Bible stood against fierce 
opposition from the majority. 
       So, if you're the kind of person who's not afraid to cut against the grain 
and stand apart from the crowd, it could very well be that God created you 
that way for his purposes. You can personally save others from damnation 
(James 5:19-20), and be a hero to God. 
       Remember, an "atta-boy" from your boss only lasts until your next 
"oops", but an "atta-boy" from God lasts forever. 
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      "Give me the beat boys to free my soul; I want to get lost in your rock 
and roll, and drift away." 

Dobie Gray - Drift Away, 1973 
 

       "Lean on me, when you're not strong, and I'll be your friend, I'll help 
you carry on. For, it won"t be long, 'till I'm gonna need somebody to lean 
on." 

Bill Withers - Lean on me, 1972 
 

       Drift away from what, reality? Why? Why do I need somebody to lean 
on? 
       The average person encounters so much anxiety, stress, and mental 
anguish from the pressures of everyday life, it's hard to understand how half 
of us cope. That's why songs like these will always be popular: Everyone 
can relate to them. It would be so nice to be able to escape from our 
problems, or pawn them off on somebody else, free and clear. 
       Most people who are involved with drugs or alcohol know they have a 
problem, yet they continue in it anyway because the only time they're not 
overwhelmed by the pressures of this life is when they've got a buzz. But 
drugs and alcohol are not the answer. They only offer a temporary solution: 
Once the effect wears off, the situation remains the same. 
       The lyrics to these songs are soothing, but the truth is, the beat boys 
can't really free your soul, and Bill Withers just isn't around any time for all 
of us to lean on. 
       But Jesus is. He said that if anyone is weary, you can come to him, and 
he will give you rest (Matt. 11;28). He said not to worry; Worrying never 
helped anybody (Matt. 6:25-34). Because he cares for you, you can cast your 
cares on him (1 Pet. 5:7), and peace that you can't even understand will keep 
your heart and mind (Philippians 4:6-7). If you'll commit the things you do 
to him, he'll see to it that everything will work out (Prov. 16:3). If you'll just 
trust in him, he'll show you what to do (Prov.3:5-6). 
       These are just a few of the promises God offers to those who will put 
their faith in him. That's why Jesus said that if you'll just accept him, and 
learn of him, you'll find rest for your soul (Matt. 11:29). It sounds great 
doesn't it? 
       You've got God's word on it. Salvation through Jesus is the only thing in 
the world that sounds too good to be true, yet is. And one of the best parts is 
- it's Absolutely Free! 
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       Some people's idea of God is an immense, angry, old guy with a big 
stick and a handful of lightning bolts, who's just waiting for you to slip-up, 
so he can blast you. But that's not the picture the bible paints of him at all. 
       Jesus describes God as our loving, caring father who forgives us when 
we make mistakes (Luke 15:11-31). The Bible says that if you believe Jesus, 
and that he died for your sins, and you accept him as your Lord, you become 
an adopted child of God: A member of his beloved family (Gal. 3:26). It 
promises that as a child of God, along with Jesus you become an heir of 
God's kingdom (Rom. 8:14-17, Gal. 3:29-4:7, James 2:5). 
       Imagine that you have a child that you love very, very much, and that he 
or she misbehaves occasionally in school. Now imagine that you're retired 
and have eight hundred and fifty billion dollars in your checking account. 
One day, you have your limousine pull into one of your convenience stores, 
to get a cup of coffee. While inside, you notice your child is ogling one of 
the candy bars. When you ask them if they'd like for you to buy one for them 
they say, "Well yes, but since I got in trouble in school last week, I know I 
don't deserve it." 
       Wouldn't you tell them it's OK? Wouldn't you say, "Oh it's alright, I've 
already forgiven you. If one of those candy bars would make you happy, I'll 
buy you the factory that makes 'em if you'd like, because I love you and 
you're special to me”? 
       Well Jesus said that even though we like to give good gifts to our kids, 
God loves us even more, and desires even more to give us the things we ask 
(Matt. 7:11). He doesn't hold our mistakes over our head (James 1:5), if we 
own up to the things we've done wrong, he's quick to forgive us (1 John 1:9). 
       You don't make your kids earn their Christmas presents do you? Neither 
does God. That's why salvation is Absolutely Free. 
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       Are you a man after your own fashion: Come and go as you please, 
not tied down by anybody else's ideas about how you should be? A free 
spirit? 
       Probably not. If you work for somebody else, pay taxes or obey laws, 
you're not in control of your life. You have to comply with rules that 
someone else has imposed. 
       If you don't like being subject to the laws and systems of this country, 
you can leave and go elsewhere. Know what you'll find? Somebody else's 
rules you'll have to follow. It seems that there's nowhere in this world you 
can go without having to obey somebody. 
       According to the Bible, that's how it works in the spirit world too. Like 
it or not, you are servant to whom you follow (Rom. 6:16). There's no such 
thing as being "middle of the road". Jesus said that if you are not with him, 
you are against him (Matt. 12:30). He also said that there's only one way to 
heaven, and he is it (John 14:6). 
       In the garden of Eden, God put Adam in charge of all he created. The 
only rule to obey was: "Don't eat that." Then the Devil said, "Oh go ahead, 
eat it." Adam chose to obey the Devil instead of God (he sinned), and the 
Devil was given power to inflict pain and death to mankind ever since (Gen. 
1:26-3:24). So it's true, you do become subject to whom you obey. 
       But Jesus didn't sin. Because he was punished as a sinner though not 
guilty, he was able to apply the price he paid to pay for somebody else's 
sins... everybody's (John 3:16-17, 2Cor. 5:21). So you can be free: Free from 
the rule of sin and death (Rom. 8:2). Bail has been posted, and the price of 
your freedom was Christ's blood (Acts 20:28). 
       So then your salvation isn't actually "absolutely free", it's just already 
"paid for".                   



 The Routing: Volume 1 

 7 

 Right-eous 
 
  (rḯ chis) —adj.  1. Meeting the standards of what is right and 
just. [OE rihtwïs :  right + wise.] 
     Righteous = rightwise: As opposed to sideways, or upside-down. 
     Many people are confused as to what righteousness is. Most people think 
that the less you sin, the more righteous you are. Nope. That's Holiness. 
Righteousness is how you stand. If you are a member of a group, or club 
where you have to pay dues, as long as your dues are paid up, you are a 
member in good standing. This means you are entitled to all the benefits and 
privileges the group has to offer. In other words, you are found righteous in 
the eyes of the organization. 
     The Bible says that Jesus paid our dues, so that we would be considered 
just as righteous as he is (2 Cor 5:21,Rom3:21-23), and he's invited us all to 
join him at Club Heaven. A lot of people think that they are righteous 
because they go to church, or they do more for the community than others. 
Not only do they think that they are righteous, but they look down on other 
people who they suppose are less righteous than themselves. But that's self-
righteousness, and according to Club Heaven's bylaws, it's not worth a plug 
nickel toward getting you in the door. 
     You see, it's not by the wonderful things you've done that you get into 
Heaven; if it were, we'd all be lost (Matt 19:25-26, Rom8:23). It's by the 
wonderful things Jesus has done (Luke19:10, Gal1:4). The lifetime 
membership he bought for us comes with a free never-ending life 
(John10:28). It's for you to decide, the invitation to be righteous is extended 
to everyone who is simply willing to believe him (John3:16+17).  
     You don't have to accept if you don't want to, but since your own 
personal membership is already paid for...it's Absolutely Free! 
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       A lot of people think, "Yeah, I believe in Jesus, but I'm just not ready to 
settle down and clean up my act." Other's say, "I believe in Jesus, it's church 
people I don't believe in." Yes, it's true; There are many hypocrites who go 
to church. There are also many hypocrites who go to the grocery store. 
       You go to the grocery store don't you? You probably understand the 
need for food, and recognize it as a good place to get some. Jesus said that 
just as important is the need for a steady diet of the word of God (Matt 4:4, 
Luke 4:4). Most people recognize church as a good place to get some. Oh, 
you can get by OK spiritually by staying at home, and studying your bible. 
You can also grow turnips out in your back yard, raise chickens, and not 
need to go to the grocery store. Of course, you won't have any spare time, 
but you'll be self-sufficient. 
       You know the need for money, and you know that there are hypocrites 
where you work, but that doesn't stop you from showing up every week. Just 
like you need money in this world, the bible says you need faith to get along 
spiritually (Hab 2:4, Heb 11:1-40). Like money, the more faith you have, the 
more you can accomplish. So how do you get more faith? According to the 
bible, faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom 10:17).  
       Which church denomination is the best? Which grocery store is the 
best? If the word  being preached from the pulpit is the Gospel of the Holy 
Bible, you'll be better nourished than not going at all. 
       You might say, "That's all well and good, but I'm still not ready to settle 
down." So what? That doesn't keep you out of the grocery store. Thinking 
you have to straighten up before you can go to a church is like thinking you 
need to learn how to fly a jet and fire a cannon before you can join the 
military. All you need to do is show up. After a while you'll figure out what 
part you play. Just like not everybody in the military is a pilot, not everyone 
in church has to wear a liesure suit and white shoes. 
       "Yeah, but to go to church yet continue to do things you know are 
wrong, doesn't that make you a hypocrite?" No. It means you're showing 
God you're making an effort to improve. Everybody does things they know 
are wrong (Rom 3:23, 1 John 1:8), it's when you pretend you don't, and act 
holier than others that you become a hypocrite. 
       So, though it's not necessary, it's a good idea to go to church. There's a 
lot of good eatin' out there, and unlike the grocery store, it's Absolutely Free! 
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Fill in the blanks 
 Man does not live by ______________________. 

      Well that's easy. Even people who have never been to church can finish 
that sentence: bread alone. 

 ...But by _____________________________. 
       The sentence doesn't end with "bread alone". It goes on to tell us exactly 
what man does live by. Jesus gave us the complete picture by saying, "Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God"(Matt 4:4, Luke 4:4).  
       Right away many people take that to mean that the Bible is a book full 
of rules, and you've got to live by every one of them. Wrong. Then people 
think: Well, if I don't read the thing, then I won't know what the rules are, 
and then I can't be expected to have to obey them. Wrong again. 
        The Bible isn't a book full of rules; It's a book full of promises. Not 
reading it doesn't keep you from having to obey rules, it keeps you from 
knowing what the promises are, and how to receive them. If more people 
knew what was actually in the Bible, they wouldn't be deceived by fanatics 
who go door to door preaching trash. 
       The Bible very clearly points out, that it is impossible to make it by 
following rules (Rom 3:9-26). That's why it was necessary for Jesus to die 
on the cross: All the broken rules had to be punished, and because God loves 
us, he took the punishment for us, so we could be saved from it (John 3:14-
17). That's why he's called our Savior. He's also called the Word of God 
(John 1:1). So if you know Jesus, you know every word of God. 
       You're not freed from anything by avoiding knowledge. Even in this 
world, if you kill somebody and tell the judge you didn't know it was illegal, 
you're not freed from responsibility. But the Bible says knowing the truth 
sets you free (John 8:32), and that Jesus is that truth (John 14:6). 
       Once you understand what the Bible really has to say, You'll have that 
every word of God to live by, and you'll know the truth, and you'll be 
Absolutely Free! 
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       Faith. Tough stuff. According to the Bible, it can move mountains, 
heal the sick, throw trees into the sea, raise the dead, and just about anything 
else God wants to do with it (Matt 21:21, James 5:15, Luke 17:6, Mark 
5:36). 
       The cool part is, that God uses us to do it through. For instance: God 
was able to part the Red Sea by himself, but he did it through Moses (Ex 
14:21). He was able to kill Goliath any time he wanted to, but he did it 
through David (1 Sam 17:50). Both of these guys were sinners. The Bible 
tells us about some of the sins they committed. So it wasn't because they 
were super-holy. It was simply because they had faith in God. 
       Fear is the exact same thing as faith. You can either have faith, that God 
will do wonderful things in your life; or you can have fear that the Devil will 
do terrible things in your life. For instance: The idea crosses your mind to 
start your own business. Then fear steps in; "Oh, I could never do that. Too 
much competition." If fear is your faith, and you believe that you can't start 
your own business, it will be true. You won't be able to do it. 
       When Jesus walked on water, he told Peter to do likewise. Because 
Peter believed in Jesus, he stepped out of the boat, and shazaam...He was 
walking on water! Then fear replaced his faith and said, "Hey, you can't 
walk on water." Immediately he began to sink (Matt 14:28-30). It was his 
choice. He chose to believe the Devil, telling him that he was not capable of 
doing, what Jesus had proven he was able to do. That which he believed 
came to pass in both instances. 
       So it is with us. It is a choice. Once you establish that you believe in 
God, he can do amazing things with you. When God told Moses to stretch 
out his hand over the sea and divide it (Ex 14:16), Moses could have 
answered with, "I don't think so, it's not gonna happen." But because he 
believed that God was able to do what he said, God worked a colossal 
miracle at his hand. 
       God is able to do what he has said. Get a Bible. Find out for yourself 
exactly what God does have to say. Don't rely on someone else's faith to 
secure your salvation. Salvation comes through faith (Eph 2:8). It is a gift 
from God, and everybody knows a gift is Absolutely Free!  
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      Ante up. Do you like to gamble? Would you care to place a little wager? 
Do you like to play high stakes, and make it interesting?  
       In the movie Casablanca, There's a scene where Humphrey Bogart, the 
owner of a little casino in North Africa, suggests to one of his patrons to lay 
their bet on 22 black, at the roulette table. They won. He told them to do it 
again. They won again. 
       Isn't it more fun to gamble when the owner of the casino is telling you 
how to win every time? What would have happened if the young man in the 
movie would have said, "Thanks Rick, but I'll play my own numbers"? 
Wouldn't you have left the movie thinking, "What a stooge! The guy was 
told exactly how to win, and he blew it off"? 
       Just like Humphrey Bogart, God is leaning over your shoulder giving 
you a little helpful advice. You can blow it off if you want to. It's your 
choice. The roulette wheel can't stop on 17 different numbers at once, so 
everybody doesn't end up a winner.  
       When the wheel stops on 22 black, only those with their bet placed on 
that number win. So when this life stops, only the people who placed their 
faith in Jesus will win (John 14:6). In Las Vegas, if you lose, you don't get to 
say, "I got gypped...I want my money back!" Neither does it work that way 
in heaven. However you're just as free to lose if you want to. But since the 
owner of the place has been whispering to you all along, how to win, there 
won't be any excuses (Luke 16:19-31, John 3:17-18). 
       Of course this is just the way the Bible says it is. But how much are you 
willing to bet that it might not be that way? Everything? Forever? Well, you 
only get one chip. If it's not placed without question on Jesus, then that's 
exactly what you're doing. If there are questions, then your hand is still on 
the chip, and you could be persuaded to move it.  
       Don't be a stooge (Luke 12:20+21); Trust the guy who runs the place 
(Prov 3;5). He'll tell you how to win every time (John 16:13). The longer 
you play that winning number, the greater the value of your chip, when you 
go to cash it in (Matt 6:19-21). 
       Casablanca is the story of a guy who got walked on, helped others 
escape persecution, and sacrificed himself in the end; Just like the Gospel. 
But in this casino, you don't need any money to play. The winnings here are 
Absolutely Free! 
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 The Holy Trinity. Easy to understand huh? Jesus is God's son, yet 
he's God, yet they're not alone, there's also the Holy Spirit, who is God. 
 In the winter of 1982, an Air Florida jet liner plunged into the icy 
waters of the Potomac River in Washington D.C.. Several people were 
spotted outside the wreckage, surviving a terrible crash, only to be freezing 
to death in the bone chilling water. The most heroic scene was undoubtedly 
when a man dove into the lethally cold water to save a dazed passenger, who 
looked like she was going down for the last time. 
 What would you have done in that situation? Imagine what would be 
going on in your head, when the idea to jump in crossed your mind. The 
compassion in your spirit would shout, "She's not gonna make it, you've got 
to do something!" But your mind would say, "Man that's sub-freezing water. 
You jump into that, and you could die." Meanwhile, your body is telling 
you, "Hey, I'm comfortable up here in my nice warm arctic parka. I'm sure 
not in the mood to go swimming." 
 The Bible says that we were created in the image of God (Gen 1:27). 
Once we examine ourselves, and understand that we are a three part being, 
spirit, mind, and body (Mark 12:30), we can better understand how God can 
be a three part being (Matt 28:19), yet be one God.   
 One cold day up in Heaven, God found himself standing on the banks 
of the Earth, watching the people he loved, drowning in sin. God, the Holy 
Spirit said to himself, "They're not gonna make it, you've got to do 
something!" Then God, the Father said, "You go down there, and you're 
gonna die, no two ways about it." Then God, Jesus said, "Up here in Heaven, 
I dwell in splendor and glory (John 17:5). If I go down there, I'll have to give 
all this up, become like one of them, endure pain, and allow sin to engulf 
me." 
 Because of the wonderful nature of his Spirit, God decided to take the 
plunge. He came to Earth as a man in the form of Jesus, to save us from sin 
(John 3:16, Rom 8:1-3). If you feel trapped by sin, you need only ask, and he 
will rescue you (Luke 11:9). That's the whole reason he came here, so you 
won't be putting him out, and it's Absolutely Free. 
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 Fast, friendly, free delivery. 
 It works for pizza shops, maybe it would be a good slogan for a 
church. Because that's exactly what people come to God for: delivery from 
sin, delivery from their past, delivery from pain and depression and 
hopelessness. 
 It seems like the sales pitch some Christians are known for using isn't 
working that well: "Repent, or burn in hell", or "You need to quit doing 
those things you do, and straighten up." They sound like the character, Aunt 
Esther, on the old Sanford and Son TV show: puritanical, judgmental and 
condemning. What a fun crowd. 
 The problem with that kind of preaching, is that it's not realistic, let 
alone appetizing. The Bible says, that people sin, because they are slaves to 
sin (Rom 6:16). A good example of that is kleptomaniacs. They feel 
compelled to steal. They can't help it. 
 To tell them they need to stop, only shows them that you don't 
understand the problem. Being a slave is like being a prisoner. Nobody goes 
down to the County Jail, and tells the prisoners, "You just need to get out of 
here, that's your problem." They already know the problem, what they need 
is somebody to set them free. If slaves could just change their mind and 
decide not to be one anymore, then the Civil War was a complete waste of 
time. But like the prisoner, and the kleptomaniac, they couldn't help 
themselves. 
 Neither can we. The Bible says that we have all come under the power 
of sin (Gal 3:22). But Jesus came to set us free (Luke 4:18). If it weren't 
necessary, he wouldn't have done it (Matt 26:39). But since he did, the guilt 
for our sins has already been punished. 
 The power that sin has over us is guilt. Because you were guilty of 
obeying it, you were made its slave. When you accept Jesus as your savior, 
and ask him to forgive you for the sins you've committed, he does (1 John 
1:9). Once you're forgiven, the power of sin is broken, and then can you be 
delivered from it (Matt 9:1-7, Matt 12:29).  
 To try to conquer sin in your life without Jesus is futile. Only God can 
do God's job, and he does it fast, friendly, and Absolutely Free.   
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 Mmm Mmm Good! 
 A baked potato with the meat of it all fluffed, and yellow from the 
melted butter. Chives sprinkled on top of it, and a dash of paprika for added 
color. On the plate is a sprig of parsley, and a soufflé cup of sour cream. 
Sound good? 
         Beside all the dressing up, it's still just a hot potato. But when some 
one who knows food gets their hands on it, it becomes a culinary delight. At 
chefs' school, they teach that a major portion of preparing a dish is making it 
look good. That's where they teach to make ice sculptures, and put a cherry 
on top of desserts. 
 They also teach how to season food, to make it taste scrumptious. 
Face it, a potato without salt, or butter, or something to season it is pretty 
bland. But you can smell the french fries from a fast food place a block 
away. Then you start to crave them. Knowing that a potato untouched is 
unappealing, it must be the way it is prepared that makes it delicious; the oil 
it's cooked in, and the salt. 
 Just as you can order fries in one restaurant that come out crispy and 
delicious, but at the next place they're soggy and cold; You can listen to one 
person talk about God and think, "Wow, they know what they're talking 
about, I want to hear more", and the next person you hear, makes God sound 
about as exciting as day old bread. There are good cooks, and there are poor 
cooks. 
 Jesus said that man needs the word of God, just as he does food (Matt 
4:4, Luke 4:4). The Bible says that Jesus is the word of God (John 1:14), and 
that he is our spiritual food (John 6:32-35). Before he ascended up to 
heaven, he told Peter to feed his sheep (John 21:15-17), meaning to teach 
people the word of God. He also said that believers are the salt of the earth 
(Matt 5:13). 
 If salt loses its flavor, it's worthless. In other words, if the things we 
say and do as Christians don't draw others to Jesus (Psalms 51:13), we're not 
doing him any good. If you can do a better job of preparing the Word of God 
than those who are, by all means, show them how it's done. Get yourself a 
cookbook, any bible will do, and study up. You might even try chefs' school 
(church). 
 Don't worry about the tuition, you can accept Jesus, and God will give 
you a scholarship, the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13), Absolutely Free.  
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 Lassie Come Home. 
 If you've never owned a pet that you became attached to, you've 
certainly seen movies or television shows where people did, and can relate to 
the pet master relationship. It's the same whether it was Lassie, Flipper, 
Black Beauty, or R2-D2. 
 Gentle Ben was a pet bear. He seemed pretty docile because he was 
tame. Thus he and his owners could have affectionate contact. But if one of 
those same owners decided to go pet a wild bear, the contact they received 
might not be so affectionate. 
 So it is with God's pet children (believers) and other people. When he 
came to Earth as Jesus, he was treated pretty rough by those who didn't 
believe in him (Acts 2:22+23). It's not that other people are more evil than 
believers; they simply don't know God's ways, and don't know how to react 
to him (Rom 10:14). 
 So it is with animals. Horses don't know how to respond to bridle and 
bit until they're trained. Likewise dogs to sit, stay and heel. Until someone 
teaches them how to respond to their master, they act no different than an 
untamed animal. 
 The difference between the pet/master relationship and the 
servant/master relationship, is the bond of love. If you hire someone to mow 
your lawn and they don't do it, you fire them and hire some one else. But if 
you own a dog that you love, and it doesn't fetch, you don't take it to the 
pound and get another. You just love the dog the way it is. 
 This is like the relationship we have with God. If we don't perform 
perfectly, he doesn't evaporate us and create another. He loves us as we are 
(Rom 5:8, 1John 4:19). He designed each of us the way we are, so he's not 
going to hold our imperfections against us.  
 But the bond of love is even stronger between God and us, because 
ours is also a child/father relationship (Rom 8:14-16). The Bible says that 
when we submit to him to be our master, he doesn't say, "Welcome on 
board, new employee," but rather, "Welcome home my child" (Luke 15:21-
24). 
 Until we go to be with him, we'll never be able to fully understand 
how much he really does love us (Eph 3:17-19). Like pets, he doesn't love us 
for the things we do, but for who we are. So we don't have to do anything to 
earn it, it's Absolutely Free. 
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 Who wrote the book of love? 
 Since the movie "The Exorcist" came out in the 70's, the term "demon 
possession" has become commonly understood. In short, a person is 
overcome by an evil spirit, and their actions are no longer theirs, but a spirit 
doing something through them.  
 So if evil spirits exist, and they're able to enter people (John 13:27), 
and influence, or in extreme cases, control them (Mark 9:18); It stands to 
reason that the Holy Spirit of God is just as able to do the same (Acts 2:4). 
The Bible contains several instances of men performing miracles: The Holy 
Spirit performs the miracle through a man.  
 This, according to the Bible, is how it was written: By God, through 
men (Mark 12:36, 2Tim 3:16, Rev 1:10+11). 
  Yeah, but that was thousands of years ago. It's been interpreted and 
translated so many times since then, how do you know people haven't 
changed what it said?  
 Translators don't work from other translations. They study the oldest 
and most reliable manuscripts. The 1st part of the Bible was written in 
Hebrew. The 2nd part was written in Greek. These are not lost languages. In 
Greece, they still speak Greek to this day. In Israel, they still speak Hebrew 
today. If you try to change the words or meanings around, you'll get caught. 
It has happened. 
 Many people are willing to believe that one part of the Bible is God's 
word, but not another part. If you're willing to believe that it's been 
misquoted in the translation, how can you be sure which part is valid, and 
which part is bogus? Your faith then is not based on the grace and wisdom 
of God, but on your own intellect. Good luck. 
 If this is your belief, then you’re probably resigned to stick out this 
life, and find out how it really works when it's over. But if you choose to 
believe that what the Bible says really is the word of God, you can begin to 
apply it's principles to your everyday life, and find out that it really works 
before it's over. 
 When God gave us his Word, it was a promise; Not sometimes yes, 
sometimes no, but always yes, because it's a promise to those who believe (2 
cor 1:19+20). That promise is salvation, and he gives it to us Absolutely 
Free. 
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 Tune in, turn on, and drop out.   
 You've got a long distance call from Hell; Will you accept the 
charges? Any time you carry on dialog with the Devil, you're going to have 
to pay. The first thing Eve did wrong in the Garden of Eden was to have a 
conversation with the Devil (Gen 3:1-3). If she would have just not listened 
to him, he would not have convinced her to sin. 
 Likewise, it is with us. When thoughts come into our mind, tempting 
us to do something that we know is wrong, it's a spiritual phone call from the 
same Devil. You don't have to accept that call. If he calls back again, hang 
up again. The Bible says that if you resist him, he'll leave you alone (James 
4:7). It's when you start listening to his reasoning, and advice that you get 
into trouble. 
 Even if you're already a full-fledged Christian, if you receive the call, 
you will pay the Charges. Your reward in Heaven will be based on your 
works (Matt 16:27). So, the more you talk to the Devil, the more you will 
sin, and the less will be your reward.  
 Meanwhile, the whole time you talk to the Devil, God is on hold on 
another line. He always wants to talk with you (Luke 18:1). He wants to hear 
you pour out your heart to him, and he wants to tell you his plans for you – 
always good, never bad (Jer 29:11).  
 Many people don't pray because they don't know if God really exists. 
God can't answer a prayer that's not prayed. He can't prove himself to you if 
you don't call on him. Once you begin to pray, and have your prayers 
answered consistently, then you'll know without a doubt that He is real, and 
that He loves you; No matter what anyone else says. 
 So, tune in and turn on to the Holy Spirit of God, and drop out of the 
stereotype image the world would have you conform to (Rom 12:2). Real 
men don't have to smoke a certain brand of cigarette, drink a certain brand of 
beer, use a certain brand of foul language, or kill every one who offends 
them. 
 You've got a phone call from God; will you accept him? It's a local 
call (Luke 21:31), so you won't have to pay any charges; It's Absolutely 
Free. 
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 "Take this job and shove it!" – Johnny Paycheck. 
 Have you ever considered leaving your job? Kinda scary isn't it? Even 
if it's to take a better one somewhere else. Once you've got a steady income, 
whether you like your job or not, you learn to rely on it as your source of 
stability.  
 To make a change, you've got to muster the courage to tear yourself 
away from all the things you've grown accustomed to, and step into the great 
unknown. It's a big step. 
 Man is by nature, a creature of habit. Anything that disrupts his 
routine, throws him off balance. Going through the same motions every day, 
you don't have to think. To step out of that routine, you have to fire your 
brain back up. That's where it gets scary. As long as you don't have to make 
new decisions; you don't have to worry about making a bad decision: No 
accountability. 
 Spiritually, there are only two companies you can work for: Sin Inc., 
and Righteousness Mfg. Co. (Rom 8:2). Both companies offer a decent 
salary, with fringe benefits. Sin Inc. offers judgment. Once you've earned 
that, you can get a promotion, and bring home death (Rom 6:23). After that 
you can rise to an eternal position of torment in agony (Rev 21:8). 
 Righteousness Mfg.Co., offers forgiveness. You can't earn that. It's 
one of the perks of the company. Then you can receive blessings, then life 
everlasting without sickness, or pain, or grief (Isaiah 65:17-19). It gets better 
after that, but nobody knows how much better (1 Cor 2:9). 
 Both employers have a place on staff for you. Since there is no such 
thing as spiritual unemployment, you're already working for one or the 
other. You need to look at your pay-stub, and consider if a career change 
might be worthwhile. One employer offers upward mobility, the other offers 
downward mobility. The choice is yours.      
 There's a HELP WANTED sign in the window of Righteousness Mfg. 
Co. that reads: to apply, call Jesus Christ, owner and proprietor. If you're 
working for the other guy, and you'd like to see a change in your life, make 
the call. You won't be turned down for any reason (Acts 2:21, Rom 10:13). 
 Don't be tied down by the Devil. Muster the courage to say, "Take this 
job and shove it!" by making the call to Jesus, and be Absolutely Free. 
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 With liberty, and justice, for all. The Pledge of Allegiance. 
Originally, it read: 

"I pledge allegiance to my flag, and to the republic for which it 
stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." [the 
Youth's Companion © Sept. 8, 1892] 

 Apparently, someone decided that it was important to be specific. So, 
they changed the words "my flag," to "the flag of the United States of 
America." This keeps other nations from taking part in the oath: It's ours. 
 In 1954, the words "under God" were added, by an act of congress. 
Apparently, they didn't want any confusion as to whom we belong to: We're 
his. 
 More recently, there has been a movement under way to have the 
words, "under God" removed from the pledge. What kind of statement does 
this make? Do these people  simply believe there is no God? No. If that were 
the case, then the phrase would be considered harmless to them, and thus not 
worth trifling over. 
 But that's not the case. These people feel threatened by those words. 
Allegiance with God could interfere with their personal ambitions.  
 With phrases like "New world order" popping up in high places, it's 
conceivable that it won't be too long before they try to remove the words "of 
the United States of America" as well. Can it happen? Ask the Soviets.  
 So what's next? Take out "liberty" or "justice?" How about just 
change it to: "for some?" Where does it end? Nations crumble overnight. 
Leaders come and go. Science and technology discover mistakes they've 
made daily. So what's true, and what's not true? In an ever-changing world, 
what can we put our hope in, that won't be gone tomorrow?  
 The Bible. In some versions, the language has been brought up to 
date, but the content has remained the same for centuries. Jesus remains the 
same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb 13:8). He is the truth (John14:6). If 
you fasten yourself to him, you won't be wiped out by the shifting sands of 
change (Matt 7:24-27). 
 If a nation can be dissolved, it can't guarantee freedom, or justice. But 
Jesus can (John 8:34-36, Rom 3:29+30). All he asks of you is that you 
believe in him (Acts 16:31). It works by faith (Mark 9:23). So, pledge 
allegiance to Jesus, who offers liberty and justice for all, Absolutely Free. 
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 Film at Eleven. These words follow a spot in broadcasting, which 
highlights the big story of the day. If last night's news told you it was going 
to rain all day today, you might dress differently than if it were to be sunny. 
Our decisions on how we lead our lives, and what we do are directly affected 
by the news we hear.  
  What if the headline were, "Congress decides to refund to millions of 
Americans, every penny of income tax they've ever paid, with interest?" 
 Wouldn't you watch at eleven to find out how they're going to do it, 
and if you were going to get your money back? Or would you just continue 
about your business, knowing the headline, but wondering if and how it 
applied to you? 
 That's exactly the standard reaction for many people who have heard 
the gospel. The word "gospel" translated simply means "good news." They 
hear the headline: God loves you and Jesus took the punishment for your 
sins, so you can be forgiven, and live forever (John 3:16); and don't tune-
in later to find out if and how it applies to them. They continue about their 
business wondering.       
    You can tune-in, by reading the newspaper, and or watching the news 
on TV. Likewise, with the gospel, you can read the Bible, and or go to 
church (Rom 10:17). You may say, "You can't believe those preachers, 
they're just in it for the money." Unfortunately, some are just in it for the 
money. 
 But consider this: If the gospel of Jesus is simply the good news, then, 
a preacher is nothing more than a newscaster. If you find out that the same 
weatherman who said it would rain today, has been cheating on his wife, 
does that mean it's not going to rain today? After all, you can't believe him; 
he just forecasts the weather for money.  
 God loves you and Jesus saves, is just the headline. God offers so 
much to those who will put their confidence in him: health, protection, 
victory, peace, joy (Isa 53:5, Psalm 91:9-12, 2 Cor 2:14, Php 4:7, John 
15:11), and more. All you've got to do is tune in. Don't stop at the headline. 
Find out how it all applies to you.  
 Once you've got a solid understanding of it and accept it, you'll want 
to tell others too. Because in truth, its not good news, its great news! Its 
wonderful, magnificent, marvelous news...and its Absolutely Free! 
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 Gentlemen, start your engines. Imagine the work that goes into Indy 
cars. Their mechanics are the world's best. They spend hours studying every 
minute detail of the car, to see if they can alter its design in any way, to give 
their driver the edge. 
 To get the maximum performance out of every part, each nut and bolt 
in the design has been determined and tested by a crew of engineers. Every 
part has been precision machined to dimensions specified to less than a 
thousandth of an inch. 
 If you were to visit the shop where their gears are made, you might 
see some of these parts in development. You could walk past chunks of 
steel, not knowing that one of those crude castings would eventually be a 
gear in the car winning the next Indy 500.  
 However, it's going to require a little work. First, it'll be put on a lathe, 
and be turned to size. Then have the teeth cut in it, then ground, and so on. 
After it's done, there's a pile of metal shavings left over. In essence, the 
finished gear was there inside all along. The unnecessary part, the shavings, 
simply had to be cut away. 
 This is where we stand with God. Just like that machine shop ordered 
the casting from a foundry, specifically to be that gear; God created you 
specifically for his purposes (Rev 4:11). But unless you allow him to work 
on you; removing your spiritual shavings, and polishing what's left, you 
won't experience the perfect plan he has for your life.  
 In essence, everything he needs is there. Right now, some one might 
walk past you, and not be able to see how God can use you at all. They can't 
see the finished product on the inside. But God can (1 Kings 16:7). And he's 
not dissatisfied with what he sees. He's just waiting on you to give him the 
go ahead to start working on you (2 Chron 7:14).  
 Just like an Indy car is comprised of many different parts, so is the 
church, or body of believers (1 Cor 12:20). If one part goes bad, it affects the 
entire machine (1 Cor 12:26). If a car gets a flat tire, the entire car is pulled 
out of the race. God has created you as a member of his machine. If you're 
not functioning, the whole vehicle is affected.  
 He allows us to be part so that after it’s all over, we can take part in 
his glory also (Rom 8:17, 1 Pet 5:1). This isn't something we deserve; he 
gives it to us Absolutely Free.   
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 The truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
 Judge: "Mr. X, you have been charged with 34,752 traffic violations, 
how do you plead?" 
 Mr. X: "Not guilty." 
 Judge: "On what grounds do you plead not guilty?" 
 Mr. X: "Well, I've done a lot of good things too, and I was kind of 
hoping that the good would outweigh the bad. I really am a nice person." 
 If this were a real courtroom scene, do you suppose the judge would 
buy this line of reasoning? As silly as it seems, this is exactly how most 
people suppose they're going to be able to skate past judgment when this life 
is over.  
 What if there were video cameras at every intersection, and along the 
roadways? If every time you exceeded the speed limit, didn't use your turn 
signal, or didn't come to a complete stop were on tape; how many tickets do 
you suppose you would receive? 
 As scary as it seems, spiritually, this is exactly how it is. God sees not 
only every sin you commit, but every one you've wanted to (1 Sam 16:7). He 
holds you accountable for those too (Matt 5:28). Why? So that no evil 
thought or deed will go unpunished.  
 If God is going to punish one sin, He's going to have to punish every 
sin. Otherwise He wouldn't be a just God; He would be showing favoritism. 
But everyone will be rewarded according to their works (Matt 16:27). 
 If you wish to accept the reward for the good things you've done, you 
also have to accept the reward for the bad things you've done. If you want to 
make it to heaven by taking responsibility for your actions, you have to 
accept both. 
 You won't make it (Rom 3:10-18). Nobody can (Matt 19:25+26). But 
because God loves you, he provided a way: Jesus (John 14:6). The whole 
time Jesus was being whipped, spit on, ridiculed, and nailed to the cross, he 
knew that if he didn't endure it, you couldn't make it to heaven. So, because 
he loves you, and wants you to make it, he took it all, and didn't say a word. 
He took your punishment.  
 So, you are given two options: Accept the punishment for your sins, 
or accept Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior. "A man who defends 
himself in court, has a fool for an attorney." Jesus is the Original Public 
Defender (1John 2:1), and he offers his services Absolutely Free. 
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 No strings attached. The salvation message in the Bible is very 
simple: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved." Acts 
16:31. 
 The first part of the Bible, the Old Testament, explains how the people 
were unruly. So, God gave them rules, and said that all they had to do was 
obey them, and they'd be cool. Not one person made it (Psalm 14:1-3). 
 The second part of the Bible, the New Testament, explains how God 
sent his Son, to rescue us from all our sin (John 3:16). Because he loves us, 
Jesus took our sin upon himself and in exchange gave us his righteousness, 
so we could be saved (2Cor 5:21).  
 Three days after he was punished for our sins and died on the cross, 
He came back to life, and told his followers to go into all the world, and 
preach this Good News (Mark 16:15). The Bible promises that anyone who 
hears the News, and believes it is saved (John 1:12, John 3:16, John 6:35, 
John 6:47, Acts 16:30, Rom 10:9+10).  
 That's it.  
 That's where some preachers miss it. They say, "If you don't know 
that you are going to Heaven if you die today, come on down here. We want 
to pray for you." That helps, but it's not necessary. The Bible doesn't say you 
need someone to pray for you. It doesn't say you have to parade before 
10,000 strangers and our viewing audience at home. 
 It’s just you and God. Once you've heard enough of his word to 
believe him, all you have to do is tell him in prayer that you do, and you've 
decided that you're on his side. 
 You don't have to get dressed up. You don't have to cut your hair. You 
don't have to stop doing the things you enjoy. But once Jesus lives in your 
heart, if you're seeking after him, you might stop enjoying some of the 
things you do.  
 Salvation is a free gift (Eph 2:8). All you have to do is receive it. If 
you refuse to believe it, you're simply refusing to accept the gift. Nobody 
can force you to accept it: "You can lead a horse to water, but you can't 
make him drink."  
 Its a pretty neat little package, no strings attached, and its yours to 
accept,  Absolutely Free. 
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 Essay Test. Did you graduate grammar school? If you did, then this 
should be easy for you:  What's a predicate?  How do you conjugate 
verbs (or do you)?   

These are fundamentals of grammar. But if you're like most people, in 
spite of the fact, that you read this stuff in a book, and someone stood up and 
explained it to you, you're a little rusty on it. Even though you might have a 
difficult time explaining them to someone, you don't have much trouble 
speaking English do you? 
  What if someone were to ask you these questions, and you couldn't 
answer them? What if they laughed at you and said, "You can't speak 
English. You don't even know the fundamentals of it. Why I'll bet the 
English language doesn't even work!"? 
 Believe it or not, Christians run into this problem all the time. They 
tell people, "Jesus loves you, and he paid the price for your sins. The Bible 
says that if you'll just believe in him, you'll be saved (John 3:16)."  
 The first thing many people do is argue why it can't work that way. 
"Just believe," how does that work? Well, that's a brief question, but the 
answer is pretty complex. Like "What's a predicate?" or "How do you 
conjugate verbs?" 
 The answers are written down in a book. The Bible. And there are lots 
of people who stand in front of a congregation and explain it. So when you 
are called to give an account of your life, ignorance won't be a valid excuse 
(Rom1:20, Luke 16:19-21 ). 
 If you were planning to wear shorts today, then you found out the 
temperature was supposed to drop to 30°F, would you change your plans? If 
you believed the weather report you would. If you choose not to believe it, 
and don't change your plans; when the temperature does drop, you'll feel it. 
You will reap the reward of your actions (Gal 6:7). Your actions prove what 
you really believe (James 2:22). 
 Change (repentance) is part of the Salvation process (Acts 2:38). If 
you truly believe the Gospel, its something you'll do. Once you believe, 
gratitude sets in (1John 4:19). Then you'll want to do something in return for 
God. It’s a natural reaction.  
 So true belief is all that's called for. You don't have to jump through 
hoops, or perform 10,000 good deeds. Jesus offers salvation to anyone who 
is willing to believe that he is God, and they are not, Absolutely Free. 
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 The sneezing, sniffling, coughing, aching, stuffy head, so you can 
rest medicine.  "Don't go outside without your coat on; you'll catch your 
death of cold. No you can't play in the rain, you wanna catch pneumonia?" 
Who does that sound like?  
 Aren't parents a drag? They're so mean. All they ever say is don't and 
no. Isn't that the way it seemed when you were a kid?  
 How long did it take you to figure out that they didn't say those things 
because they were mean, but because they loved you, and didn't want you to 
suffer? And how many times when you were a kid, did one person get sick, 
and within a week, everyone in the house got it too? So when one disobeys, 
others suffer as well. 
 Many people see our Heavenly Father as a drag. He's so mean. All he 
ever says is "Thou shalt not." Isn't that the way it seems? But the truth is He 
said those things because just like your earthly parents, He loves you and 
doesn't want you to suffer (John 3:16, Jer 29:11). And just like above, when 
one person disobeys, others suffer. 
 Fornication for example. The Bible describes sex outside of marriage 
as a sin (Matt 15:19). Why? If I want to, and the other person wants to, who 
does that hurt? 
 Remember Ryan White, the boy from Kokomo Indiana, who 
contracted the AIDS virus from a blood transfusion? He died because other 
people fornicated. Figure it out. 
 God didn't just make rules because it seemed like a neat thing to do. 
Did you ever hear your parents say, "I'm not talking because I like the sound 
of my voice?" God has a reason for all the rules he's made, and he enforces 
them out of love (Heb 12:6). 
 Sooner or later, a person grows up and starts listening to their parents 
advice. They usually get sick of wiping snot from their nose, and start 
bundling up (1Cor 13:11). So in retrospect, your best option was to obey 
your parents (Eph 6:1). Doesn't it make sense then, that your Heavenly 
Father knows what he's talking about, and your wisest option is to obey him 
(Heb 12:9)?  
 Prevention is the best medicine. The instructions are prescribed in the 
Holy bible, but unlike most prescription medication, its Absolutely free. 
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 Remember the Alamo! Picture it: You're buddies with Davy 
Crockett and Jim Bowie, holed up in a church with 180 other men; Heroes, 
every one of them. Outside the walls are General Santa Anna's troops. Not 
some band of rag-tag guerrillas: thousands of trained, uniformed soldiers. 
The outcome of the Texas revolution depends on you. 
 Realizing the impending defeat, your commander gives you an option 
to escape death: The line is drawn in the sand. Anyone who wants to get out 
while the getting's good can do it now. Just cross this line.  
 Well, we know what happened. Because of their unselfishness and 
devotion to duty, they became legends in their own time. 
 The Congressional Medal of Honor is this nations highest award. Part 
of the criteria for receiving this award is ..."self-sacrifice so conspicuous as 
to clearly distinguish the individual above his comrades..." Many of the 
recipients of this award died in the process of earning it. 
 Think about it. To receive this country's highest honor, all you have to 
do is act like Jesus; just like the scene where a group of soldiers are taking 
cover together, and a grenade rolls into their midst. Without hesitation, one 
of the men throws his body onto the grenade, to save his friends. The 
grenade is called sin (1Cor 15:3), which brings death (Rom 6:23). Jesus calls 
us his friends (Luke 12:4), and he died that we might be saved (Rom 5:8+9). 
 Like the Alamo, Jesus could have crossed the line to safety (Matt 
26:53+54), but instead he lined the cross. He doesn't want a medal though. 
He just wants you to recognize and accept Him as you personal Lord and 
Savior. After all, He did it for you. 
 You believe the story of the Alamo don't you? Well, you don't become 
a Texan by simply believing about the Alamo. But you do become a resident 
of Heaven by believing in Jesus (Rom 10:9). When you accept Him as your 
Savior, God accepts you as His own child (Gal 3:26).  
 Since  your Dad is the King, you won't have to pay taxes. You'll get to 
live there Absolutely Free. 
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 "God is my provider. Send me your donations." Doesn't it seem 
sometimes like that's the message? Isn't that a contradiction in terms, that 
seems to say, "The message I preach doesn't really work?" 
 The message in the Bible does work. It just gets confusing when 
people get caught abusing that message for personal gain. So, many people 
have turned from giving, just to keep phonies from getting rich. But not 
everyone's phony. There's a lot of great stuff in the Bible about giving, and if 
you don't know it, you could be shorting yourself. 
 Farmers know, that when they harvest a crop, they sell some of it, but 
they have to keep back a portion of it for seed. They take that seed and 
scatter it back into the ground, to provide for a harvest next year. No seed, 
no harvest. 
 After the seed is planted, a plant appears. How that works he doesn't 
know (Mark 4:27). All he knows is that he planted the seed. God caused it to 
become a plant, bearing more seed. It's a godly principle that applies to 
money as well. 
 Say you've got lots of money, and a kid. You could shower the kid 
with anything they wanted, but that would spoil them. So, you give them an 
allowance: $15 a week. They usually go to the mall, and hang at the burger 
place with their friends. There's nothing wrong with that. So, you give them 
$15 this week too. 
 But one week, they buy a can of tortoise wax, and polish your car. 
The next week they buy you or someone you love something nice. Wouldn't 
you start to increase their allowance? 
 According to the Bible, God provides you with all that you have 
(Luke 12:24-28). If you give, it will return to you packed down and running 
over (Luke 6:38). God loves a cheerful giver, and he who gives a lot, will 
get a lot (2Cor 9:6+7). 
 He doesn't need your money. He already owns it all (Hag 2:8). But he 
wants to reward you for your good deeds. In order for that to happen, you 
have to take the first step. You'll get rewarded for giving even a cup of 
water, if you're doing it for God (Matt 10:42, Mark 9:41). 
 So if you give to a church or charity, that supports God's interests, 
He'll reward you. Giving doesn't cost you anything. Since you wind up with 
more than you started with, it’s better than absolutely free. 
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 Caution: This vehicle stops at all railroad crossings. Why? You 
would think that all the flashing lights, the bells, and fog horns that 
accompany a railroad crossing, or a train, would be enough to eliminate any 
chance of an accident. 
 When you hear about a train related traffic accident, don't you 
wonder, "How could that have happened? How could they not have seen all 
the warning signs?" A sticker on the back of a truck that says, "...This 
vehicle stops..." doesn't physically force the driver to stop. It’s up to the 
driver to obey that regulation. 
 Do you know of anybody who's life has been ruined by their 
carelessness toward  following instructions? Perhaps someone who missed 
so much time at work, they were fired? Someone who, after repeated arrests, 
committed the same crime again, and was sent up the river? Maybe someone 
whose spouse has left them because they refused to comply with their 
appeals? 
 All these things are spiritual train wrecks. When your boss gives you 
notice that your job is at stake, the bells have already started to ring. When 
you've got to call someone to post bail, the barricade arm is swinging down, 
and you should be able to see the train to your left or right. 
 All these things testify of God's mercy and grace. He's not bent on 
judgment (1Thes 5:9).  If he were, then he would have thumped you a long 
time ago. But because he knows what the devil is planning, in order to ruin 
your life (John 10:10, 1Pet 5:8), He's constantly warning you, "Be alert! 
Wake up, you're sleeping behind the wheel (1Thes 5:6)!" 
 Because He loves us, sometimes he allows bad things to happen to us, 
so we can have a taste of what's in store if we continue the way we're going 
(Heb 12:6+7). When we realize that the little spanking we just received, kept 
us from disaster, we find that His judgment tastes pretty good (Psalm 34:8). 
 All the rules of the road are written down in your operators' manual: 
The Bible. If you're just following the crowd, you're probably going the 
wrong way (Matt 7:13+14). Protect yourself and your family. Become 
street-wise. Inside each Bible is also an eternal life insurance policy for 
travelers, with no premiums. It’s Absolutely free. 
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 "I love my job!" Would you like to be able to say that, and mean it? 
 Often times People die, and the bank is left holding the inheritance, 
with no idea who it belongs to. They hire investigators to try and locate 
family members, so that they may inherit the estate. Many times the families 
are not found, and that inheritance sits in a vault somewhere, unused. What a 
shame.  
 Lots of people dislike their jobs because they don't get along with 
some of the people they work with. If it were your job to travel around the 
world, and tell people they were rich, that probably wouldn't be a problem.  
 Good news! That job is available to you right now. Here's the low-
down: This guy named Jesus died. He owned everything (Colos 1:16). 
Because He passed away, He was able to leave it all as an inheritance for 
somebody (Heb 9:16+17). According to His "Last Will and (New) 
Testament," Anybody willing to receive it can have it (John 1:12).  
 Face it; most people don't really know what's available to them 
because of what Jesus did. When they are told that they can have salvation, 
they say, "What for? I'm an OK person. I'm not going to hell, and I'm not 
going to get excited because you think I could."  
 If you told them that their distant uncle from Baltimore died, and that 
they could have $75,000,000, do you suppose they'd say, "What for?" 
Doubtful. More than likely they'd say, "I'm gonna get a new car, and a new 
boat, and a new house…"  
 The Bible says that once a person accepts Christ, everything becomes 
new to them (2Cor 5:17). All things become theirs (1Cor 3:21-23). The 
inheritance begins in this life; you don't have to wait for the hereafter (Mark 
10:29+30). Righteousness, peace and joy (Rom 14:17): There are people 
who have more money than they could ever wish to spend, and don't have 
these. 
 Don't let this inheritance sit up in Heaven unused. Find out how it 
works, and let somebody else know it’s all available to them too. You don't 
have to do this to be saved. It’s just something nice that you can do in return 
for Jesus, Absolutely Free. 
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 Blub, blub, blub, blub... Wealth untold, sits on the bottom of the sea. 
 Before the 17th century, and the helmeted diving suit, deep sea diving 
methods didn't exist. Prior to this time, you could be on a sailing vessel and 
watch another treasure laden vessel sink. You could position your craft over 
the wreckage, and though you could see the riches shimmering below, be 
helpless to salvage them. 
 It wasn't until 1943, and the invention of scuba gear by Jacques 
Cousteau, that deep-sea diving became feasible on a wide scale. Once it 
became possible for a person to breath normally under water, the treasures 
buried in the deep became attainable. 
 Just like you need special equipment to function in the undersea 
world, you also need special equipment to function in the spirit world. Just 
like scuba gear, this equipment has not always been available to man.  
 Before Jesus came and died, man was aware of the spirit realm, but 
had very limited access to it. Once Jesus paid the price for our sins, the Holy 
Spirit became available to those who choose to put their trust in him (John 
16:7). 
 Once you've received the gift of the Holy Spirit, spiritual treasures 
become available to you, but its up to you to get them (Matt 13:44). Just 
because you own scuba gear, you don't automatically become rich. It simply 
enables you to function in the undersea realm. In like fashion, receiving the 
Holy Spirit doesn't mean you are blessed in everything you do. It simply 
enables you to function in the spirit realm. 
 There's more to being a diver than owning the gear. People who want 
to dive have to undergo a lot of training. Likewise, there's more to 
functioning as a Christian, than receiving the Holy Spirit (James 1:22, James 
2:26). There's quite a bit of knowledge available to those who wish to get the 
maximum use out of their new equipment. 
 It’s up to you to learn how to use your spiritual scuba gear. The Bible 
says that the Holy Spirit will teach you all things (John 14:26). The more 
you listen, the more you will learn (Prov 1:5). 
 So be a spiritual treasure hunter. Your treasure map is the Bible. A 
cross marks the spot. You won't have to charter a boat. You can sign on with 
Captain Jesus (Heb 2:10), and sail into adventure Absolutely Free. 
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 Get those tough stains out. Finally, a laundry detergent that does it 
all.  
 Remember how when you were a kid, it seemed like you couldn't own 
a new pair of jeans for more than 15 minutes, before you had grass stains in 
the knees? As soon as you put them on and started doing what kids do; 
playing, you would fall down. 
 When you were 6, your parents probably didn't send you down to the 
Laundromat, with a box of detergent, and instructions to wash your own 
clothes. They probably knew you weren't capable of cleaning them. So, 
you'd put the stain there, and they'd get it out. 
 That's exactly how it works with your Father in Heaven too. If you 
could see yourself the way you look to God, you would be clothed. The 
appearance of the garment that you wear indicates your spiritual condition, 
or righteousness. Every time you fall down, or sin, it stains that garment. 
After a while, that garment can start looking pretty nasty. It can get so bad, 
that God looks the other way.  
 There's no spiritual Laundromat for Him to send you to. He knows 
that you're not capable of getting it clean. The only way those stains are 
going to come out, is if you ask him to do it. You put the stain there, He'll 
take it out. 
 The Bible says that our righteousness is as filthy rags (Isa 64:6). 
Nobody is left out; everybody has blown it (Rom 3:23). Jesus is the only one 
who never sinned (1John3:5). When He was being crucified, He took off His 
white garment, and put on one that was stained by sin (Isa 53:12). 
 Then He went through the spiritual wringer on the cross, took the 
punishment for sins, and came out the other side sparkling white again. The 
stains on the garment had been cleansed by His blood (Rev 1:5). When you 
accept Him as your Lord and savior, you pick up the white garment that He 
took off at the cross: He took on your sin, so that you could take His 
righteousness (2Cor 5:21). If you don't accept His garment, then you won't 
be accepted in Heaven (Matt 22:11-13). 
 How much would you pay for a laundry detergent that takes away 
your sins? Well its available to you at the low, low price of $0.00. Jesus 
provides your garment cleaning service Absolutely Free! 
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 Do you believe in ghosts? Wanna hear a spooky story?  
 One of the box office shockers in recent years, was about a person 
with an evil spirit. When that person would get killed, the spirit would jump 
into another person, and continue to commit supernatural acts. It’s much like 
the ones where the space monsters would incubate in human bodies. Until 
the monster broke out of its carrier, you didn't know who had a monster in 
them, and who didn't. Then there are the slasher movies, where the bad guy 
gets killed in the end, but shows up again in the next sequel.  
 Do you see how they seem to follow a pattern? Its like none of them 
are original. They're simply taking the same story line, changing a few 
names, and re-selling the same material. But if you like spooky stories, then 
you're gonna love the original version. 
 Once there was this guy named Satan. There was only one thing he 
was afraid of: God. Like with a monster, if Satan could destroy God, he 
could live free of fear. One day it happened. God let down His defenses. He 
became like one of His creations: Jesus (Heb 2:14). This was the chance 
Satan was looking for. After 33 years of trying, he nailed Jesus, and killed 
him (1Cor 15:3). Phew, over at last. 
 But wait...Its not over! 3 days later Jesus rose from the dead (1Cor 
15:4). Not only that, but He gave His Spirit to His believers (Eph 1:13). Now 
it’s worse than before! 
 Your faith gives God more power in your life. Your fear gives the 
devil more power in your life. Your faith grows when you hear the Word of 
God (Rom 10:17). So it stands to reason that your fear will grow when you 
hear the word of the devil. Figure it out; which do you have more of after 
you watch one of those movies?  
 Since the devil wants you to be fearful, he tells stories about the thing 
that is scariest of all to him: Someone who comes back from the dead. Why 
is this so terrifying to him? The Bible says that when Jesus rose from the 
dead, He defeated Satan, took away his power, and humiliated him (Col 
2:15). It also says that Jesus gives His believers power over all the power of 
Satan (Luke 10:19).  
 So, you can pay money, to be weakened through the word of the devil, 
or you can be strengthened through the Holy Ghost story, Absolutely Free! 
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 It’s 4th down, and goal to go. The ball is on the one-yard line. 
What if you won a contest, and the prize was an all expense paid trip to the 
Super Bowl, with tickets on the 50 yard line, on the side lines? Wouldn't that 
be great? To make it even better, what if your all time favorite team was 
going to the Super Bowl this year, and you were going to be right there with 
them?  
 Then, a player gets carried off the field on a stretcher, and the coach 
calls a time out. He turns around, looks directly into your eyes, and says, 
"You! Can you carry the ball? You need to suit up, I need you in there now!" 
 What are you gonna do? In your mind you'd think, "What?! Me? 
Whoa! I can't do that. Wait a minute, what am I saying? This is the chance 
of a life time." Meanwhile the assistant coach guides you down to the locker 
room, and gives you your stuff.  
 You start telling him that there must be some kind of mistake, that 
you're not qualified to play. Then, he calls you by your name, and says, 
"There's been no mistake. The coach knows who you are. He told me that if 
you'll just do what he says, you can't mess up. So relax, he knows what he's 
doing." 
  You see, this is exactly what's going on spiritually, when God calls 
on you to carry the ball. The ball is the gospel of Jesus. He was the original 
ball carrier (Luke 4:18), but He got carried off on a stretcher. He's OK now, 
but He's off the field, and somebody needs to take his place (John 14:12). 
God, the coach, is calling on you (Rev 22:17). If you'll answer the call, He 
sends the assistant coach, the Holy Spirit, to help you out (John 14:16).  
 This is more than just a regular season game in history. If these are the 
"Last Days," as the Bible indicates (Matt 24:3-14), then this is the Super 
Bowl of eternity. 10,000 Years from now, nobody will care who won this 
year's football games. But by taking the gospel to people, you could save 
their souls (James 5:20). 10,000 Years from now, that will still be important 
in their eyes, and God's. 
 If your favorite team is God's team, and it doesn't look like their doing 
too well, just say, "Put me in coach! (Isa 6:8)" He's got a spot for you on the 
field, and He gives you the equipment you'll need Absolutely Free! 
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 In case of emergency, dial 9-1-1. Have you ever watched those 
television shows, where they reenact emergencies? It’s one thing to watch a 
nice story on TV, about somebody who narrowly escapes death, and lives 
happily ever after. It’s all together different when you know that it’s real.  
 When a car is hanging over the edge of a collapsed bridge, and the 
people inside are screaming in terror, apprehension quickly sets in. When the 
bridge shifts and the car gets a sudden jolt, your heart jumps. It’s as though 
your eyes were glued to the screen. 
 What if you were watching it live, as it happened? As you watched the 
rescue workers attempt to reach them, you'd be thinking, "Hurry, hurry!" 
And if they made it, you and all the others who watched the ordeal would 
cheer for joy and relief.  
 Why? If they get rescued, they're just going to turn around and die 
some other time. Face it; everybody has to die sooner or later (Heb 9:27). So 
this rescue is only temporary. But what if it weren't? What if you knew 
while you watched, that if they pulled through, they'd be immortal?  
 Pretty intense huh? Well it happens every day. If a person doesn't 
know Jesus, and they are soon to die, its like they're about to go off a cliff to 
Hell. If they're simply falling deeper and deeper into a life of sin, its as 
though they were stuck in quick sand, and slowly going down. The deeper 
they get, the harder it is to get out. 
 God sees all this happening. Then He puts in a call to 9-1-1...to you! 
He calls on you to tell them that He loves and forgives them and wants to 
save them (2 Cor 5:19). Just as your eyes are glued to the screen when you 
watch a rescue on TV, so all the host of Heaven are watching you when God 
dispatches you to lead someone to safety (Heb 12:1). And when they are 
saved, the angels cheer for joy (Luke 15:10). 
 According to the Bible, the devil walks around just looking to see who 
he can destroy (1 Pet 5:8). But God wants everybody to be saved (1 Tim 
2:4). And anyone who calls Him will be (1 Cor 10:33).  
 Live happily forever and ever after. Just call J-E-S-U-S and ask Him 
to rescue you. Because it won't show up on your phone bill, it’s Absolutely 
Free! 
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 Yours truly, signed, Dad. Suppose for a moment that you are an 
orphan, and you received a letter that ended up this way. The letter started 
off by telling you why you were in an orphanage, and how it was neither his 
nor your fault. Soon he said, he'd be coming to adopt you.  
 But until then, he writes often, and in detail, because he wants you to 
know as much as possible about him. Soon you know all sorts of little things 
about his character. Like that he loves all kinds of music, but that he doesn't 
play any instruments. 
 Now suppose that you have brothers and sisters at the orphanage with 
you. Your dad has been writing to them too. But when you talk to them, 
some of them say, "He's not coming to get us." Others say, "Someone told 
me that he's the lead guitarist in a big rock band, and he's rich, and he's 
gonna take us all on the road with him."  
 So you ask them, "Why would he bother writing us, if he weren't 
coming to get us?" And, "I don't think he's in any rock band, didn't you read 
the letters?" Then they say, "Why bother? If he were worth reading about, he 
wouldn't have given us up for adoption." Or, "Everyone knows you can't 
believe what those wigged-out rock stars say. Anyway, you've never met 
him, so how would you know?" 
 Wouldn't that be frustrating? 
 If he said that he could only adopt those children who believed in him, 
and trusted in him, this story would closely parallel your actual situation. 
You see, your heavenly Father has written down everything you need to 
know about Him. According to the Bible, He wrote it so that everyone could 
learn from it (2Tim 3:16). 
 It’s available to everyone. So there will be no excuses when it comes 
time to account for our actions here on Earth (Rom 1:20). He wants 
everybody to understand about Him (1Tim 2:4). But those who reject 
knowledge will be destroyed (Hosea 4:6).  If you don't have the 
knowledge, how can you believe it (Rom 10:14)? But you must have faith in 
Him to be saved/adopted by Him (Eph 2:8). He is coming back to get us 
(Matt 24:30+31). But if you've been reading His letters, you already knew 
that.  
 Once Jesus returns, or we pass from this life, He will loose us from 
this corrupt world, and those who believe in Him will forever be Absolutely 
Free! 
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 Duty, Honor, Country.  A little old lady comes down the street, 
having difficulty managing her bag of groceries, and using a cane to walk at 
the same time. A boy scout rushes over to help her. He carries her sack with 
one arm, and walks her down the street. 
 If you were to witness this scene, what would know about the Boy 
Scout? Could you say that he was honest? Trustworthy? Cavalier? 
 Nope. Judging by what you see doesn't tell you about the nature of the 
person involved. We know that he decided to help her, but we don't know 
what his motive was. The thoughts that passed through his mind, before he 
made that decision could have been any or more of the following examples:  

 "Great. Here comes some stupid old hag, and I'm standing here 
in my Boy Scout uniform. If I don't help her, people will think I'm not 
doing my job." 

 "Great. Here comes some stupid old hag. If I help her, everyone 
will see me and I'll be a hero." 

 "Look at that poor old woman. I wish I could do something for 
her."  

 The Bible tells us not to judge others according to outward 
appearances (John 7:24). The people that Jesus had the most difficulty with 
while He was here on earth, looked like they had their acts together (Matt 
26:3+4). They were church people who wore fancy robes and said long 
prayers. But Jesus said that their hearts were far from God (Matt 15:8). 
Anybody else would have said that they were holy. But only God can read 
our hearts (1 Kings 8:39).  
 As a matter of fact, the people who really demonstrated true faith, and 
gratitude, and that Jesus used as examples of pure character, weren't church 
people  (Matt 15:28, Luke 10:33, Luke 17:18). So, if you don't go to church 
or know the Bible inside and out, don't think that makes you any less in 
God's sight than anybody else. You could be the next person He wants to use 
to demonstrate real virtue through. 
 No amount of money that you give to charity can get you into Heaven. 
No amount of stupid mistakes can send you to Hell if change your heart 
(repent), and accept Jesus as Lord. Because there will be a judgment day, but 
God doesn't judge by outward appearances, He judges by the heart. You 
can't buy or earn a pure heart. But if you ask, Jesus will give you one 
Absolutely Free.  
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 What's your source? In Japan, they take their jobs quite a bit more 
seriously than in the west. Their job is their source of income. It’s also their 
source of dignity. If, at your Japanese place of employment, you make a 
mistake, your employers might see fit to have you stand on a street corner all 
day, holding a sign, while you sing the company song.  
 Should you refuse to humiliate yourself, you could retain your honor 
without losing your job by committing Hari-Kari: spilling your guts on the 
ground in front of you with a short sword. 
 In the Bible, there was a rich guy who had leprosy, and sought God as 
his source for healing (2 Kings 5:1-19). He went to request it from a man of 
God with gold, silver, and expensive gifts. The man of God would not 
receive the wealth. A gift from God can't be purchased with money (Acts 
8:20). He simply told the guy to go jump in the river, and that he would be 
healed. 
 The guy was furious. That was too humiliating. But later his friends 
talked him in to doing it anyway, and lo, he was healed.  
 You see pride can deny you of all your blessings. The rich leper was 
more than willing to pay an outrageous sum for his healing. Then he could 
say, "I deserved it because I paid for it with my own earnings." That would 
satisfy his pride. 
 But when God would not let him earn it, yet offered it as a gift 
through a simple act of submission, the leper's pride almost convinced him 
to turn down the free gift. 
 Today, many self-righteous people want to earn their way into 
Heaven. They're satisfied with the idea that when they get to Heaven they'll 
be able to say, "Because of my many wonderful acts, and very few sins, I 
deserve entrance through the pearly gates." 
 Meanwhile, the whole time they were alive, the Bible was saying that 
entrance into Heaven is a free gift (Rom 4:2-5, Eph 2:8), and that it’s only 
available through Jesus (John 14:6). No man deserves salvation (Rom 
3:9+10). But it’s available to all, by faith in Jesus, because God loves 
everyone in the world (John 3:16). 
 So please submit to God in prayer by simply telling Him that you 
recognize Him as your source, and that you accept Jesus Christ as your 
personal Lord and Savior. If you truly mean it and believe that Jesus died to 
pay for your sins, He will accept you into Heaven Absolutely Free. 

  



 The Routing: Volume 1 

 38 

 Nearly every kernel pops. What if you were told that a distant 
relative of yours had passed away, and left you a huge grain farm in another 
state? Once you quit your job, pack up your things and move. The lawyer in 
charge of the estate takes you out to a barren expanse of land, and hands you 
a kernel of corn. 
 Technically, you've just harvested your first crop. Oh boy. Settlers in 
the old west started off with about this much. 
 Consider the power of God demonstrated in a kernel of corn. He 
shows us many lessons about the way He operates with one of these. You 
see, according to man's math, if you have one thing, and add another one to 
it, you have two things. In God's math, you have one thing, throw it away, 
and you wind up with hundreds more (Mal 3:10). 
 One kernel of corn buried in the earth brings forth a stalk. The stalk 
brings forth ears. And each ear brings forth hundreds of kernels just like the 
original. Even if you have a pocket calculator that just doesn't add up. If man 
could figure out how that works, he'd be doing it with everything: planting 
wedding rings in the ground, and harvesting jewelry. 
 But inside the kernel is its life. Once it’s buried and dies, its life is 
passed on to the new plant. The new plant passes that life into every new 
kernel. You can plant all of those kernels, and have quite a garden. Do it 
again, and you've got a legitimate crop. So, that one kernel of corn actually 
is the beginning of a huge farm. 
 If you can grasp the pattern here, then you can understand what 
happened when Jesus died for us. In Jesus was the Holy Spirit. Until He 
died, He couldn't pass that Spirit on to us (John 12:24, John 16:7). Just like 
the buried seed became a plant that held ears; Jesus said that He was the 
vine, and we are the branches, that bear fruit (John 15:5). 
 He said that the words that He spoke were Spirit and life (John 6:63). 
Through the Holy Bible, we can take hold of those words, and pass them on 
to others. The word of God, planted in men's hearts produces a harvest (Matt 
13:23). When people believe about Jesus, the Spirit and life are passed on to 
them (John 3:16), and we have borne fruit. 
 So when Jesus gave His life for us, He actually gave his life to us. 
Diamonds are not forever, but His life is. It was the most costly Christmas 
present ever given, and it’s offered to you Absolutely Free. 
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 No shoes, no shirt, no service. What does it take to be accepted? 
 Students undergo hours and hours of study so that they can be 
accepted into respectable universities. Once accepted, they undergo pain and 
humiliation so that they can be accepted into respectable fraternities and 
sororities.  
 Conforming to standards in order to be accepted isn't confined to 
upper crusty social circles though. In middle class society, people pay cash 
to join all sorts of fraternal organizations like the Lions or the Elk lodges.  
 In most outlaw motorcycle clubs, when you are issued your "colors," 
or club insignia, the initiation rite includes laying on the ground and 
allowing senior members to defile you. Often they are urinated on, and 
worse.  
 Bungee jumping originated from a tribal jungle ritual where natives 
proved their bravery by taking the plunge, so they could officially be 
accepted as men. 
 So, no matter how tough or rich or brave a person is, it seems that the 
desire to be accepted by others is strong enough that they are willing to 
make sacrifices. 
 The Bible says that man was created in the image of God (Gen 1:27). 
If a strong desire to be accepted seems to be common to all men, do you 
suppose it might be that God shares the same trait?  
 God did His level best to be accepted by man. He became like him. 
Jesus sat out in the desert and endured temptation from the devil himself 
(Matt 4:1), just so man would know that He could relate to him. 
 You know how it hurts to be rejected. Jesus wants to be accepted by 
you so desperately, that He left Heaven (John 3:13), took a whipping (John 
19:1), accepted the blame for your sins (Collos 2:14), and allowed himself to 
be nailed to a couple of boards, willingly (John 10:15). 
 After all that, you'd think that He would demand that you accept Him. 
But instead He says He stands at the door and knocks. If anyone will open 
the door, He'll come in and eat with them (Rev 3:20).  
 Won't you open the door of your heart, and accept Jesus? He's not the 
pizza delivery dude. The spiritual food He offers won't cost you a dime, it’s 
Absolutely Free. 
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 Whatcha gonna do when they come for you, Bad Boys, Bad Boys? 
Have you ever gotten caught? Suppose you got the bright idea to pull off a 
heist. Even though you had every detail figured out, the loot wasn't there, 
and the cops were tipped off. 
 Once you realize the jig is up, you make a break for it. As you burn 
rubber screaming away from the scene of the crime, you realize from all the 
flashing lights in your rear view mirror that you've been had.  
 Weaving in and out of traffic and running through lighted 
intersections, barely escaping death, you glance up in the rear view mirror 
again to see that one of your adversaries wasn't so fortunate: billowing 
clouds of thick smoke are illuminated by the orange gasoline fire that flares 
out from what's left of a patrol car. 
 Now you've really had it: You're going to be held responsible for the 
death of the man inside that car. Turning your eyes back to the road, more 
flashing lights mean there's a road block ahead. You think to yourself, "I 
know that they were close enough to read my plates...they know who I 
am...they know where I live...there's nowhere to run." 
 Deciding to face the inevitable, you pull over. Getting out of the car, 
you put your hands in the air. As the arresting officers come running up with 
their guns drawn, You say, "I give up. I didn't mean to cause so much 
trouble and I'm sorry. I surrender." 
 The cops say, "Well, you seem to have learned your lesson. You run 
on home now, and see that you don't get into any more trouble." Sound 
likely? But if it did happen, wouldn't you be overcome with unbelief? After 
realizing that they weren't kidding, wouldn't you be overcome with 
gratitude? 
 The Bible says that if you confess to your sins, you can be forgiven 
exactly like this (1John 1:9). Some, hearing this portion of the gospel, are 
overcome with disbelief. But once you realize that God isn't kidding, you 
should be overcome with gratitude (Luke 17:11-19). 
 Sooner or later you've got to realize that God has read your plates 
(1Kings 8:39). Jesus forgave and told someone who got caught, to go their 
way, and not to do it again (John 8:11). He's the cop whose death you are 
responsible for (1Pet 2:24).  
 Even though you are guilty (Rom 3:23), God is merciful (Ps 136). So 
accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior: The charges will be dropped, and 
you'll get off Absolutely Free! 
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 Are you a person of substance? According to Webster's, one 
definition of substance is wealth. Thus, a man of substance is a rich man. 
 Suppose the dirt in your back yard was good hard clay. You decide 
one day that you would like a coffee cup, and you're going to make one out 
of it.  So there you are at your kitchen table with a pile of clay, and your 
neighbor shows up at the door. When you tell them that you're about to 
make a coffee cup, they say that you might as well quit right now, because 
there's just no way that you could make a coffee cup. Wouldn't you say, 
"What are you talking about? Here's the clay I'm making it from"? 
 The Bible says, "faith is the substance of things hoped for (Heb 
11:1)." Some versions read, "faith is being sure of what you hope for." Both 
translations say the same thing: If you want a coffee cup, and you have clay, 
you can be sure that you will have a coffee cup, because clay is the 
substance of coffee cups. Substance is something real, its solid; something 
you can lay hold of.  
 So God says in the Bible that faith is substance, and Webster says that 
substance is wealth. The implication here is that if you have faith, you are 
wealthy. Jesus said that if you would have faith in God, you could have what 
you said (Matt 21:21+22,Mark 11:22-24). In this world, it’s well accepted, 
that if you have money, you can have what you say. The Bible says that the 
way you get faith is by hearing the word of God (Rom 10:17).  
 When you do have wealth, you want to spend it. When you have faith, 
you want to do something with it. That's where your neighbor the devil steps 
in. Before you make what you want out of your faith, he comes over and 
tells you that it will never work, and that you should give up. 
 Jesus referred to him as the thief, and said that his purpose here is to 
kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). Like any thief, he wants to steal your 
wealth; your faith. With most people it’s pretty easy. As soon as he starts 
whispering in their ear, they give up. Instead, people need to hold their faith 
out in front of him and say, "No, you're wrong. See? Here is my faith, and 
I'm going to make what I want with it" (James 4:7).  
 The problem is, many people don't have enough faith to produce a 
coffee cup. All they need to do is familiarize themselves with God by getting 
into the Bible. Faith, like the salvation it brings, is a gift (Eph 2:8), and God 
gives it to you Absolutely Free.  
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 "Silver wings upon their chests, these are men, America's best..." 
"Fearless men, who jump and die... One hundred men will test today, but 
only three win the Green Beret." The Ballad of the Green Beret. The 
depiction of the fighting men in this song, stirs the hearts of all who hear the 
lyrics. The motto of the Green Beret is "De Oppresso Libre." That's Latin for 
"Liberators of the Oppressed." These men are willing to lay down their lives 
in order to set captives free. 
 If you listen to the words of this song, emotion is likely to well up, 
and you might even get choked up, as it tells about the young soldier who 
died, leaving his wife his last request: "Put silver wings on my son's chest. 
Make him one of America's best." 
 Remember the old recruiting posters with a stern looking Uncle Sam, 
pointing his finger and saying, "I want you?" Well see if you can picture the 
current one, of Jesus holding out His hands saying, "Father God needs you." 
There's a very real war going on, and God has a mission that you are the 
most capable person to perform. 
 God loves all the people in the world, and wants them all to be saved 
(1Tim 2:4). His adversary, the devil, walks around seeking whose life he 
might destroy (1Pet 5:8). In the Bible are battle instructions for waging war 
with the enemy (iCor 10:4+5, Eph 6:11+12). God needs people to do the 
fighting. 
 In a regular army, they don't tell you to go buy a rifle or tank, and 
pack a lunch. They provide you with weapons, ammunition, food, and 
anything else you need to accomplish your mission, because you're not 
serving your own purposes, you're serving theirs. When you commit your 
life to God, He equips you with His Holy Spirit, which will enable you to 
accomplish anything (Matt 19:26), because you're serving His purposes. 
 Jesus is the original "Liberator of the Oppressed" (Luke 4:18). He lost 
His life in the performance of that mission. Just like, "Put silver wings on 
my son's chest," Jesus told His followers before He died, that they were to 
do the same things He had done, and even greater things (John 14:12). 
 So, sign up with Jesus and be a spiritual Green Beret. If you'll learn 
from Him and do your mission, souls will be saved, and you will help set 
captives Absolutely Free. 
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 A maze in grace. How good are your problem solving abilities? Do 
you enjoy working on a puzzle? Suppose somebody sponsored a contest to 
walk through a maze, and if you figured it out you'd win a big prize.  
 So you step into the maze. You immediately come to a 4-way 
intersection with arrows and handwriting on the walls. Some arrows point 
one way, some another. Next to the arrows are lists of reasons why your 
predecessors chose their paths. After reading the list, you decide one makes 
more sense than the others, and you choose that direction. As you turn down 
that aisle, a door shuts behind you.  
 You come to another intersection. One path has blood splashed on the 
walls. Written in blood it says, "Wrong way." You jump back in 
astonishment, and see another sign, nervously written: "Its not a game!" You 
look at the other signs: "Don't make any mistakes!" "There's no turning 
back.". You start walking. A door shuts behind you.  
 You turn a corner, and face a wall. A door shuts behind you. You grab 
the knob. Its locked. You're boxed in. So you call out, "OK, I give up. This 
isn't funny." As you read another sign that says, "You fool, there's no way 
out," you smell gas being ventilated into the chamber. Whatever kind of gas 
it is, it’s making you fell ill.  
 Dropping to the floor and groping around frantically for a way out, 
you mutter in desperation, "Oh Jesus save me!" At once the smoke clears, 
and the doors open up, and the map left on the floor in the doorway shows 
the layout of the maze. There is a way out. 
 The map was available all along. It’s called the Holy Bible, and God 
provided it to show anybody who wanted to know the route to safety the 
way. Jesus is the way (John 14:6). According to the Bible, all who call upon 
Him will be saved (Rom 10:13). So no matter how many wrong turns you've 
made, you really can turn back.  
 There are a lot of convincing mistakes you can make (Prov 14:12). 
Just because one way seems to be the most popular, doesn't mean that it’s 
the best way (Matt 7:13-14). The handwriting on the wall might say, "You 
fool, there's no way out (Dan 5:25-28)," but Jesus took any handwriting 
against us, and nailed it to His cross (Col 2:14), accepting the consequences 
of our actions and receiving the penalty on our behalf (Gal 3:13).  
 Don't think that because of poor choices you may have made, you're 
boxed in to an ill fate. Simply call on Jesus and read your map, and He'll set 
you Absolutely Free. 
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 Mr. Postman look and see, if there's a letter in your bag for me. 
Toward the end of the 1800's, mail order catalogs became known as "wish 
books." No matter who you were, or how remote of a location you lived in, 
you could obtain the same material comforts as people in the big city, 
through the faithfulness of our postal service.  
 It's odd how once you've placed your order you become satisfied, 
even though you haven't received your order yet. Simply knowing that you 
will get it quenches your appetite. If the catalog says, "Please allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery," You can actually put the whole thing out of your mind 
until that time.  
 The word "wish" is synonymous with the word "pray." You can find 
them both in Roget's Thesaurus under the heading "request." As a matter of 
fact, look under the heading "messenger" in the same book, and you'll find 
both the words "mailman" and "angel." 
 The original "wish book" didn't come from Sears and Roebuck. It 
came from the Throne Room of Grace. It’s called the Bible. No matter who 
you are, or how remote of a location you live in, you can receive the same 
spiritual comforts as people in the big churches, because God doesn't respect 
people according to their position (Rom 2:11). You need not belong to any 
particular denomination. Jesus granted requests for people who weren't His 
religion while He was here on earth (Luke 17:17+18, Mark 7:26-30).  
 Why do people have peace after they order something from a catalog, 
before they receive it? Because they have faith that the purchasing house 
will send their order, and that the postal service will deliver it in due time. 
Understanding how the system works helps you to understand and have faith 
in the way God works (Matt 8:8-10). You can pray, and have perfect peace 
that you will receive what you have sent for (1John 5:14+15). 
 How can you know that what you want is in God's will or not? The 
answer to that is; how do you know if Sears and Roebuck carry a certain 
item or not? You read your wish book. Once you know how to use a mail 
order catalog, obtaining things through the mail are no problem. It’s the 
same with the Bible. However there may be a 4-6 week, or other waiting 
period for delivery (Dan 10:12-14). Maybe not (Gen 24:15).  
 Whatever you truly need, God has it in stock. Not rain, nor sleet, nor 
snow, nor hail, can keep his messengers from making their appointed rounds. 
So open your wish book, and place an order. There's no postage or handling; 
delivery is Absolutely Free! 
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 Lights, Camera, Action! Hollywood is good at making things seem 
like something that they are not. In the movie "Terminator 2," They made 
Arnold Schwartzeneger look like a half-man/half-robot. They made his 
adversary look like he was made of liquid metal.  There was a scene in the 
movie, where the kid told Arnold, "Remember, don't kill anybody." Then, as 
they went to barge into some place where they weren't welcome, an innocent 
security guard came out to stop them. Arnold shot the man once in each 
kneecap with a large-bore pistol, then turned to the kid and said, "He'll live." 
 If you saw this movie in the theater, you might remember that at this 
point the audience broke into laughter. Hollywood had succeeded again in 
making something appear as something it wasn't. It wasn't funny. The man 
portrayed was only doing his job. If someone you loved were a security 
guard, you may not have laughed. 
 Sometimes it’s easy to get caught up in the flow of things. But no 
matter how convincing someone else's reasoning seems to be, ultimately you 
will be called to account for your own reasoning (Matt 12:36). Since it 
seems that Hollywood isn't reliable to set a good moral standard, what can 
you turn to as a guideline between right and wrong? 
 The Bible is that standard (2Tim 3:16). Most people, not only church 
people, agree. But how many people do you know that actually know what 
the Bible has to say? How many people do you know that watched 
Terminator 2? Do you see the problem?  
 When God said, "Remember, don't kill anybody (Ex 20:13)," He 
didn't mean that its OK to mangle them, but leave them alive. Jesus clarified 
this commandment when He said to treat others as you would have them 
treat you (Luke 6:31).   
 When Adam sinned, he tried to roll the blame over on Eve (Gen 3:12). 
But that didn't cut it with God, and Adam still had to pay for his sin (Gen 
3:17). Since excuses don't work with God, shouldn't you find out what does 
work? You might be surprised to find that He doesn't expect perfection from 
you (1John 1:7-9).  
 God isn't in competition with Hollywood. He can outdo them anytime. 
Get hold of a Bible and find out how He has done it before. No matter what 
it costs to get into a movie theater, admission into Heaven is Absolutely 
Free. 
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 Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These according to the 
Declaration of Independence are what governments are to secure for their 
people. Notice that they don't guarantee that you'll ever find the happiness 
that you're pursuing.  
 People need fulfillment. No matter how many laws a government 
passes, they can't give life to anybody. They can't give liberty to someone 
with a debilitating disease, and they can't help those who've lost hope pursue 
happiness. It’s not their job. It’s God's. 
 But people think that if they turn to God, they're going to have to give 
up everything they enjoy. And so they float from one whim to another, or 
from one relationship to another, avoiding Him like the plague, trying to find 
the ideal situation. It's like digging for radishes in an orange grove. If they'd 
stop digging and look up, they'd find something delicious to eat right within 
reach, instead of straining for something bitter. 
 You see the Bible teaches us that God designed us with a specific 
purpose in mind. He has a plan for our lives, for good things (Jer 29:11). 
And if bad things come along while we're pursuing what He has for us, He'll 
turn it around and use it for our good (Rom 8:28). But He resists the proud, 
and lifts up the humble (James 4:6). He could want to make someone a 
tycoon in the footwear industry, but because that person considers 
themselves too good to work in a shoe store, they miss it.  
 For many people, God has created the perfect mate for them. But 
society has so glorified the young/single lifestyle, people will avoid seeking 
love, thinking that a fulfilling relationship will hinder their freedom; their 
freedom to continue getting involved in empty relationships that don't work, 
and produce hurt feelings and neglected children. 
 Is it any wonder that in the model prayer that Jesus taught His 
disciples, He stressed the importance of asking God to lead us away from 
temptation (Matt 6:13)? Many people who walk outside the will of God, 
pray, don't get what they pray for, and think that it doesn't work. The Bible 
says that they ask in error (James 4:3). Like as if a teenager were to run 
away from home, then call Mom on the phone to ask for drug money. 
 If you ever get tired of digging for radishes, turn to Jesus; He'll give 
you a break (Matt 11:28). He is the one who gives life, liberty, and 
happiness (John 10:10), and He gives it to you Absolutely Free!  
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 Coming Attractions! Remember what it was like going to the drive-
in movies? People went there to get something: maybe romance, maybe fun, 
maybe trouble. Some people even went to see the movie. Some people 
simply went because it was cool. 
 The popcorn at the concession stand might have been the best in the 
world, but while you were inside getting it, you were probably missing part 
of the picture. If you were necking with your date, or hanging out with the 
cool people, being cool, you were probably missing part of the picture. 
 If you were a kid who lived near a drive-in, chances are you knew a 
pretty good spot where you could view the movie from outside the fence. 
It’s just easier to hear the story inside, because you're closer to the speaker 
stands. It’s designed that way. 
 It’s a lot like going to church. People go to church to get something: 
maybe status, maybe charity, maybe answered prayers. Some people even go 
to hear the word of God preached from the pulpit. Some people go because 
it’s a righteous place to go. 
 And just like at the drive-in, there are people who are distracted by all 
the things going on at church, and missing part of the picture (Luke 
10:40+41).  
 Just like the kids outside the fence, there are people outside of church 
who can see the big picture pretty clearly (Rom 2:14). But it’s easier to hear 
inside, because that's the way its designed (Heb 10:25). 
 The picture at church this week is based on the best selling book: "The 
Holy Bible." It’s a true story that can have a dramatic impact on your life 
(Matt 7:24+25). But in order for it to have impact on your life, you've got to 
pay attention (Matt 13:15).  
 The whole reason for a theater, or a church's existence is to present the 
"big picture," so that people can benefit from what they see there (Eph 
4:11+12). The more you see, the more benefit you get. So don't stay out of 
church, struggling to understand the truth. You might have a clear picture of 
what's going on, but the words are important too. In fact, the words in 
church, unlike the script at a movie, are spirit, and life (John 6:63).  
 Just like you might go to the movies this weekend, how about going to 
church? Its food for your soul, but unlike the popcorn at the concession 
stand, its Absolutely Free. 
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 "You're Fired." 
 "Fired!? How can I be fired? What did I do wrong?" 
 "Nothing." 
 "Then how can you fire me?" 
 "Well, you probably would have screwed up eventually, so we're 
letting you go."              
 In reality, you don't know anybody who was fired like in the example 
above. You may know someone who was fired, but right or wrong, there is a 
reason that decision was made. Guaranteed. But that doesn't necessarily 
mean it was fair. 
 Suppose God created everybody at the same time, put some on the 
left, some on the right, and then pointed to one group and said, "OK, all you 
folks get to spend the rest of eternity in Heaven, you others can go to Hell." 
That wouldn't be any more fair than firing somebody for something they 
hadn't done yet.  
 Most employers will allow their people to screw up a few times before 
they finally give someone the ax. Upon reading the Bible, you'll find that 
God will too (1John 1:9). As a matter of fact, it says that there's no limit to 
His mercy (Psalm 136:1). That goes way beyond simply being fair. So why 
do bad things happen then? 
 The Bible promises rewards for those who overcome (Rev 3:5). If 
there were nothing to overcome, it stands to reason that there would be no 
reward. You see, when metal goes to the refinery, they melt it, and 
impurities float to the top to be drawn off, purifying the metal. The Bible 
says that adversity is a fiery trial, which tries your faith (1Pet 1:7). 
 It even goes so far as to say that when you are being tried, you should 
rejoice, knowing that you are being improved, and that you should let the 
trial run its course, so that you might wind up perfect (James 1:2-4). Tough 
times make tough people. 
 God has given each of us this life to prove which destination is for us. 
He's written the Bible as guide, so when it’s over, nobody will be able to 
make excuses (Rom 1:20). We’ll be judged according to what we have done 
(Matt 16:27). It’s a pretty simple formula: Team up with Jesus, and you're 
cool. Refuse, and you get fired (John 3:18). 
 Remember, God doesn't owe us anything. Although it’s not always a 
fun ride, He gives us this opportunity to choose eternal life Absolutely Free. 
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 Your wish is my command. Suppose one day you find an ornate 
bottle lying in the garbage. You wipe the dust off of it, and poof!... A 
supernatural being kneels before you and tells you that you have 3 wishes 
coming to you for releasing him. 
 What's first? A never ending pile of cash? Eternal youth? Good looks 
and physique that no member of the opposite sex can resist? Suppose you 
get all 3. 
 Now you can't explain all this money, so the government sentences 
you to a life term in a prison (where there are no members of the opposite 
sex) for tax evasion. Sorry, you're out of wishes. There's no end to the ways 
the wishes can backfire on you.  
 Suppose you're first wish were for peace and contentment. What are 
you going to waste your other two wishes on, seeing that you're already 
content? If money brought happiness, none of the people who can afford a 
psychiatrist would need one.  
 If you were irresistible to members of the opposite sex, it sounds 
great, but what happens when you fall in love with just one of them? The 
rest still can't keep their hands off of you. Do you suppose you'd be able to 
maintain a trusting relationship, without your mate constantly worrying if 
you're being faithful or not? 
 But what kind of fool could be content without riches, or fame, or 
splendor, or any of the other embellishments that accompany the popular 
American dream? Well, according to the Bible, a prime example of what a 
Christian is supposed to be (Heb 13:5). 
  If a Christian has a solid grip on the fringe benefits of their calling, 
there's no reason for them be uptight (Phil 4:6). They get more than 3 wishes 
(Matt 21:22), and they don't have to ask for eternal life, because its part of 
the package (John 3:16). And where they're going, they don't have any use 
for money anyway (Matt 6:19+20).  
 Most people tend to think that if they found a supernatural being in a 
bottle they'd have it made. Well, though you probably won't find one in a 
bottle, you will find one in a Bible (John 1:1). The wishes He grants won't 
backfire on you, because He won't grant those that aren't in your best interest 
(James 4:2+3).   
 Wouldn't you pay any price for a bottle that you knew held this 
power? Well put your money away, because it's been available to you all 
along Absolutely Free. 
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 "Alright Mugsy, now you're gonna pay..." Its been said that if 
someone pulls a gun on you, and then starts talking, the way to keep them 
from pulling the trigger is to not allow them to finish what they are saying. 
The desire to express themselves is greater than their desire to hurt you. 
They want you to realize what you have done, and then you will understand 
that they are justified in what they are doing. 
 Getting someone to understand them is their motive. Frustration is 
perhaps the very first unpleasant thing a person learns in life. If you could 
remember being a baby, you would recall the inability to express yourself. 
You weren't able to explain to anyone, I'm cold, or hungry, or wet, or tired, 
or sick. That's why you cried. 
 The frustration that results from not being understood is what drives 
people to acts of desperation. Self-expression is so vital to human nature; the 
founding fathers of the United States decided that freedom needed to be in 
the 1st amendment of the bill of rights.  
 As a matter of fact, the oldest part of the Bible, the Book of Job, 
demonstrates how terrible this frustration is. It tells the story of an innocent 
man who suffered greatly. Briefly in 2 chapters it tells how he lost all of his 
possessions, his children, and the respect of his wife (Job 1:13-2:9). But the 
agonizing part is the next 34 chapters (Job 3-37), When Job tries to express 
his innocence, and no one is willing to listen, believe, or understand him. 
 The Bible says that the need to express yourself is driven by your 
spirit (Job 32:18). When it hits you, its like pressure is building up, and if 
you don't relieve it by speaking, and being heard, you're liable to burst (Job 
32:19+20).  
 The Bible says that when God communicates with us, He is pleading 
His case before us (Ezek 20:35+36). Just before this passage, He outlines 
how many times He had talked with His people, and they didn't listen to a 
word He had said (Ezek 20:5-32). He simply wants everyone to understand 
Him (1Tim 2:4). You can relate to that. Won't you open a Bible and let Him 
speak His mind to you? 
 It’s the 1st part of life. It’s the 1st part of the Bill of Rights. 
Chronologically, it’s the 1st part of the Bible. He has provided us with all 3 
Absolutely Free. 
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 "Welcome to Sherwood Forest!" What would it have been like to be 
a farmer back in the days of yore, when you worked the land only to feed the 
nobility in the castle up the road, and leave you with crumbs? Because you 
would have been a peasant, and there was no public school system, your 
children would work out in the fields with you.  
 Then the Sheriff of Nottingham’s men come through, ransack your 
home, and claim all your valuables as taxes. You look back at your family. 
Their hopes are dashed, and their spirit broken. Life has turned out to be a 
futile cycle of toil and pain. Why go on? 
 As you and your family cling to the ruins of your meager existence, 
men come riding out of the woods, hauling the same wagon containing all 
your worldly possessions that the soldiers had driven off with. As they return 
more to you than was taken away, they advise you that the Sheriff will 
probably try to retaliate, and that you should seek refuge in Sherwood Forest 
with Robin Hood, and his band of men. 
 What are you gonna do, say, "Thank you for returning all that was 
taken from us, but we're going to stay here, and wait for the soldiers to come 
and take it away again"? Or does the idea of providing safety for your wife 
and children, while you join Robin, and help restore others' lives, in defiance 
of the Sheriff sound pretty good to you? 
 Well the decision is yours. Its the greatest epic of good vs. evil ever 
written, and you're right in the middle of it. Not just you though. Your 
family is caught up in it too. You see, this world is within the realm of the 
Sheriff of Hell (2Cor 4:4). He and his minions travel about, taking whatever 
they want, from whoever they want (1Pet 5:8). Whoever that is, except those 
under the protection of the Prince of Peace (Psa 90:10+11).  
 Not only will He protect you and your family (Acts 16:31), but should 
you choose to help in His crusade to restore others' lives, He'll equip you to 
fight (Eph 6:13-17), and He personally assures you that you will not lose 
(Luke 10:19). 
 One of the things that Jesus returns is your innocence (Matt 26:28). If 
you look back on your past, you can probably think of several things that the 
Lord has restored to you. What are you gonna do, say, "Thank you for 
returning all that was taken from me, but I'm gonna stay under the power of 
darkness, and wait for the demons to come and take it away again"? Or are 
you gonna side up with Jesus, and live Absolutely Free? 
 



 The Routing: Volume 1 

 52 

 The customer is always right. Do you remember when customer 
satisfaction was considered an important aspect of service related industry? 
Signs like, "Satisfaction guaranteed" have been replaced with, "No receipt, 
No refund." There was a time when a business wouldn't even think of 
questioning the integrity of their patrons in such a fashion. 
 It wasn't because of some naive notion that everyone is honest. It was 
because of the reputation that you could build as a vendor who placed 
consideration for the treatment of their customers above the desire to insure 
that you are being treated fairly. Putting others before yourself used to be a 
foundational principle of successful business. 
 How would you do it if you owned your own retail establishment? 
Would you teach your employees to say, "I'm very sorry for any 
inconvenience sir," or, "Hey buddy, you're holding up the line?" Knowing 
fully well that your business depended on the income provided by your 
customers, wouldn't you teach your employees to wait on those customers 
courteously? Wouldn't you set the example of courtesy yourself? 
 Well, here's your big chance. You see the Bible tells us that we have 
been purchased by God with His own blood (Acts 20:28, 1 Cor 6:20). That 
makes us the product, and Him the customer. Knowing fully well that your 
eternal condition depends on His providence, what can you do to secure His 
return business?  
 Perhaps a market survey (reading the Bible) is in order. Like in 
business, putting others before yourself is a foundational principle behind 
success with Him (Luke 22:25-27). You could set the example by waiting on 
Him (Psa 27:14). You certainly don't want Him returning the merchandise 
because of poor service (Heb 2:3).  
 Because everything you need to know to provide it is available to you 
in the Bible, you can guarantee satisfaction. Or does the sign you display 
toward God say, "Your word isn't good enough, I need proof?" That type of 
attitude doesn't attract His business (Matt 12:39). But you can put forth a 
little extra effort, and He may even leave you a tip (Matt 25:28). It's up to 
you. You can be a defective product, or you can provide a no frills service, 
or in order to please the customer, you can provide extra service Absolutely 
Free. 
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 “In Gear For Christ”  

1.    The sky is falling 
2.    Gun Control 
3.    Beam me up Scotty 
4.    Booze in the blender 
5.    The leader of the pack 
6.    God is my co-pilot 
7.    Kill’em all, let God sort’em out 
8.    Mirror, mirror on the wall 
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10.  For better or worse 
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21.  Death before dishonor 
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23.  Ooh la la 
24.  I vant to drink your blood 
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51. My compliments to the chef 
52. Hard to find good help 

 

FAIRFIELD 
CHRISTIAN 

GROUP 
THE GOOD NEWS NEWSLETTER 

 
Volume 2 



 The Routing: Volume 2 

 1 

 The sky is falling! The sky is falling! Although this quote is from an 
imaginary bird, Its not very far from how science explained the sky before 
the telescope was invented. They believed that the sky was a huge dome, and 
that the stars were like holes poked through it, where light on the outside of 
the astral canopy shined in. 
 Of course now we know better. The light from the stars doesn't come 
from outside the darkness. The light radiates from stars located within the 
dark expanse of space. Outside that canopy was where they thought Heaven 
was. But anything you can see, taste, touch, feel, hear or smell, is part of the 
natural world. Heaven is part of the supernatural world (John 18:36). So you 
can look for Heaven outside, but you won't find it. 
 That's how it was for the people in the Bible. They knew that God was 
going to send a Savior who was going to rescue His people from evil 
forever. They even knew when He was supposed to show up (Dan 9:25). 
And when Jesus showed up, right on time, many of them believed that He 
was that Savior. 
 But they were expecting Him to take over; to wage war against the 
evil Roman Empire, lead His people in victory, and set up His kingdom here 
on earth (John 6:14+15). Instead, He showed up, rode into town, and they 
killed Him. So, many who thought that He was the Messiah, or Savior, 
decided that they were mistaken.  
 Just like the scientists of the pre-Galileo era, their mistake was 
looking for Heaven around this world. The reason evil has power over 
people, is because they are guilty of sin. Once Christ died on the cross to pay 
the penalty for sin, the power of evil was broken (Rom 5:18). And so Christ 
did rescue His people from evil forever. 
 But the kingdom He established here on earth is within you (Col 
1:27). The Bible says that when He died on the cross, He defeated and 
humiliated evil in the spirit realm, triumphing over it (Col 2:15), even 
though in the natural, it appeared as though He lost. 
 Does it seem some times in the natural world that you're losing? When 
you're surrounded by darkness, just like the stars in space, He can kindle a 
fire in you, that will shine before others, and light the darkness for them too 
(2 Cor 4:6). That fire is the Holy Spirit. If you ask, Jesus will place it within 
you Absolutely Free. 
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 Gun Control. Suppose that a bill was just brought up before the 
legislature, outlawing the sale of semi-automatic rifles. While sitting in a 
lobby, you find yourself next to your congressman. So you ask him, "Where 
do you stand on this gun bill?" He answers with, "Well, I would definitely 
oppose any law leaving only the outlaws armed, however I question the 
necessity for a large volume of fire."  
 So where exactly does he stand on the issue? Don't you hate it when 
politicians dance around the question? Isn't it easier to respect a person who 
is wrong, but committed to their cause, as a matter of principle; than a 
person who is so afraid of being politically incorrect, that they'll say 
whatever they think the other person wants to hear? 
 Suppose his answer was, "I'm not really familiar with that legislation, 
so I guess I'll be voting blind on that one." Wouldn't it make you angry that 
he would make such an important decision, with no knowledge to base it on? 
What if he said, "Well, I'm opposed to it, but I'm voting for it," or visa-
versa? What kind of sense does that make?  
 Controversial questions are always tough to answer. You know the 
next question asked will be, "Why do you feel that way?" In answering that 
one, you reveal your values, and in doing so, shine a little light on the 
quality of your character. 
 Do you believe in Jesus? Why do you feel that way?  Don't vote blind. 
Read the Bible. The Word of God is able to save your soul (James 1:21). 
You are saved by believing in Jesus (John 3:16). That faith comes from 
hearing the Word (Rom 10:17). You can't believe in something you haven't 
heard (Rom 10:14). 
 You're not by any chance a person who says "Yes" with their words, 
and "No" with their actions, are you? That type of behavior really ticks Jesus 
off (Mark 7:6). He said that people who do that worship Him in vain (Mark 
7:7). The Bible says that if your faith isn't reflected in your actions, then 
your faith is dead (James 2:17).  
 Politicians can dance around a question, but they have to vote "Yea," 
or "Nay." They can't vote "Both." Neither can you. Is it time to vote? You 
cast the deciding ballot, on whether you get ratified or vetoed. Its a choice 
you are able to make, Absolutely Free. 
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 "Beam me up Scotty...There's no intelligent life down here." Have 
you ever fantasized about being on a starship? Wouldn't it be cool to be able 
to step into a transporter, and the next thing you know, materialize 
somewhere else?  
 The implication of the word fantasize is that something becomes 
fantasy. Like materialize: Something becomes material. Or realize: 
Something becomes real. If you've never had a traffic accident, you might 
not realize the importance of auto insurance. But once you're involved in a 
wreck, its importance becomes very real. It is realized. 
 Science tells us that the technology for teleportation may actually be 
possible. So even though Star Trek isn't real, those people who fantasize 
about being beamed somewhere might someday realize that dream. But 
that's nothing new to some people. 
 You see although science fiction may have coined the term 
teleportation, its a concept that people who have read the Bible have been 
familiar with for centuries. There are instances in the Bible where people 
vanished from one place, and appeared somewhere else (Gen 5:24, Luke 
24:31+36-39, Acts 8:39+40). 
 The difference is that the Bible isn't a fantasy. Its real. Eventually, 
everyone will come to the realization of that (Rom 14:11). But just like auto 
insurance, the reality of Jesus, and His importance to us, may become real to 
some of us the hard way...too late. After you've had a wreck is the wrong 
time to start looking for insurance. After you've died is the wrong time to 
start looking for Jesus.  
 What if Jesus has never become real to you? What can you do? Make 
a legitimate effort to look for Him. The Bible says that those who look for 
Him will find Him (Jer 29:13). Many People who deep down inside really 
know that, yet haven't sought for Him, are afraid of what they might find. 
That's smart. The Bible says the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
(Prov 9:10). But it also says that He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
abundant in loving kindness, and relents from doing harm (Jonah 4:2).  
 So if you really want to seek out new life, and boldly go where no 
man has gone before, Captain Kirk can't help you out. But if you want to go 
to the real final frontier, pray to Jesus. He can take you there Absolutely 
Free. 
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 "...But there's booze in the blender, and soon it will render, that 
frozen concoction that helps me hang on." Margaritaville - Jimmy Buffet. 
 Is one of the things that keeps you from seeking after God a 
propensity to get stiff? Some churches teach that when the word "wine" is 
used in the Bible, its talking about grape juice. That's too bad. Because its 
not true. In the original languages that the Bible was written in, they have 
words for wine, and words for juice. If they meant juice, they would have 
written juice. They wrote wine. 
 The first thing Noah did after he got off the ark and got settled in, was 
he planted a vineyard, made some wine, got drunk, and crashed out naked in 
his tent (Gen 9:20+21). The first miracle that Jesus performed according to 
the Bible, was at a wedding where they had drunk all the wine. He made 120 
to 180 gallons more (John 2:1-11). 
 The Bible says that Jesus drank (Luke 7:34). It also says that Jesus 
never sinned. However, you're not going to find a passage in the Bible where 
He got drunk. It does say that there is no place in Heaven for drunkards (1 
Cor 6:10). A drunkard is someone who gets drunk regularly. It defines who 
they are. 
 So where do you draw the line? That's an individual decision (Rom 
14:12). If you doubt that it is OK to drink, then it is a sin if you do (Rom 
14:23). If when you drink, its in charge of you, rather than you being in 
charge of it, don't drink (1 Cor 6:12). You're going to be held accountable 
for your actions no matter who was in charge.   
 Jesus told a story about a sinner who showed up at the temple. He 
prayed and asked God to have mercy on him for all of his shortcomings. 
Next to him was a church dude who thanked God for not creating him as a 
sinner like the other guy. Jesus said that the sinner was justified, and not the 
church dude (Luke 18:14). 
 One of the things you might find out when you look into the Bible, is 
that you're not as terrible a person to God as you thought you were. You can 
be that person who goes home justified. Don't let other peoples' 
misconceptions about what is important in religion, and what is not, keep 
you from discovering Jesus in your life. He'll fix you some living water, 
stronger than any drink you've ever had Absolutely Free. 
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 The leader of the pack. Ambition. Power. Power is as good as 
money. Others use their money to influence those who have power. Almost 
every American boy has been told, "You could grow up to be president 
someday." The ultimate goal: Top of the heap. 
 It was the same in the Bible. Jesus chose 12 men to be His close 
associates. Then they argued about who was the most important (Luke 
22:24). Once, a couple of them even told Him what offices they would like 
to hold (Mark 10:37). He told them that if anyone wanted to be #1, they had 
to make themselves a slave to the others (Mark 10:43-44). 
 The world needs good leaders. So, on the night Jesus had His last 
supper with His 12 buddies, He demonstrated God's idea of leadership. He 
washed their feet (John 13:5), a chore reserved for a servant or slave. He said 
this was an example to follow (John 13:15). 
 This idea of the most important person doing the least important 
things was totally foreign to them. Their idea of a leader was someone great 
and mighty, who lorded their authority over others (Mark10:42). But Jesus 
said that the first shall be last, and the last first (Mark 10:31). It is still 
difficult for most people to understand today. 
 It has been said that the most common last words of young men, dying 
in combat were, "Mama." As their life drained, and their consciousness of 
reality drifted away, their minds cried out to the only source of pure 
dependence they'd ever known. 
 The reason the apostles didn't understand Jesus' idea of leadership, 
was because they were men. As they looked for an avenue to power and 
glory, they completely forgot the perfect example of a leader that God had 
provided for them since birth: Their mother.  
 In a traditional home, the father left for most of the day, and worked 
outside of the home. Of the people left in the home, the mother was in 
charge. As supreme commander and queen, she fed those who were hungry, 
and provided drink for those who were thirsty. She pampered those who 
were hurt, and washed those who were dirty. 
 A popular psychologist has said that being a mother is the "most 
important job in the universe." The whole foundation of a persons character, 
what they amount to in this world, and much of what they carry into the 
next, is formed by this master builder of love: Mom. 
 Most of the love, most of the care, most of the service and mercy and 
understanding that most people have received from God, they got through 
their Mom, Absolutely Free. 
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 God is my co-pilot. Suppose one night, you're flying an aircraft, and 
you hear this transmission over the radio: "flight 609 (that's you), you're 
cleared for landing on runway 27. Begin your final approach." You look out 
your window toward the airport, and there's heavy ground fog. You can see 
the lights of the runways, but you can't see the numbers painted on them. So 
which one is runway 27? 
 The aircraft on the ground know that you're coming down, so they've 
gotten out of the way, and they're waiting on other runways. If you try to 
land on the wrong runway, you'll collide with them, killing you, your 
passengers and them.  
 Eventually this trip has to stop. Whether it ends by everyone arriving 
at their intended destination, or by everyone perishing in flames, depends on 
you. Its just like life. One runway leads to destruction, one leads to safety 
(Matt 7:13+14). Which is which? 
 Well with airplanes, the runways are laid-out according to the points 
on a compass. North=360°, South=180°, East=90°, and West=270°. If you 
are to land on runway 27, you'll be heading 270° on the runway that runs 
East and West. From the air its easy to tell which one that is, once you know 
how the system works.  
 Not crashing in life is just as simple, once you know how the system 
works (Rom 10:13+14). But there should be a sense of urgency involved. If 
you're just sitting back in a holding pattern, you could run out of fuel and 
crash (Luke 12:20).  
 Your passengers are those who look up to you. If someone considers 
you a role model, and you're headed in the wrong direction, you'll take them 
down with you. The Bible clearly says that if you cause someone else to 
crash, you'll be held responsible (Matt 18:6+7). But you could lead someone 
to safety (James 5:20). 
 But God won't be your co-pilot. That word indicates that He's second 
in command. If you let Him be in charge though, you needn't ever worry 
about not arriving safely at your destination (Psalms 112:7-9). 
 Don't let someone else be your role model, and take you down with 
them. Everything you need to know to be an ace pilot of life is in your Bible 
(2 Tim 3:16). Inside you'll find a 1st class ticket to Paradise, on Jesus 
Airways Absolutely Free. 
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 Kill'em all, and let God sort'em out. Believe it or not, this is 
basically exactly what the commander of the Christian forces told his troops, 
at the end of the 1st crusade, when capturing Jerusalem. The crusades were 
called the holy wars. 
 How can there be a "holy" war? Opponents to Christianity bring up 
the crusades as an obvious case of hypocrisy. Didn't God say, "Thou shalt 
not kill (Ex 20:13)?" How can you be a Christian, and still be a soldier? 
Don't those titles contradict one another?  
 No. The meaning of the commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," has 
been twisted by everyone from people wishing to avoid the draft, to 
vegetarians. After all, it doesn't say, "Thou shalt not kill people." The 
meaning is do not murder.  
 After God told His people not to kill, He led them to the "promised 
land." He told them that He was giving it to them. The only draw back was 
that somebody else already lived there. No problem. God  told the army that 
they should kill every man, woman, child, and sometimes even the livestock 
of the enemy peoples (1 Sam 15:3). 
 So obviously, its not a sin to go to war. The Bible even says that God 
is a man of war (Ex 15:3). God's way of maintaining order is to appoint 
someone to carry a sword (Rom 13:4). Once Jesus said of paying taxes, 
"Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's, and unto God what is God's (Mark 
12:17). Many people have applied this scripture to military service, as 
rendering unto the government what is theirs. 
 The problem with the crusades was corruption. Muslims had invaded 
portions of Christian Europe. The pope (there was only one Christian 
denomination at the time: Catholic) called on the nobility of Europe to unite, 
counter Muslim aggression, and to recapture and preserve the holy land. 
These motives were honorable. 
 The call to fight for the sake of God, was answered so 
overwhelmingly by the common man, that they assembled a massive 
fighting force. Once nobility realized the profit they could make with such a 
huge force, they directed the fighting toward the taking of plunder, instead 
of serving God (1 Tim 6:10). 
 Military service is honorable because Jesus said that greater love has 
no man, than he would lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Jesus 
gave us His Absolutely Free. 
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 Mirror, mirror, on the wall... Suppose one day, you're getting ready 
to go somewhere, so you just take one quick look in the mirror before you 
take off. You see your hair is tangled, you've got food stuck between your 
teeth, your shirt's stained, your zipper's open, your pants are too short, and 
your socks don't match. 
 Just as you're thinking, "Oh man, I've got to make some changes 
before I do anything," the phone rings. As you go to answer the phone, you 
forget what you just saw in the mirror. Your friend on the phone asks if 
you're ready to go, and you think, "Let's see, got my shoes on, got my keys, 
yup, I'm ready!" 
 After a full day, you go home feeling pretty content. But then you see 
yourself in the mirror again. Egad. There's only one thing to do. Get rid of 
the mirror. As long as you didn't see yourself in the mirror, you were happy. 
But when you would see your reflection, you were uncomfortable. No 
mirror, no problem. Right?  
 Or is something wrong with that line of reasoning? Now consider this: 
Isn't this the same line of reasoning many people use to avoid going to 
church? They might say, "Too many hypocrites in church," or "All church is 
really after is your money." But the truth might be that they just feel 
uncomfortable in church. So, no church, no problem right?  
 Where you're getting ready to go is your eternal destination. You 
might want to make some changes before you leave (Matt 3:2). The Bible 
shows your reflection the way God sees you (1 Cor 13:12, James 1:23+24).  
 Avoiding the truth doesn't make it less true. Jesus is the truth 
personified (John 14:6). He really is God (John 1:1). Because He created us, 
deep down inside, everyone really knows it’s true (Jer 1:5). If what He has 
said makes you uncomfortable, ditching the mirror doesn't solve the 
problem. Making the changes leads to salvation (Acts 2:37+38). 
 Spiritual changes. Haircuts and nerd clothes aren't required. If you 
visit a church that focuses on those things, keep moving. Find a church that 
preaches the words of Jesus, and He'll begin to change you inside, saving 
you, Absolutely Free. 
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 Stay tuned for this week's winning lottery numbers. These words 
come over the air as you watch TV in a local bar on your day off. The 
announcer says that this week's jackpot is up to $953 billion, and he rattles 
off the numbers.  
 Then some old guy down the bar says, "Well looky here, I've got the 
winning ticket." The bartender looks and says, "I'll be dipped, you sure do. 
What're you gonna do with all that money?" The old guy says, "I've got 
more money than I can spend; Do you want the ticket?" He replies, "No 
thanks, I wouldn't know what to do with all that dough." 
 He offers it to others and they say, "Beat it old man. Go bother 
someone else." So he holds it out to you and says, "I hate to bother you, but 
would you accept this ticket? Its worth a lot of money." You look at it, and 
sure enough, its the winner. 
 How long do you suppose you're going to think about it? Do you see 
yourself struggling with the decision? Or do you see yourself laughing like a 
maniac, barreling down the road to cash it in, thinking about how your old 
boss is going to take the news? 
 So what's stopping you? This world is the bar, and God sits here 
quietly and offers eternal life, something no amount of money can buy, to 
any and all who will accept it (John 3:16). Don't you see people turning Him 
down all around you? What's the matter with them? If He were holding out a 
$25 winning ticket they'd fight each other over it.  
 Some don't know what they'd do with it, and they turn it down. Others 
are offended that He would invade their privacy, and sneer at Him. And yet 
He holds out Jesus; the only winning ticket (John 14:6), and offers salvation 
as a gift (Eph 2:8).  
 According to the Bible, the reason it is difficult to imagine what 
Heaven will be like, is because the overwhelming joy that awaits us goes so 
far beyond the limits of our mortal minds that we couldn't comprehend or 
even express it (Eph 3:19+20, Rom 8:18).  
 A lottery ticket is worth no more than the paper its printed on unless 
you use it. Neither is your faith (James 2:26). How long do you have to think 
about it? Why struggle with the decision? Accept Jesus and receive your 
salvation (John 1:12).God holds it out, easily within your reach, Absolutely 
Free. 
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 For better or worse, till death do you part. Wouldn't it be great to 
fall in love with and marry someone who was so attractive that mere eye 
contact with them would make your heart race? Some one whose body was 
built so well that no matter what they wore, they looked tantalizing, even 
irresistible? 
  And wouldn't it be great if your intimate time together was so 
exhilarating, that every romantic interlude with them left you breathless and 
fulfilled? And they said that they felt just as strongly toward you? In fact 
they loved sex so much that they wanted it all the time? And had it all the 
time? With the neighbors, and the person who brings the mail, and the 
counter attendant at the store, among others?  
 Or is this scene starting to sound not so good? What good does it do 
for you that they say they feel strongly to you, if they feel just as strongly to 
everyone else? Shouldn't they be faithful to you if you're the one who 
provides their home, and pays their bills? How would this kind of 
relationship make you feel? How long could you stay married feeling this 
way? 
 Wouldn't you finally have to separate yourself from them, to put an 
end to the pain and humiliation they've caused you; to regain your sanity and 
self esteem? Now you are beginning to understand the way that God feels. In 
the Bible, this is exactly how He describes it when people are not faithful to 
Him (Ezek 23:1-4). 
 God provides us with all that we have, whether we serve Him or not 
(Matt 5:45). Shouldn't we then be faithful to Him? Do you know of 
somebody who claims to believe in Jesus, but their actions show otherwise? 
What good does it do God for them to say they serve Him, but don't? He'll 
finally separate Himself from them (Matt 7:23).  
 Man and God are separated by sin (Gen 1-3). Jesus paid the penalty 
for sin (Rom 5:8). So now, if you'll accept allegiance to Jesus, that 
separation is gone (Heb 10:19-22). God wants a personal relationship with 
everyone so badly, that Christians are instructed to beg others to be 
reconciled to Him (2 Cor 5:20).  
 God wanted so desparately to bridge the gap between He and you, that 
He sent His only son to die for you, and make it possible. Crossing the 
bridge is something that you can do in return for all that He has done for 
you, Absolutely Free. 
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 If you've seen one, you've seen them all. One day you stop at a fast 
food place and order the deluxe burger, fries and a large cola. Unwrapping 
it, you find a fish sandwich, onion rings, and orange pop. So you tell the 
cashier about the mix-up. She says, "There's been no mix-up. You ordered a 
sandwich, a side order, and a soda. That's what you got." You ordered food, 
you got food. What's the problem? 
 Now let's apply that reasoning to religion: Muslims, Buddhists, 
Christians, and numerous other religions all believe that there is only one 
true God. So, many people outside of religious circles figure, "Call it what 
you will, Buddha, Allah, or whatever, it's still God. As long as you try to do 
good, and honor what you believe God to be, He'll honor that effort, and 
accept you." Wrong. 
 Each religion has their sacred writings which describe the character of 
their god, and how to conduct themselves in order to be accepted by it. All 
of the different religions describe different gods. If you were married, and 
your spouse had sex with someone else, would you honor and accept that as 
affection toward you?   
 Suppose a woman hears that some guy down the street just loves liver, 
so assumes that her husband must really like liver too. Her husband however 
despises the taste of liver. But wanting to please him, she fixes it for him 
every day. Would that please him? 
 What pleases the god of one religion, is despised by the god of 
another (Jer 32:35). They can't be the same guy. Unless the liver woman 
listens to her husband, She won't know what he likes, and won't be able to 
please him. Unless you listen to what God says, you won't be able to please 
Him either (Heb 11:6).  
 There is only one true God (Deut 4:35). We have all sinned (Rom 
3:23), and because of that we can't be accepted by God of our own accord 
(Matt 19:25+26). But Jesus accepted the punishment for our sins, so that we 
could be accepted by God as though we were sinless (2 Cor 5:21). The only 
way to God is through Jesus (John 14:6). 
 If God wanted liver or a fish sandwich, He would have ordered it. 
Instead He simply asks for faith. Faith in Jesus. In return He gives you 
salvation Absolutely Free. 
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 Ooh, eee, ooh ah ah, ting, tang, walla walla bing bang. "OK, if 
having faith in Jesus is the only way to get to Heaven (John 14:6), what 
about the natives in the jungles who have never heard of Jesus?" The 
implication of this question is that if they all go to hell, then God is unfair. If 
they don't, then Jesus isn't the only way. 

#1. If a person who has never heard of God, does by nature those 
things instructed in the Bible, they demonstrate that they have the 
rules written in their hearts, and are a rule unto themselves (Rom 
2:24+15). 
#2. You have heard of God and Jesus, so that exception doesn't apply 
to you. Those individuals who have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and don't choose Him as their Lord and Savior have refused their 
acceptance into Heaven (John 3:18+19). 
#3. On judgment day, Jesus will be deciding the judgment that 
determines whether they get to enter Heaven or not (John 5:22). So He 
is still the only way. 
#4. God appointed each person the time and place to live that would 
most encourage them to seek after and find Him; even though He is 
not far from any of us, for in Him we live and move and have our 
being (Acts 17:26-28). 
#5. People who live in places unreached by the gospel are aware of 
the existence of God because of the undeniable evidence of His 
attributes (Rom 1:20). 
#6. Jesus didn't come to save those who by nature do the things 
prescribed in the Bible. He came to save the sinners (1 Tim 1:15). Do 
you fit in this category? 
#7. People who have never heard the gospel will not be judged as 
though they had heard it. Those who have heard the gospel will be 
held accountable for their reaction to it, with stricter judgment (Luke 
12:47+48). 

 "Great. So I'd have been better off not having heard the gospel right?" 
Wrong. In the absence of the gospel, you are judged according to your every 
thought, word, and deed. With the knowledge of the gospel, you can choose 
Jesus as your savior, have your sins forgiven, and be rewarded only for the 
good parts of your life.  
 This is only possible because Jesus voluntarily accepted and endured 
the punishment for the bad parts. This He did out of love for you, Absolutely 
Free.  
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 Above and beyond the call of duty. Driving along one night, you see 
traffic stopped ahead, and people watching an orange glow. Pulling over, 
you hear "Help me, somebody help me!" Next to the road a man is trapped 
in the burning remains of an overturned car. Without a second thought you 
rush to his aid.  
 Using a broken sign post as a lever, you pry the wreckage from the 
man's body. Then you pull him to safety only moments before the explosion. 
When the police arrive on the scene, the crowd tells them of your bravery. A 
detective walks up, and shaking your hand says, "Thanks friend; Without 
your help we couldn't have captured this monster."  
 That's when you discover that the man you just rescued has admitted 
to molesting, torturing, and cannibalizing scores of children; the kind of 
person who delights in the misery of others. Had you known this, would you 
have risked your own life to save his?  
 The natural reaction to this situation would be to watch him fry. But if 
that's the way Jesus reacted, we'd all be doomed. We might not all be rapists 
or murderers, but we've all blown it (Rom 3:9-18). So where do you draw 
the line? How much evil is OK? 
 You see the great thing about the gospel of salvation is that it doesn't 
say, "Maybe if you're good enough you'll make it." It says, "You can make 
it, no matter how bad you are (Rom 10:13)." Only one person has ever been 
good: God alone (Luke 18:19). The rest of us all fall under sin, and the 
reward for sin is death (Rom 6:23).  
 So we are each trapped in a wreck we have created with our lives. 
Unless someone comes and saves you, you'll perish in the flames. But thanks 
to God, Jesus came to the rescue (Rom 7:24+25), and not only risked His 
life to save you; but died in the process.  
 But the beauty in this reality, is that He was fully aware of your every 
sin when He did it (Rom 5:6-8). So its not as though He would have changed 
His mind if He knew what you were really like. God is more aware of your 
weaknesses than you are.  
 So contrary to popular imagination, He is not bent on judgment; He is 
bent on love, and demonstrated it in this way. For love is the very fabric 
which makes up His being (1 John 4:8). And He is willing and eager to 
prove and give that love to you Absolutely Free. 
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 This is a limited time offer, so call now. One day you hear a knock 
at the door. Its the mailman with a registered letter from the IRS. Apparently 
you made the same mistake on your tax returns 3 years in a row, half a 
decade ago. With back taxes, penalties incurred, and accumulated interest, 
you owe the government $214,983.47. Pay up or go to jail. 
 Sometimes mistakes you've made come back to haunt you. What if all 
in one day, every mistake you have ever made came back to haunt you: One 
right after another, people were at the door to remind you of something that 
you'd done wrong, and issuing notice that you either make up for it, or suffer 
the consequences? 
 Not only would things that you had forgotten about be thrown in your 
face, but things you were never even aware of. As you sit there, 
overwhelmed at the prospect of a huge debt you can't possibly pay, another 
knock comes at the door. 
 But this time its your neighbor. He says, "I hope I'm not intruding, but 
I couldn't help but notice all the traffic over here, and I overheard your 
dilemma. I can see that you're over your head, and I was wondering if you 
would allow me to pay all those debts. I'd hate to see you go to jail, and I'd 
be happy to take the burden off your hands." 
 Got any neighbors like this? There is a day coming when you are 
going to have to face up to all your mistakes (Rev 20:12). Things that you 
had forgotten about, and things you never even knew about will be brought 
into account that day (Matt 12:36). 
 Only in the real deal, no neighbor is going to offer his help (Luke 
16:19-31). Because Jesus has been offering you this help all along. He offers 
to take your burdens (Matt 11:28). He knocks at the door of your heart, 
waiting for you to invite Him in (Rev 3:20). But so many people tell Him, "I 
don't need you. I'm OK. I can cover my own debts." 
 When they're faced with things they didn't remember or expect, it'll be 
too late. Jesus didn't die on the cross because it seemed like a neat thing to 
do. It was necessary in order for you to go to Heaven (Matt 26:39). Your 
sins have to be punished, and because He doesn't want you to go to hell, He 
was willing to take it for you (John 3:16). 
 Don't leave Jesus standing outside. Answer the door and invite Him 
in. This is a limited time offer, and its Absolutely Free. 
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 Safe sex. Here's a new concept. Why? For centuries before penicillin, 
VD was just as deadly as AIDS. But a few years ago, some people who 
believed sex was harmless had it, and now they're dead.  
 Modern technology informed us that consuming oat bran helped burn 
more calories. After lots of people made investments involving millions of 
dollars, based on believing that information, science decided that it was 
untrue. 
 About the same time, the "Global Warming" hoopla stalled when 
NASA announced that the earth is actually getting cooler. So here are 3 
examples from recent events, where people lost their lives, money, or 
credibility, because of what they believed.   

Do you believe Elvis is dead? Do you believe communism is bad? Do 
you believe the government wastes your tax dollars? Well unless you've 
carded Elvis' corpse, lived in a communist country, and gone over the 
government's books, your beliefs are based on second hand knowledge.  
 Most peoples' beliefs are based on what they were told in school, and 
from the news. They call this knowledge. But if you didn't experience it first 
hand, then you don't really know, so its not knowledge. If you're simply 
trusting the source of information as reliable,  then your opinions are based 
on your faith in the source. You choose to believe it. 
 Living by faith isn't a concept that's confined to the Bible. Its how the 
entire world operates: A teacher tells a child that the alphabet is the key to 
learning to read. The child believes that what the teacher says is true, and 
after practicing that belief, learns how to read. First it was faith, then it 
became experience: The child knows how to read. 
 Likewise, the Bible contains truths. Once you choose to believe them, 
you have to put those beliefs into practice. After practicing a Christian life, 
you experience that it works. This is how you come to know, and develop a 
relationship with the Lord. But without putting your beliefs to practice, you 
don't really know (James 2:20-22).  
 And so, you get to go to Heaven by believing in Jesus (John 1:12, 
John 3:16, John 6:35, John 6:47, Acts 16:30, Rom 10:9). Believing is how 
you accomplish anything in this life, which by the way, was given to you by 
Jesus Himself Absolutely Free. 
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 Don't forget to leave a tip. What if you stopped in a restaurant, and 
discovered that the owner was one of your closest teenage pals?  They stop 
their busy routine, to sit with you, and after you talk a while, they tell you 
not to worry about the price of your meal, "Its paid for." Then they go back 
to their business. 
 Now suppose one of the waitresses noticed your friendship. They're 
the type of person who wants to be the center of attention, and when they're 
not, they try to spoil it for others who are. So when they refill your drink, 
they drop little comments like, "Boy, the boss really expects a lot from us 
around here. They're never satisfied." And in the kitchen, they tell the owner, 
"I've never met such a rude person as that one you were talking to.  
 Then as you go to leave, they yell, "Where do you think you're going? 
You didn't pay for that meal! Call the police! They're trying to skip out of 
here without paying." But your friend says, "No, they're free to go." "But," 
the waitress protests, "They had a meal, desert, and drink refills."  And the 
owner says, "Yes, they did, and I paid for all of it." 
 But what if someone who wasn't a friend of the owner were to try and 
walk away without paying? If the same waitress said, "They didn't pay, call 
the police," that's probably what would have taken place. But because of 
your relationship with the owner, you could dine for free.  
 According to the Bible, when you side up with Jesus, He calls you His 
friend (John 15:15). And because of that friendship, all your debts have been 
paid (Gal 3:13+14), paid for with His blood (Eph 1:7).  
 The devil wants all the glory for himself (Isa 14:12-14), and he's the 
type who will try to spoil it for everyone else if he can't have his way; he lies 
to you about God (Eph 6:11), and stands before God, accusing you of all 
your sins (Rev 12:10). But Jesus reminds His Father that you're with Him, 
and He already paid for those sins (1 John 2:1+2). 
 But what if someone who isn't a friend of Jesus tries to slide past 
judgment without paying? Its a different story isn't it? Don't try to pay your 
own way; you can't afford it. Tell Jesus in prayer that you want to be His 
buddy. If you'll develop a friendship with Him, He's already paid your the 
bill, and you'll be Absolutely Free. 
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 Could you be, would you be, won't you be my neighbor? On the 
TV show, "the Simpsons," they have a neighbor named Ned Flanders who is 
always perky, and greets people with, "The Lord certainly has given us a 
beautiful day today hasn't He?" His wife is the perfect hostess, and his 
children are honor students. Its so sugary, it makes you want to puke. So 
upon occasion, something rains on Flanders’ parade, and it makes you feel 
good, because nobody's life should be that wonderful. 
 Why not? Though resenting someone who doesn't seem to face the 
problems you do seems like a natural reaction, what's the matter with 
someone else being happy? Someone can be rich, and that's OK; or we 
wouldn't pay $30 a ticket to watch rich people sing in concert. But "zippy" 
people we can't seem to stomach. 
 Sometimes you feel like you need to do something to ruin that 
person's day, to bring them into the world of reality. As though you would 
be doing them a favor, bringing them down to the same level as everyone 
else. 
 But what would that prove? There was a guy in the Bible who was 
kind of like that. His name was Job [rhymes with robe]. One day God told 
the devil, "Check out my servant Job, he's a good dude (Job 1:8)." The devil 
said, "He's only a good dude because you treat him so well. Let me at him, 
and we'll see how good a dude he is (Job 1:11)." 
 So God let the devil pick on Job (Job 2:6), and even though his 
happiness was taken away, he was still a good dude (Job 2:10). And when it 
was all over, Job wound up with twice as much stuff as he started out with 
(Job 42:10). Two things were demonstrated here: #1 the devil's evil nature, 
and #2 God's faithfulness to reward those who trust in Him.  
 The Bible says we all have an evil nature (Rom 3:10+11). That 
explains our bitterness when someone else is happy go lucky. But it also 
says that because of the devil's evil nature, he has a place in hell. Dang it; 
that means we do too. 
 That's why we need a savior. And because God loves us, He sent Jesus 
to be that savior (John 3:16). And anyone can be saved Absolutely Free. 
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 Army of darkness. During the Korean War, General MacAurthur, 
and President Truman disagreed on how the war should be run. Caught up in 
his own importance, MacAurthur stood in defiance to the president, which 
resulted in his being relieved of his command. Yet many of his troops and 
admirers still supported MacAurthur. 
 Now suppose that President Truman told them, "Those of you who 
support MacAurthur, consider yourselves discharged from military service. 
We can only use troops loyal to our cause." Upon this, the members of the 
armed services who felt that MacAurthur was right, left their units to follow 
him. But after a while of no longer receiving their food and supplies from 
the US government, they became hungry and bitter.  
 Meanwhile, MacAurthur, bent on vengeance, convinced the others 
that they had Truman, and all those loyal to him to thank for their 
unhappiness. So they turn on the United States. But because they left their 
sophisticated war machines and resources behind when they rebelled, they 
had to resort to terrorist tactics and guerrilla warfare.  
 The US military stayed on alert around the clock. Because they had 
the enemy out manned and out gunned, when they would respond to calls, it 
wouldn't take long to quell the skirmishes. Suppose this situation were still 
going on today. 
 Then it would be very similar to the way it is in the spirit realm. Satan 
was once a high ranking servant of God (Ezek 28:14). But being caught up 
in his own importance, he stood in defiance of God, and God cast him out of 
Heaven (Ezek 28:17). When he was cast down, many of the angels followed 
him (2 Pet 2:4). 
 Today he is constantly on the lookout for where he can strike next (1 
Pet 5:8). Just as the police respond to calls, angelic forces respond to the 
prayers of believers (James 5:16). The angels of God have satan's 
outnumbered (Rev 12:4), and overpowered. So when we call on God to help 
us when the devil strikes, its not hard for them to quell it. 
 But Jesus said that if you're not for Him you're against Him (Matt 
12:30). So it stands to reason that if you haven't made a conscious 
commitment to be on His side, you can't expect His angels to jump when 
you call. Angelic protection is one of the perks of teaming up with Jesus. Its 
another of the gifts He offers you, Absolutely Free. 



 The Routing: Volume 2 

 19 

 Born to be wild. What if you overheard your neighbor say to his 
wife, "Listen honey, there are going to be a lot of bikers at this party tonight, 
and you're quite a babe, so let's just tell them that you're my sister. That way 
they won't hurt me to get you." Wouldn't you think he was a loser? What 
kind of jerk would lie to bikers like that? 
 What if you found out one of your neighbors was sleeping with a 
buddy's wife, while his buddy was out of town? Then when she got 
pregnant, he had his buddy killed so he could marry her, and make it look 
legitimate? Wouldn't you think he was a creep? 
 Believe it or not, these are some things that a couple of the big heroes 
in the Bible did (Gen 12:11+12, 2 Sam 11:1-27). They weren't heroes for 
doing these things, but God didn't allow these sins to cancel out the heroic 
things that they had done. 
 Likewise, more than one prostitute is described in the Bible as being 
examples to follow after (Luke 14:8+9, Heb 11:31). Not to become 
prostitutes, but when they proved their faith in God, he didn't allow their 
pasts as prostitutes to cancel out the recognition they deserved for the things 
they did to earn themselves a place in the Bible. 
 A lot of people think that they've already blown it: "I know I'm going 
to Hell when I die, because of all the things I've done." But you don't get to 
Heaven based on never doing anything wrong. You get there by 
demonstrating your faith in God (Rom 10:9). 
 Think about what kind of person you consider a whore to be. Do you 
like to consider yourself above that? How about the guys who would let their 
wives be had by other men, to save themselves, or cheat on and kill their 
buddy? Are you at least that good? 
 Well if God can consider these people to be righteous, then you 
shouldn't have a problem making it either. The Bible points out the sins of 
the saints, not to promote those sins, but to prove that no one is excluded 
from the grace of God because of their sins.  
 Your destiny is established by what you believe (Acts 16:31). Don't 
let your sins trap you into believing that you're bound for Hell. If you 
believe you can't save yourself, does that mean God can't save you either? 
Even if you were born to be wild, you can be born again (John 3:3). So 
believe in Jesus, and be set Absolutely Free. 
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 We support the troops. In 1991, businesses put out bumper stickers, 
buttons, and signs acknowledging their support of the soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and marines of Desert Storm. But the country was also in the midst 
of an economic recession.  
 When some of our valiant warriors came home, they were told that 
they were laid-off, by the same companies that displayed "We support" 
banners. Meanwhile, people who didn't participate in the war, yet had 
slightly more seniority, still worked. 
 What good is that kind of support? 
 About the same time, government was cracking down on fathers who 
were delinquent in their child support payments. Payment records were 
reviewed, and all the men on the list who were late beyond a reasonable 
period were arrested.  
 Now suppose some of those men appeared before the judge wearing "I 
support my kids" T-shirts. Do you suppose that the judge would release 
them? Or do you suppose he will tell them that just saying that you support 
your kids doesn't count? 
 In America, the vast majority of people say they are Christians. Why? 
Most people don't actually try to pattern their lives according to the 
teachings of Jesus. Many people believe that if you're just a really nice 
person, you'll go to Heaven. 
 But that's not consistent with what Jesus taught (John 14:6). So if you 
say that you believe in Jesus, but you just don't pay attention to the things He 
said, or put any stock in them, what good is that to Him? He Himself said 
that lots of people who call Him "Lord" aren't going to make it (Matt 7:21). 
But those people who actually do know in Him will do the things He said (1 
John 2:3). 
 Well just what does He expect of us? For starters, He tells us to love 
God with all our heart, and love our fellow man as ourselves (Luke 10:27). 
We are to pattern our lives after His (Rom 8:29). And He asks that we 
convince others to do likewise (Matt 28:18-20). But if you'll do these things, 
people will want to be like you anyway. 
 In doing these things, you prove that you actually do believe in Jesus. 
And just for believing in Jesus, you get to go to Heaven (John 1:12) 
Absolutely Free. 
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  Death before dishonor. After a battle, some Roman commanders 
would have all the surviving enemy soldiers rounded up. They would take 
dead enemy soldiers, and attach one to each surviving soldier. If it weren't 
bad enough, just having to haul a dead body around, they strapped the 
bodies limb to limb, and face to face. 
 Beside having their body fluids get on you, and the stench that 
accompanies a decaying body; all the diseases and vermin that attach 
themselves to a corpse eventually get on you too. It didn't take but a matter 
of a couple of days for the death of the corpse to overtake the living soldier 
also. But what an agonizing, horrendous couple of days. 
 Although we don't have to concern ourselves with the prospect of 
being captured by a legion of Roman soldiers, we do have battles to fight. 
The spiritual battle rages as forces of darkness try to gain control of our 
minds (2 Cor 10:4+5). 
 Because Adam and Eve ate fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, all men have a conscience that lets them know if their actions are good 
or evil. Demonic forces try to  persuade them to disobey the precepts of God 
with temptation and deception. 
 Many people who have been deceived into submission to sin, are now 
subject to it: They can't free themselves. Although they know its not right, 
they can't free themselves from it (Rom 7:18+19). So all of the effects of sin 
become attached to them as well. And before long, the death that 
accompanies sin, overtakes them too (Rom 6:23).  
 So being captured by demons from Hell, is even worse than being 
captured by Roman soldiers, because the corruption that overtakes you lasts 
forever (John 5:28+29). What an agonizing and horrendous eternal existence 
(Luke 13:28). 
 Is there a sin in your life, that you have tried to resist, yet it continues 
to overpower you? If so, then you are Satan's prisoner, and that sin has been 
fastened to you. Seeing that you can't free yourself from it, you need 
somebody else to come to your rescue. 
 Who can deliver you from the body of death that has been attached to 
you? Only Jesus Christ the righteous (Rom 7:24+25). He has never been 
defeated by Satan, and all who call upon His name shall be saved (Rom 
10:13), and set Absolutely Free.  
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 The pot and the kettle. Have you ever noticed that it seems like the 
people who make the rules, don't have to live according to them? For 
example, politicians can send our military into battle, and not have to go 
fight with them. You can even be a politician, without ever having served in 
the military. 
 Even within the military, commissioned officers make the decisions, 
and enlisted personnel carry the orders out. You can be a commissioned 
officer without ever having to serve as an enlisted soldier. All you have to do 
is go to college. But in order to become a non-commissioned officer, or 
NCO, like a corporal or sergeant, you have to work your way up through the 
ranks. 
 For this reason, a lot of the enlisted men in the military respect non-
coms more than officers, even though officers outrank NCO's. They know 
that an NCO will not tell them to do something that they haven't already 
done themselves. And a general gives orders from a fort, while a sergeant 
goes into combat with his men, and gives his orders from there. 
 This is where Jesus differs from the Gods of other religions. He was 
born in a barn, didn't get to go to college, or get special tutoring (Matt 
13:54), and worked for a living (Mark 6:3). He didn't start preaching until 
He was about 30. 
 He was subjected to temptation from the devil himself for 40 solid 
days (Luke 4:2). People told lies that made Him look bad (Mark 14:56). He 
was arrested, beaten, whipped, ridiculed, tried and killed, for having done 
nothing wrong. There's nothing you can go through that He can't relate to. 
He's been there. He's done that. He understands.  
 Something that really irritated Him was when the pot would call the 
kettle black; Or people who have obvious shortcomings in their lifestyle, 
telling others what's the matter with them, and telling them how to live right 
(Matt 7:4+5).  
 Not only does He not give orders that He never had to, or wouldn't 
follow, but He reprimanded the temple officials who were leading the people 
that way (Luke 11:46). And even if you do slip up, He's willing to forgive 
you (John 1:9), because that mistake has already been paid for. He paid for it 
for you, Absolutely Free. 
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 Ooh la la. Ever been to a strip joint? If you ever go to one, try to 
spend some time watching the crowd instead of the stage. You'll see a bunch 
of wild eyed men, holding out money. They wave it with excitement, trying 
to get the dancer to come close to them, and take it. As soon as she takes it, 
they'll dig for more.  
 Why do you suppose they do that? If they've ever been in a strip joint 
before, they know that she's not going to put out. And they know that she's 
going to stay up there and dance whether they give her money or not. So, 
knowing that they're going to get the same show regardless, why are they so 
eager to surrender their hard earned money? 
 Its because they're offering their expression of gratitude for the 
excitement they are experiencing. Its worship. They're worshipping the 
object of lust on the stage, and expressing their whole hearted approval of 
her performance by willingly offering up the fruit of their labors; putting 
their money where their mouth is. 
 O that men were as eager to express their gratitude to the God who 
died to set them free, as they are to strip tease artists. But the enthusiasm just 
doesn't seem to be there. Why do you suppose that is? Desire. The men in 
the strip joint know what they desire, they know where to find it, and they 
make a conscious effort to go there and get it. 
 Seek and you shall find (Matt 7:7). Its a biblical principle that has 
proven its truth in burlesque parlors. Jesus desires to develop a relationship 
with you (2 Cor 5:20). But you can't see the strippers until you go into the 
bar. Likewise you can't see the Kingdom of God until you invite Him into 
your heart (John 3:3). 
 But often times people don't desire a relationship with Jesus until 
they're in a Jam. When they realize that they need His help, they desire it. 
When they desire it, they seek it. When they seek it, they find it (Judges 3:7-
11). But He reacts to the attitude of your heart (1 Sam 16:7, Psalm 34:18), 
not empty gestures (James 4:6).  
  When you're ready to acknowledge that He is in charge, and you 
desire a relationship with Him, tell Him so in prayer. Don't make Him allow 
you to get in a jam in order to straighten your heart out. Desire His grace 
today. The thrills are there. Seek them and you will find them Absolutely 
Free. 
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 "I vant to drink your blood." Dracula (1431-1477) was the 
vindictive ruler of a Slavic country called Wallachia, part of what is now 
Romania. He was also known as Vlad the Impaler. This was the result of his 
practice of having hordes of people impaled on poles, then erecting the poles 
with the corpses on them. 
 He was also well known for having people blinded, strangled, and 
boiled alive. But this business about him drinking peoples' blood was added 
by Bram Stoker. Many people in Europe actually believed in vampires, and 
Stoker, a British author attributed that trait to Dracula in his fictitious 
account of Dracula's life. 
 Why do you suppose he did that? The actual account of Dracula's life 
pretty well embodies the character of evil. Why did Stoker have to dress it 
up? Because as a vampire, not only is Dracula immortal, but being immortal, 
he could still be around. And if he's still around he might be able to get you. 
If he gets you, you'll become like him. 
 The reason this account of a fictional character has been so popular 
over the years, is because it has simply counterfeited the dramatic aspects of 
a more successful literary character: Jesus. The difference is that Dracula 
unleashes evil on other people, while other people unleashed evil on Jesus.  
 Dracula was known for maiming hordes of people. Jesus was known 
for healing hordes of maimed people (Matt 12:15). Dracula was known for 
erecting people on a stick. Jesus was killed when other people erected Him 
on a stick (Luke 23:33). Dracula was purported to try to prolong his life by 
drinking others' blood. Jesus tries to prolong the life of others by offering 
His blood for them to drink (John 6:54). 
 After getting them, Dracula's victims would become like him: 
vampires. When you partake of the blood of Christ (in figure, by accepting 
Him as your Lord and Savior), you become like Him (John 15:10-12): 
Christians.  
 But Jesus is real. And He's immortal. Being immortal, He's still 
around. If He's still around you can still accept Him (Rom 10:13). If you 
accept Him, you'll become like Him (Rom 8:29). That includes being 
immortal (John 3:16). But unlike Dracula, He doesn't force horrors on you. 
He offers treasures for you to take at will, Absolutely Free. 
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 Dignity (dîg¹ne-tê) n., pl.-ties 1. a. The presence of poise and self 
control in one's behavior to the degree  that inspires respect. b. Standing or 
rank in relationship to others. 
 Anyone who's ever watched a John Wayne movie knows how to 
maintain their dignity: If you're going about your business, and someone 
calls you a lily-livered sissy, you punch 'em in the face. Even if you get 
thrown in jail for the night, it'll be worth it, because that guy with the black 
eye now has respect for you.  
 When you face a situation, the responsible thing to do is to respond in 
a way that best provides for all who are affected, regardless of selfish 
motivation. Consider this: Who will watch over your family tonight while 
you're in jail, because some no-account jerk called you a sissy? Who cares 
about him? But because of your act of selfishness, you can be of no help to 
those who depend on you. 
 So perhaps that's why Jesus said that its better to turn the other cheek 
(Matt 6:39). Hard to do, isn't it? But the truth is, that God cares about those 
you consider to be no-account jerks (1 Tim 2:4). He's not going to be any 
happier that you punched someone he loves, than you would be if someone 
punched one of your kids.  
 So the jerk is misguided. Maybe if you demonstrated the character of 
Jesus instead of the world; he, or someone that you didn't even know was 
watching would be inspired to respect you. But even if not, if you can find it 
in your heart to forgive some clown who has done something stupid, God 
will forgive your mistakes (Matt 6:14+15). 
 But as to our rank or standing in relationship to others, Jesus said that 
in order to be important, you must conduct youself as less than others (Mark 
10:43-45). The best we can do is see how we handle ourselves when we are 
put to the test (Hab 2:1).  
 Knowing that we have the word of God to guide our way (Ps 
119:105), how will we answer for ourselves if we don't use it to base our 
decisions on? When we are put to the test, if we have based our behavior on 
anything else, we have failed (Matt 7:24-27). Its an open-book test, and the 
answers have been provided in the Bible, Absolutely Free. 
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 Survival of the fittest. Not too long ago, the theory of evolution 
replaced the biblical account of creation in the modern classroom. This was 
the result of a paradox: You can't teach children two conflicting viewpoints, 
and tell them that both are correct. When you throw one out, and teach one 
as truth, it sends a definite message to the students about what to believe and 
what not to. 
 But civilization as we know it is based on biblical principles. The 
modern cultures that we know in western society, otherwise known as the 
"free world," have emerged from cultures that are rooted in Christianity. As 
we look around now, it seems that all the world is modernized and advanced 
into the technological age. 
 But we didn't all evolve to this level simultaneously. Look at the 
Japanese. Until the 19th century, their culture hadn't changed for over 800 
years. But when the industrial revolution was taking place in Christian 
cultures, they realized that if they didn't adapt to our way of thinking, they 
would soon be overrun by us.  
 What happened to the American Indian nations? There are still similar 
cultures in the jungles of South America, and civilization is beginning to 
overrun them as well. Why haven't their cultures evolved right along with 
ours? 
 Christianity has prevailed over all other cultures in social and 
technological advancement, thus has proven to be the most highly "evolved" 
system of beliefs known to man. So it seems that it should be our "natural 
selection." Odd then that evolutionary thinking implies that God doesn't play 
a part in the scheme of things, isn't it? 
 Professing themselves wise, they became fools (Rom 1:22). If the key 
to cultural advancement were intelligence, the Japanese would have been 
driving Toyotas while we were still in the dark ages. Yet almost the entire 
Old testament depicts a people whom God had made strong, who 
immediately forgot God once they got what they wanted (Gen 6:5, Ex 32:8, 
2 Kings 24:20, Ezek 22:12). Sound familiar? 
 They gave Him no choice but to let them flounder, so that they would 
seek His help again (2 Cor 7:10). Does our society appear to be progressing, 
or regressing? Because of His mercy and grace, He promises to come to our 
rescue when and if we do finally turn to Him (2 Chron 7:14). And He 
extends this promise to us Absolutely Free. 
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 Check under your hood. Suppose you were losing oil with your car, 
so you took it to a service station to have it looked at. The mechanic there 
said that you simply needed a tune-up. So he does it, and you still lose oil. 
So you go to another mechanic, and he says you need new head gaskets. So 
he changes them, and you still lose oil.  
 So you take it to another mechanic, and he says that you need a new 
water pump. You say, "Mind if I take a look?" So he takes you under your 
car, and he directs your attention to the where the water pump is, and how it 
works. While he's rattling on, you notice a hole in the oil pan, and there's a 
tiny line of oil running down from it. So you ask him, "Could this be the 
problem?" 
 And he says, "No, that's nothing." After you redirect his attention to it, 
he explains to you that these new oil pans that they've come out with don't 
get holes in them, so the problem must be found elsewhere.  
 One of the problems we have in our society today, is blatant ignorance 
of obvious problems. The Bible says that many problems that people 
experience in their lives are spiritual in nature, and need to be dealt with in 
that fashion (Matt 17:21). But our school systems, ignore spiritual realities 
all together.  
 Popular methods of psychiatry and psychology ignore the reality if 
spiritual influences also. So we as a culture have institutions in place, who, 
like service stations diagnose and treat mechanical problems, are supposed 
to diagnose and treat people problems; and they deliberately ignore a major 
source of complication (Rom 1:22). 
 If a serial murderer enjoys raping and cannibalizing people, its 
probably not because his mother didn't pay enough attention to him. Its 
because he has been influenced by demons. Demons aren't character flaws; 
they're separate entities (Mark 5:12-13). 
 According to the Bible, some physical infirmities are caused 
spiritually as well (Matt 9:32+33, Mark 2:9-12). It even has instructions for 
overcoming these problems (James 5:15+16). If you have challenges in your 
life, that weren't explained in school, or shrinks haven't been able to 
eliminate, maybe you need to turn to someone else. 
 Dr. Jesus is the people mechanic of all times. He can and will relieve 
your misery if you come to Him (Matt 11:28). He'll change your oil, and 
tune you up, Absolutely Free. 
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 "Eureka, I'm rich!" This is what men say when they're digging for 
gold, and they strike a vein. But what if you lived next door to a rich old 
geezer who was shacking up with some model who was only after his 
money? Isn't she another kind of gold digger?  
 Suppose one day you find out that he has kicked the bucket, and left 
her with all the money? Well, it was his money to give away as he saw fit; so 
what? Now it's hers, and you can expect to see a new Porsche in the 
driveway tomorrow. 
 But what if you discovered that after talking with the preacher who 
did the funeral, she broke down in tears, and blurted out that she was only in 
it for the money, and now she wants to change? What if she gave all the 
money to his church, and got a low key job? 
 Wouldn't most people think she'd gone off her rocker? Wouldn't that 
be frustrating? She had everything that most people want, and she threw it 
all away. It almost makes a mockery of the rest of us who have to struggle. 
Its enough to make you mad. 
 It made people in the Bible mad. Once as Jesus was sitting down to 
dinner, a woman who was a sinner broke open a new bottle of expensive 
ointment, and began rubbing His feet with it. Others who thought that it 
could have been sold, and the money spent on more practical things became 
indignant and chewed her out for it (Mark 14:5, Luke 7:36-38). 
 It goes on to tell us that the guy who got really upset was a thief. The 
reason he wanted to sell it was so that he could dip into the cash (John 12:6). 
He loved money. The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Tim 6:10). It's 
still true. People who do evil things for money, despise the idea of giving to 
God, and the people who do.  
 But Jesus said that God knows that you need material things. If you 
will avoid doing evil things, but instead seek first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness, those things will be provided for you (Matt 6:33). And if 
you do that, people might very well think that you're off your rocker.  
 But if you're willing for people to maybe look down on you for His 
sake, He'll stick up for you in Heaven (Matt 5:11+12, Matt 10:32). He was 
stuck up on a cross for our sake already. Salvation is an expensive gift that 
He gives to us, Absolutely Free. 
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 "You're walking on thin ice buddy." Have you ever had a boss or a 
teacher who didn't like you, and singled you out to take out their frustrations 
on? What if you loved your job; but the only drawback was that your boss 
was on a power trip, and chose to pick on you, to demonstrate his power? 
 Then one day, you inherit 384 trillion dollars. Now you buy the 
company you used to work for, because you still love what you did. And you 
find out that some of the holdings you inherited, were the lending 
institutions that your boss owed money to, the property, he lived on, and a 
company that had a lawsuit pending against him.   
 Now suppose you didn't tell anybody any of this. Monday, you show 
up and say good morning to your boss. But he lashes back with, "Don't suck 
up to me you brown-nosing boot licker! Get to work, NOW!" How far 
would you let this go?  
 Jesus not only let people like this ridicule Him, He allowed them to 
accuse Him of things He didn't do, without sticking up for Himself; they 
beat Him, spit on Him, smacked His face, laughed at Him, whipped Him and 
killed Him. 
 Yet He has more than 384 trillion dollars (Hag 2:8), and owns more 
than the property they lived on: He owns both Heaven and hell. He has a 
lawsuit pending against them, and He is the judge (John 5:22). How would 
you deal with people like them? His way of dealing with them is by issuing a 
decree: the Bible, that tells them that He loves them, and if they'll confess 
their sins, He will forgive them (1 John 1:9).  
 That's the same thing you'd do right? Well, if your answer is no, its a 
good thing that He's God and you're not. Because we all fit in to the category 
of "them." Any time we've known that something was wrong, but we've 
gone ahead and done any way, we've been guilty of betraying Him. If we've 
done anything to someone else, we've done it to Him (Matt 25:40). And if 
we wanted to do it, we're guilty (Matt 5:21,28). 
 Oops. Isn't it a good thing He's more like He is, and less like us? His 
mercy is without end (Psalm 136). And because He still loves us in spite of 
our sins, He extends salvation out to us (Eph 2:4+5), Absolutely Free. 
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 "I found a diary underneath a tree, and started reading about me. 
The words she'd written took me by surprise; you'd never read them in her 
eyes." These words from a song by the group, "Bread," begin a heart-
breaking story. The guy knows who the girl is, and begins fantasizing about 
his future with her.  
 Then as he reads on, he realizes that it wasn't him at all that she was 
writing about. As the song wraps up, he is crushed, but hopes the best for 
her. She had made a decision, and though it wasn't for him, he was resigned 
to let her follow her own desire. 
 But suppose the girl was his wife. Would he give up that easily? Even 
if she were the model wife, he would know that her heart was not in it. You 
can't force someone to love you. Scorned lovers who try that, act out of 
possessiveness, not love. 
 Wouldn't it be better to have a mate who loved you with all their heart, 
yet didn't do everything perfectly, than one who set the text book example of 
good performance, but would rather be with someone else? If you know that 
your mate doesn't really love you, their gestures are empty, and they bring 
you pain instead of joy. 
 That's the way the Bible explains it. God assimilates the relationship 
between He and His chosen people to that of marriage (Ezek 23:37, Eph 
5:32). When people engage in routine worship, but their heart is not in it, it 
doesn't please Him (Isa 1:12-17). 
 He prefers genuine faith, even in a person who doesn't do everything 
perfectly, over people who follow all the rules, but their heart isn't right 
(Matt 9:11-13). So if there are areas in your life, that you know aren't quite 
right, don't think that it means that you can't have a relationship with God.  
 Salvation is the product of faith, not perfect behavior (Eph 2:8). If you 
have no faith, you are un-faithful. As in marriage, unfaithfulness can cause 
the relationship to end. In fact its the only acceptable reason Jesus gives for 
divorce (Matt 19:9).  
 Since you can't force someone to love you, Jesus is resigned to let you 
follow after your own desire (Matt 7:7). But if you desire to know Him, and 
to have salvation from the consequences of your sins, He will give it to you 
Absolutely Free. 
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 "Your lunch money or your life, Dorkface!" Ever been brutalized 
by a brute? If you haven't, you can surely imagine being in a position where 
you are powerless to defy an oppressing force, who has decided to extort 
money from you.  
 Suppose that you are 8 years old, and every day on your way to 
school, a bully named Spike blocks your path, and demands that you give 
him money, or suffer pain. You try taking a different route, but he cuts you 
off at the pass. You try leaving at a different time. But he has anticipated 
your moves. 
 Nothing you do seems to be working. So when you finally decide that 
this problem calls for assistance, you tell your big brother. The following 
day, when Spike comes out to solicit your dues, your big brother steps out 
and clobbers him. 
 Wouldn't it be nice to just sit back against a tree in the cool morning 
sunlight, and watch your big brother pummel your problems into a heap of 
pulp on the ground? Ah, sweet revenge. If only he could accompany you 
everywhere you go. Then you wouldn't have to worry about running into 
Spike on your own. 
 That's kind of the picture the Bible paints of having a relationship with 
Jesus. When you choose to accept Him as your Lord and Savior, He sends 
His Spirit to join you (Acts 2:38+39). He becomes your Spiritual big brother 
(Rom 8:16+29). It's His job to pound your spiritual oppressors, because 
sweet vengeance is His (Heb 10:30). 
 You don't have to worry about running into Spike while your big 
brother's not around, because He’ll never leave or forsake you (Mt 28:20). 
And if your school-of-hard-knocks books get heavy during your walk, He'll 
carry them for you, because He loves you, and cares for you (1 Pet 5:7). 
 All you have to do, is believe that He really is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Heb 11:6). Then seek Him (Matt 
6:33). For like with an 8 year old, big brother doesn't usually step in until 
little brother asks Him to. If you enjoy being kicked around by the powers of 
this world, fine. But if not, call on your big brother Jesus. He'll step in, and 
kick butt, Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God. 
Romans 8:29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among 

many brethren. 
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 '74 Vega, mechanic's special, hurry into Honest Auto Sales! Are 
you in the market for a convertible? How about a pick-up, or a bus, or a 
yacht, a jet, a helicopter, or submarine? What if you had a purpose for all 
these things; which would you buy?  
 That's where God stands in His search for a quality vehicle. The Bible 
describes each of us as potential carriers of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim 2:20+21). 
God's continually looking for a vehicle with just the right qualities for just 
the right job (2 Chron 16:9).  
 The same guy who would look rich in a Mercedes, would look poor 
driving a Vega. The average person can relate to one image, but not to all 
images. God wants to be able to relate to anybody in any situation, so that 
He can attract all people to the Gospel of Jesus, leading some to salvation (1 
Cor 9:22). 
 In order to accomplish this, He needs a diverse array of vehicles, or 
containers to pour His Holy Spirit into. That way He can portray many 
different roles, performing many different functions through many different 
people (1 Cor 12:4-6). 
 Its His desire to visit and appeal to every person in the world (1 Tim 
2:3+4). So even though a lot of people believe that they are beyond being 
called on by God, because they've had a different owner for some time now, 
that's not the case.  
 Some times a used vehicle is more appropriate to perform a function 
than a new one: All the bugs have been worked out of it. Some people, 
having been "rode hard and put away wet," have proven their durability in 
the field, and developed rugged characteristics that God would like to use to 
carry Him to others considered unreachable. 
 Bikers and whores usually aren't attracted to Jesus by pansies. But 
once a hardened person decides that they're going to be a yielded vessel to 
the Spirit of God, there's not a demon in hell who can stand in their way 
while God is accomplishing His purpose through them (Rom 8:31). Could 
that be you? All you've got to do is be willing.  
 God needs you desperately (Matt 9:37). There are people that He can 
reach through you alone. Why not scoot over and let Jesus drive? Just tell 
Him in prayer that the door is open, and invite Him in. He'll steer you up the 
narrow road, and into the Pearly Gates, Absolutely Free.  

_________________________________________ 
1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 

And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there 
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God who worketh all in all. 
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 "Hold the pickle and the lettuce, special orders don't upset us..." 
Buying our meat under cellophane, its easy to get an unbalanced view of 
life. We'll wolf down a burger, and talk about animal rights. Yet we perceive 
people who work in slaughter houses as insensitive characters who casually 
dispense death. 
 By creating a market for their products, we're all just as responsible 
for the constant killing of animals that have done nothing deserving of death. 
We simply hide our eyes from the ugly part. As a result, the sacrifice that 
was made to provide our sustenance is withdrawn from our consciousness. 
We don't want to think about it. 
  Anyone raised on a farm where they often butchered their own 
livestock for meals knows the necessity for a death to occur in order to 
provide life sustaining meat for their family. Hunting for meat is no different 
from buying it in the store. The only difference is which animal dies, and 
who does the killing. Its the same as planting a garden instead of buying 
tomatoes at the store.   
 Everyone knows that beef comes from cows. But look at the millions 
of people who buy fast food every day. Of them, how many do you suppose 
actually stop and consider that their sandwich was once an animal, whose 
life came to an abrupt halt, solely to provide life-giving food for them? The 
blindness permeates our way of thinking. 
 Everyone knows that this is a Christian culture. But of the millions of 
people in our society, how many do you suppose actually stop and consider 
that their God was once a man, whose life came to an abrupt halt, solely to 
provide life giving food us (John 6:51)? He said that His flesh and blood are 
food and drink (John 6:55).  
 He is the word of God (John 1:14), just as necessary for life as food 
(Matt 4:4). Just as we understand that through our food, calcium and protein 
become part of our bones and muscle, when we take in the word of god, it 
becomes part of us, and we part of it (John 6:56+57). This is why He said 
that His words are Spirit and life (John 6:63). 
 Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:35). But we don't have to take Him 
for granted, simply because He offers this food Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
John 6:54 Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is meat indeed, and 

my blood is drink indeed. 
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 "Wanna see my smilin' face, on the cover of the Rolling Stone." 
Ever wonder what it would be like to be a big rock singer? It would be tough 
wouldn't it; reading all the letters from people who say they love you? What 
if you got one from somebody who said they just love you dream of having 
sex with you?  
 Big deal. Groupies want to have sex with everybody. Suppose you got 
one from someone else in the business, wanting to do a duet with you; but 
you know that they just want to ride on your popularity. So its your money, 
not you that they respect. Then you got one from someone who said that 
they loved your music and someday they hope to meet you. But since that's 
unrealistic, they just wrote to say, "You're great." 
 At the peak of their career, stars get thousands of letters like these a 
week. Even if you had time to read them, you couldn't respond to them all. 
But if you could, which of the letters above would you most like to reply to?  
 Wouldn't it be the last one? That's the kind God prefers (Isa 66:2). 
And He can respond to them all. But because some don't get their 
letters/prayers answered, they decide that God either isn't real, or that He 
doesn't care or answer prayer. But the problem could actually be the attitude 
of their heart (James 4:6). 
 Like reading between the lines of a letter, God reads the attitude of 
your heart, as well as your words (1 Sam 16:7). Some people pray hoping to 
satisfy the desires of their flesh. Some people just pray to appear holy, and 
receive attention (Matt 6:5).  
 Even if they're in the business, a preacher or evangelist, if their motive 
is selfish or evil, God is not bound to honor and answer that prayer (James 
4:2+3). But when someone approaches Him in true humility, with 
recognition and gratitude for things He has done, it touches His heart. These 
evoke a response from Him (James 5:16). 
 So if you were a big hit, able to fulfill some fan's dream, by spending 
some time with them: Wouldn't you want to? Wouldn't you do it? Well 
surprise! God adores you, and His fondest wish is that you would spend 
some time with Him (2 Cor 5:20). Through Jesus, the lines are open, so you 
can call Him and arrange it, Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
2 Corinthians 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 

did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. 
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 World's fattest midget swallows circus thin man. One day you're 
standing in line at a check-out counter reading the headlines of the trash 
magazines about an actor named "Flash." One says, "Flash sleeps with alien, 
and has mutant baby," and another, "Is Flash really Elvis in disguise? 
Revealing photos inside."  
 Some people next to you start talking. One says, "Oh, I just love that 
Flash. I read that he was a spy, and helped bring down the Berlin wall." The 
other says, "I believe it. I read that he is the reincarnation of Ghandi, and 
plans to establish world peace." 
 They get some stuff right, but mostly, they're out in la-la land. After 
listening , you get so disgusted, you can't stand it any more. So you say, 
"Listen, I don't know where you heard all this, but Flash is just a regular 
guy." They get so irate that they complain to the manager, and he threatens 
to call the cops if you don't leave. Sound possible? 
 Once there was this big star named Jesus. And as He hung out down 
here on earth, He overheard some people claiming to be experts on God, 
talking just as foolishly. They had some of their facts right, but for a large 
part, they were out in left field. 
 Although they had access to the word of God (John 5:37), much of 
what they were saying was based on stuff that men had made up (Col 2:20-
22). Then they were pushing it as commandments from God (Matt 15:7-9). 
He got hot because they were turning others away from God (Luke 11:52).  
 Although He was the very God that they claimed to worship, they 
were outraged that He would question their judgment (Matt 26:3+4). So in 
their pride they turned against Him (John 5:39+40). Eventually they had 
Him killed.  
 It's the same today. There is nothing in the Bible about what a man 
and wife can do in bed; that it's a sin to drink; or what kind of clothes you 
should wear. Yet there are rules, and even laws imposed by so-called 
religious folks against these things. And it's exactly that sanctimonious 
attitude that turns people away from Jesus today. 
 But that's not Him. He's still cool (Heb 13:8). And though they killed 
Him, He shook it off three days later. So He's still around, accepting you as 
you are, Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
Colossians 2:20 ...Why...are ye subject to ordinances, 21 (Touch not; taste 

not; handle not; 22 Which are all to perish with the using;) after the 
commandments and doctrines of men? 
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 Visa or Mastercard Accepted in Hell. Once you qualify for credit, 
it's way too easy to fall into the "instant gratification" trap: Things that you 
can't really afford, are suddenly within reach. All you have to do is whip out 
your plastic. Temptation only has to override your brain for a brief moment, 
and you're committed to the sale: It's too late.  
 The result is, that people charge their credit cards to the limit, never 
paying them off. Rather, they create an environment of indentured servitude 
to the credit company, through perpetual payments. With ability to spend 
more than you make, many people over extend themselves to the point of 
poverty.  
 Once a credit company lures you into spending more than you can pay 
back, you're theirs. They dictate how much you are to pay, and when; not 
you. So it is with Satan. Once he lures you into sinning with temptation, 
you're trapped (1 Tim 6:9). He is given power over you through your 
disobedience (Rom 6:16). 
  Do you think he doesn't have power over you? How many times have 
you done something that you knew was wrong, but you just couldn't help it? 
The reason you don't have power over your own will, is that you are his 
captive (Rom 7:14+15); just as you don't have authority over your own 
money, when in debt to creditors. 
 Many people finance things beyond their ability to pay back, as soon 
as they acquire credit. The Bible tells us that this is what you did the first 
time you sinned: The price is death, and you bought it (Rom 6:23). Once 
you're in debt so far that you cannot recover, the only way to escape 
punishment, is if someone else pays it for you. 
 How many people do you know who are willing to die for you, 
because you crumbled under the pressure of temptation?  
 Jesus (John 3:16). He doesn't care what you did to get into a jam: 
When you come to Him and say, "I played, and now I can't pay. I need you 
to bail me out," He says, "Done" (1 John 1:9). Anyone qualifies for His 
assistance (Rom 10:13). 
 On judgment day, when He sees that all your debts have been paid, 
and all your guilt punished through His death, He will welcome you into 
Heaven, Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or 

obedience unto righteousness? 
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 "I won't tell if you don't." Picture this: You're the proud parent of 
twin boys. One day you're watching them play together outside, and by 
accident, they break the garage window. After a while, one of them comes in 
to get a drink of water. You tell them that you noticed the broken window, 
and ask if they know anything about it.  
 They start to hem and haw, but then come clean with a confession. So 
you tell them that it's OK, you just wanted to know what happened. Then 
they head for the bathroom. While they're gone, the other child comes in. 
You ask them about the window, and they insist they don't know anything 
about it.  
 About that time the first one comes walking into the room. Now you 
tell them both that you were watching when it happened. Then the second 
one 'fesses-up too. Though they both broke it, and they both confessed, 
wouldn't you reward the one for honesty, and punish the other for their 
deceit? This is such a simple picture, and yet people have such a difficult 
time accepting that God could forgive sins just as easily. 
 The Bible clearly tells us that everybody has sinned (Rom 3:23). Yet 
some will receive mercy, and others condemnation (John 5:28+29). But 
God's grace is available to everyone (Rom 10:13). All you have to do is fess-
up: If you deny your guilt, you're guilty of lying too (1 John 1:8+9). 
 But forgiveness of sins is only available through Jesus. When He died 
on the cross, He accepted the punishment for your sins (1 John 2:2). So, 
once you hear, understand, and believe the Gospel of Jesus, accept Him as 
Lord. Then you can appeal to God's mercy through Him, and be forgiven 
(John 1:12).  
 Judgment Day will be too late. Jesus gives you your entire life to 
appeal to Him for forgiveness. That's the whole reason He showed up to 
begin with (John 3:17). He gives you the life, the opportunity, the mercy and 
grace, all Absolutely Free. 

_____________________________________________ 
1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us.  
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
John 3:17 For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 

but that the world through Him might be saved. 
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 Parental supervision required. Imagine that you are the proud 
parent of some really bright kids. You really love them, so, on Christmas, 
you give them a go cart. It comes in kit form, and requires assembly. So you 
also buy them a socket set and all the other tools required to put their present 
together. That way they can assemble it themselves, and have a sense of 
accomplishment along with their gift. 
 Christmas morning they open it up, and squeal with delight. They 
carry everything into the garage to begin the project. But when you go in 
there later, they've got it all screwed up. They've stripped threads, trying to 
put the wrong nuts on the right bolts, and so on, ruining some of the 
necessary parts. 
 So  you go in, explain what they did wrong, fix the broken pieces, and 
put it together correctly. Afterward, some of your children are grateful. Not 
only did they learn a lot from the experience, but because of their admiration 
for you, they've decided to pattern their life, with you as their role model. 
 But some of them resent that you intruded on them when they were in 
the middle of doing it their way; even though you showed them why it 
wouldn't work that way. And for all you've done, they despise you rather 
than thank you. Jeez. 
 No, Jesus. Now you know how Jesus feels. God had given us our life 
and breath (Gen 2:7). He put man in charge of creation (Gen 1:28), and gave 
us every tool we needed, and we were smart enough to use them (Gen 11:6). 
He even wrote down the instructions, for us to go by (Ex 31:18). 
 But after we screwed it all up, He decided He would have to proceed 
with "plan B" (Jer 31:31-33). So He came down here in the form of a man, 
as Jesus, and walked through this life, showing us how it was done correctly 
(2 Cor 5:21). At the end of this demonstration, He fixed everything we had 
done wrong, by accepting the punishment for our sins, so that we could 
enjoy our gift (1 John 2:2).  
 Most kids aren't fortunate enough to get a go cart for Christmas. Of all 
God's creatures, salvation is a gift available only to man, and it's Absolutely 
Free. 

________________________________________ 
Jeremiah 1:33 ...After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they 

shall be My people. 
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 "I like chicken, I like liver, I like tuna, please deliver..." You're 
probably familiar with that wonderful litter box aroma. Suppose you own a 
cat or two, and you have company over. Later in the day you go out for a 
while. When you get back home, opening the door, the smell becomes 
overpowering.  
 Suddenly you realize that it reeked like that earlier when you had 
company. It just wasn't so noticeable to you, because you live there. But to 
them, it must have been repulsive. Realizing that your friend is willing to 
overlook this disgusting aspect of your life, there's no need to change the 
kitty litter is there? You're used to it, and apparently it doesn't disturb them 
enough to damage your friendship, so why bother? 
 Or is your feeling more like one of embarrassment? Like: "If I had 
known how it seemed to others, I would have tried to do something?" That's 
a natural reaction. For example, if you realized that you had a booger 
hanging out your nose, you'd wipe it. Or would you say, "Oh well, it doesn't 
bother me," and leave it? 
 Once your friend demonstrated their affection toward you, by putting 
up with the stout smell of ammonia urine, wouldn't you want to apologize? 
Then wouldn't you try to clean it up, so that it wouldn't smell so bad, and 
your friend would enjoy spending time with you more? This is why we 
should to turn from our sins. 
 Once you hear the Gospel (John 3:16), it should kindle a spark of faith 
in your heart (Rom 10:17). When you then spend time with God by reading 
your Bible and praying, you begin to see how the smelly areas of your life, 
sin, seem to Him (Rom 12:2). 
 Then, because He has already demonstrated His affection for you, you 
desire to show your love in return (1 John 4:19). Some people change their 
entire way of life radically. For others, the sins begin to drop away one by 
one. The more that you stop doing things that displease Him, the more like 
Him you become (Rom 8:29). 
 So it's not a matter of, "Gee, God's watching, so I can't do anything 
fun now." It's, "Oh man I didn't realize how bad it stank." But Jesus doesn't 
wait for us to clean up our act before He comes to visit (Rom 5:8). Although 
we live in stink, He's not ashamed to be our friend (Rom 10:32). And He 
bestows this honor upon us Absolutely Free. 
_______________________________________________ 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us. 



 The Routing: Volume 2 

 40 

 Of The people, by the people, and for the people. We live in the 
greatest form of civilization ever known to man. In our democratic 
capitalistic society, everybody gets to be educated, vote, and may rise above 
their circumstances to affluence.  
 And since there is so much freedom here, there are people who abuse 
their freedom. Perversion of justice is evident in every level of government. 
But putting up with corruption and high taxes beats the tar out of watching 
your family get massacred in an African tribal conflict, or starving or 
freezing to death in war-torn eastern Europe. 
 So even though some of the people in the system are all screwed up, 
ours remains the best game in town. And though corruption abounds, the rest 
of us realize that democracy works, no matter how many clowns try to mess 
it all up. 
 Having this example to go by, why do you suppose people don't 
realize that it is the same situation in church? When government corruption 
is exposed, people don't lose faith in democracy, and emigrate to foreign 
countries. But when church corruption is exposed, people leave church, and 
discontinue practicing their faith. 
 Nowhere in the Bible does it demand that Christians go to church. But 
it does say not to stop (Heb 10:25). Isn't that the same thing?  
 The call goes forth from God to any who will hear, to come to Him 
for salvation (Isa 45:22, Rev 22:16+17). Once saved, members of the church 
are given spiritual gifts to help train and equip each other, to be used by God 
(Eph 4:11+12). 
 God needs you (Matt 9:37+38). And when you go to church, you can 
spur others on to doing more for Him (Heb 10:24). Kind of like a pep rally 
before the big game. But the game is out here in the world, where we are 
called to act as ambassadors for Christ, drawing others to be reconciled to 
God (2 Cor 5:20). 

It's great to live in the free world, in spite of corruption in politics. 
Likewise, it's great to serve God, even though some who claim to do so are 
obviously faking it. Don't let them keep you from what Jesus has, and wants 
to give you, Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________________ 
Isaiah 45:22 Look unto Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth: For I am 

God, and there is none else.  
Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say come. And let him that 

heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely. 
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 Don't pick it, or it'll never heal. Did you ever get a scrape, and then 
instead of letting it heal, pick at the scab? Sometimes when you do that, you 
try to pull the scab off, and wind up pulling some fresh flesh off in the 
process, or cause an infection, making the final scar bigger and deeper than 
if you'd have left it alone. 
 Have you noticed that as you grow older, and get into arguments with 
someone close, that you do it all over again? When you argue, do you or 
they bring up something that happened in the past, to show just how wrong 
the other person is? 
 Men and wives do this all the time. For example, if someone stays out 
late, that usually irritates the spouse. However, unless it's a chronic problem, 
it shouldn't lead to divorce. But if the spouse reflects on every time they 
have ever been mad, and opens up all the old wounds, they might actually 
give divorce consideration. 
 When you were a child and would get a scrape, wouldn't you go 
running home for one of your parents to fix it up? As an adult, that's what 
you need to learn to do now. The Bible tells us that in order to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven, we need to become as little children (Matt 18:3). So 
when you get hurt, run home in prayer (1 Pet 5:7). 
 Your Heavenly Father will help you clean the wound, apply 
antiseptic, and put a dressing on it. When you ask Him to forgive your 
shortcomings, He cleans it up. When you forgive the person who made you 
upset, the antiseptic that prevents from infection is applied. If you don't 
forgive, the wound will irritate you until you do, if ever. 
 The dressing is love. Love covers a multitude of sin (1 Cor 13:4-7, 1 
Pet 4:8). When it's someone you're close to, this love should come naturally. 
So instead of reliving our hurt, we need to forgive, in love, realizing that 
we've made stupid mistakes as well. 
 The same judgment we pass on others will be passed on us (Matt 7:2). 
In fact the Bible says that you should forgive, so that God can forgive you. If 
you don't, He won't (Mark 11:25). Look at our example: Jesus. 
 Our sins made it necessary for Him to go to the cross, if we were to 
make it to Heaven at all. And in His dying words, He asked God to forgive 
us (Luke 23:34). Can't we forgive those who hurt us? Jesus did us, 
Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________ 
Matthew 18:3 And said, "Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." 
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 Smile, You're on Candid Camera. Imagine being a teenager, 
working at a fast food place, and dropping a meat patty on the floor. 
Realizing that nobody saw it, you go ahead and sell it, because you're in a 
hurry. Then your boss calls you into the office to let you watch it all on tape 
from the security camera. Oops. 
 When you hire on at a job, they assign you a station, responsibilities, 
and equipment. It's their stuff. You are supposed to use it for their purposes. 
But how much time do you spend at work serving your own purposes? 
Would you change some of your work habits if you knew that your boss was 
going to watch a video tape of your day?  
 If you get fired, you don't get to take any of their stuff with you. 
Likewise, you come into this world with nothing, and will leave the same 
way. The stuff you get while you are here is on loan. You're supposed to use 
it for the Boss' purposes. 
 According to the Bible, when this life comes to an end, we're going to 
have to stand before the Boss, and watch our whole life on tape, accounting 
for our actions, thoughts, and words (Matt 12:36). On that day, all excuses 
will fail (Rom 1:20). That makes it kind of tough to slide doesn't it? But the 
slide provision is in there.  
 The Old testament amounted to an employment contract for people to 
serve God: He laid out the rules for us to follow (Deut 30:16-19). Reviewing 
the security tape, He found that according to the rules, everyone deserved to 
be fired (Rom 3:23).  
 But although He made the rules saying that disobedience must be 
punished, His desire to be merciful, outweighs His will to judge (James 
2:13). And so, seeing that punishment was called for, He came to earth in the 
form of a man, Jesus Christ, and accepted the punishment on our behalf (2 
Cor 5:21).   
 Anyone who understands, appreciates and accepts this selfless act on 
God's part, by believing in Jesus, and accepting Him as lord, erases the tape 
of their sins (Col 2:13+14). So, with the option of salvation available to us, 
God has given us the remote to the VCR, and allowed us to edit the tape, 
Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses;  

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; 
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 Quick, everyone out the back way... My parents are home! Being 
trusted with responsibility, before being mature enough to handle it, often 
causes kids to violate the trust of their parents. New responsibilities bring 
about new temptations: A kid who is never trusted to watch the house, is 
never tempted to throw a party there. 
 So parents should begin trusting their children with a little 
responsibility, and then more when they prove themselves trustworthy. 
Giving children a huge responsibility, without testing their faithfulness in a 
small thing first, would be foolish.   
 So it is with God. Moses demonstrated his desire to serve God on 
behalf of the Jews at the age of 40, but he acted rashly (Acts 7:23-25). Then 
for 40 more years, he worked as a shepherd, learning to take care of 
someone else's flock  (Ex 3:1). Only then did God trust him to deliver the 
Jews from Egypt (Acts 7:30). 
 But as Moses was on a mountain, getting the 10 commandments from 
God, he handed God's flock over to his brother Aaron. Aaron didn't get 40 
years of preparation for the job, and wasn't responsible enough yet to handle 
it. So when Moses came down from the mountain, he found them all 
partying hardy (Ex 32:19). 
 Lots of people hear the Gospel of Jesus and believe, but become 
discouraged, and quickly fall away from the faith (Matt 13:20-21). If you're 
doing your best to be faithful to Him, yet it seems that your faith is 
continually being tested, it could be because He has something big in store 
for you, and He's trying to prepare you to for it.  
 Jesus said that if you are faithful with little, you will be faithful with 
much, and likewise with unfaithfulness (Luke 16:10). And so the Bible tells 
us to rejoice when we are tested, knowing that we are being perfected (James 
1:2-4).  
 Not everybody has to get 40 years of discipline before God can use 
them. David was a teenager when he killed Goliath. So with every trial, 
you're a little closer to being used by God to glorify Him. It's a privilege that 
Jesus gives us, Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3 knowing that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience 
have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
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 Service with a smile. Suppose you're looking to buy a shirt. Seeing a 
nice selection in one shop, you walk on in. But as you make your way to the 
shirt section, someone says to you, "Hey! You're tracking up my floor!" 
 You look down, and can see that they had just mopped. So you 
apologize. But they say, "Well if you'd have read the sign when you walked 
in, you wouldn't have to apologize. Now that section will have to be mopped 
again, thanks to you." If you were their boss, how would you feel about 
them talking to your customers this way? 
 Jesus had business to do here on earth: reconcile men to God (Col 
1:19-21). When He showed up, He found His employees, the temple 
officials, acting in a similar way. They had imposed so many man-made 
rules that the people could not follow them all (Matt 23:4). They made the 
people feel guilty continually as though the breaking of those laws were the 
committing of sins (Matt 15:7-9).  
 It's no wonder then, as you read the accounts of Jesus' life, that time 
and again, He would scold the sanctimonious temple dudes, and comfort the 
crowd (Luke 11:39-48, Matt 5:1-12). He knew who the customer was, and 
who was the servant. 
 But even with this example to go by, there is no shortage today of 
church people  who have a smug, holier-than-you attitude. They're just as 
wrong as the temple dudes of Jesus' day. It's supposed to be the church 
dude's job to draw people to God, by telling of His grace through Jesus (2 
Cor 5:20-21).  
 The apostle Paul wrote to his friend Timothy, "This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief (1 Tim 1:15)." He wasn't trying to say, 
"Paul of Tarsus was the worst sinner." He was teaching Christians to say, "I 
am the worst one."  
 That sort of rules out being judgmental, doesn't it? There are really 
great church people too. Don't let the sanctimonious crowd keep you away 
from Jesus. You're the customer. Church is the store. Ministers are God's 
employees. Salvation from the punishment of your sins is the product, and 
the price is Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________________ 
Colossians 1:20 And having made peace through the blood of His cross, by 

Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven.  

22 In the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in His sight. 
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 Behind the scenes. Movie directors go to great lengths to make 
illusions seem real. They film the scenes from only certain angles that won't 
betray the stage props, and other illusionary deceptions. So when you watch 
it on the screen, you only get to see things from the perspective that the 
director wants you to see them. 
 In essence the director controls how you see things. He manipulates 
your emotions, and leads the conclusions that you draw with your reasoning 
faculties, by directing your attention to selected points of interest. Situations 
that seem spontaneous are actually calculated and choreographed for a 
desired effect.  Lots of times documentaries will show how the movies 
were made, or you can tour the set, and see the props. So you don't get a 
realistic view until you look at the situation from a different angle. 
 The movies present images that appear dangerous, but in reality can't 
harm you. And this world presents some images that appear harmless, but 
are very dangerous. Often situations that seem spontaneous are actually 
calculated  schemes. That's because there is a master of deception behind the 
scenes, directing them (1 John 5:19).  
 So where can you turn for a different angle, that gives you a realistic 
view? The Bible. That's why you should read it. It's the documentary on life. 
The word of God is living, and discerns the thoughts and intentions of men's' 
hearts (Heb 4:12). The world says, "If it feels good, do it." But God says, 
"Consider your ways" (Hag 1:5). 
 Jesus came to earth, as the embodiment of God's word (John 1:14). He 
is the embodiment of truth (John 14:6). But when He came, the world 
rejected Him. Yet to those who do not reject Him, but believe Him, He gives 
the right to become children of God (John 1:10-13). But how can you 
believe Him, and receive this magnificent gift of God's grace, if you're not 
exposed to it (Rom 10:14)?  
 It's all in there, Check it out. It takes you behind the scenes, and gives 
you a glimpse of the powers that be. This guided tour is Absolutely Free. 

____________________________________________________ 
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 

intents of the heart.  
13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all 

things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
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 Excuse me, I didn't see you standing there. Imagine that you're 
standing in line at the burger place, waiting to place your order. As the 
person in front of you moves up, two people step between you and them, one 
of them stepping on your foot. Then they start laughing about what they've 
just done. 
 As you stand there, fuming with indignation, trying to decide whether 
or not it's worth causing a scene over, they place their orders. But when their 
food arrives, they don't have enough money to pay for it. So one of them 
turns around and asks you, "Hey, we're in a jam; could you loan us five 
bucks?" What would your answer be? 
 Now would be the optimum time to bring to the attention of the 
cashier that these two guys just cut in front of you, and that they should be 
asked to leave. Suppose that they act all innocent, and pretend that they 
didn't know that you were in line: "Did we cut in front of you? We're sorry, 
we didn't see you standing there." 
 Would you accept this apology? What would God do? The same thing 
you would do. According to His word, everyone is aware of Him, seeing 
Him clearly, and understanding Him, whether they claim to or not. So when 
they pretend that they were ignorant of God, their excuse won't hold water 
(Rom 1:20). 
 Yes He is quick to forgive sins if we confess them to Him (1 John 
1:9), but not when we lie to Him. If someone steps on your foot when they 
butt their way in front of you, will you believe them when they say they 
didn't see you? Their laughing about it afterward demonstrates that they 
knew what they were doing (Rom 1:32). 
 All of us have stepped on His toes somewhere along the line (Rom 
3:23), and owe more than we can pay (Rom 6:23). Seeing that He has the 
option to either pay our bill for us, or tell the cashier that we should be asked 
to leave (Matt 22:13), it would behoove each of us to seek His forgiveness. 
And the only way to Him, to ask for forgiveness, is through Jesus (John 
14:6); for it's through Jesus, that God paid for the sins of the world, that 
through His love and grace, we might be accepted into Heaven Absolutely 
Free. 

_________________________________________________ 
Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world 

are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal Godhead; so that they are without excuse. 
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 For I come from Alabama with a banjo on my knee. So one day 
your sitting down at your place in Alabama, strummin' your banjo, and you 
think, "Hey, maybe if I play it this way, it'll sound like a piano." So you try 
it, and it does.  
 After a while, you discover that you can make any sound you want, 
even that of an entire orchestra. You can make beautiful sounds that no one's 
ever heard before. But you're all alone at your place. If you could just make 
it to Nashville, then everyone could hear it, and enjoy the wonderful things 
you can do. You just need a way there. 
 So you amble on down to the highway, and stick your thumb out. But 
car after car passes you by. Some people act like they don't notice you. Some 
honk and yell at you to get off the road. And some look at you, and you can 
read their face saying, "Look at that stupid hick with the banjo; what a 
loser." If they only knew. 
 Now you're starting to understand how God feels. He can do anything 
He wants. He doesn't even need a banjo to do it. He simply wills it, and does 
it. But He's stuck out at His place in the Spirit realm, and He needs to hook 
up with someone who can carry Him into the physical world, so that He can 
show off His glory in front of people. 
 Kind of like when Moses gave Him a ride to the Red Sea; or when 
David gave Him a lift to meet with Goliath. These guys were willing to 
submit to Him. So He poured out His Spirit upon them (Ex 3:12, 1 Sam 
16:13). They pulled over, and He got in. 
 He is continually looking for willing people, so He can display His 
power through them (2 Chron 16:9). How about you? The Bible tells us that 
if you will open the door and let Him in, He will develop a close personal 
relationship with you (Rev 3:20), just like He did with Moses (Josh 1:5). 
Why not you? Too many sins? 
 When you pull over for Jesus, and develop a relationship with Him, 
He takes the list of all those sins, and nails them to His cross, along with the 
charges against Him, signifying that those sins were punished at the cross 
(Colos 2:14). The instant that you submit to Him in faith, you are worthy! 
(John 8:36) So oh, Suzannah, don't you cry for me, for he whom the Son sets 
free is Absolutely Free! 

________________________________________________ 
2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 

perfect toward Him... 
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 Now you see it, now you don't. The Bible tells us of an invisible 
world that goes on around us called the spirit realm, that affects us in this 
world (2 Kings 6:16+17, Dan 10:10-13). What if one day,  all of a sudden 
the spirit realm isn't invisible anymore? 
 As you look around, there are two demons who were about to attack 
your kids. But now that you can see them, they stop. Then one of them walks 
over to you, and says, "Excuse me, but is it alright if we destroy your 
children?"  
 Well? Many times Satan and his demons can only attack your children 
if you allow them to. They just don't say, "Mother may I." Instead, they say, 
"There is nothing wrong with this [sin], go ahead and do it." The more you 
obey the leading of demons, the more claim they have over areas of your life 
(Rom 6:16).  
 Now you look to some of the angels flying around, and say, "Hey, 
help down here! Those two demons are after my kids!" But the angels say, 
"We're sorry, but they have every right to attack your children. You gave it 
to them by submitting to them." 
 Now that you see your children suffering because of your sins, you 
begin to regret and despise those sins. When these feelings are strong 
enough that you are willing to change, it's called repentance.  
 Now if only you could go back and erase your sins, eliminating your 
guilt, you could take away Hell's claims over areas of your life that you are 
spiritually responsible for. Well, maybe you can't do that, but Jesus can.  
 You see whether you can see in the spirit or not, this is the way that it 
works. And because God and His angels want desperately to help you in 
your plight against demons, He sent His only begotten Son to pay the 
penalty for sin on your behalf (Rom 5:8). So now if you rely on Him, rather 
than your own holiness to protect you against the schemes of the enemy, the 
devil has no power over you (Luke 10:19).  
 Then the angels of Heaven are free to minister to you and your family 
(Ps 91:9-11, Heb 1:14). You want the best for your children don't you? The 
best you can offer them, is to call upon the name of Jesus as savior, and set 
their angels Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
Psalm 91:9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the 

most High, thy habitation; 10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 11 For He shall give His angels charge 

over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 
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 I've got bad news, and I've got good news. One day you get a phone 
call: "Hurry home, there's been a terrible accident." How would you take this 
news? Bursting through the door at home, you find your family watching 
TV. Nothing bad has happened. How would you take this news?  
 Returning to your workplace, you overhear one of your peers telling 
how they had sent you a prank phone call. How would you take this news? 
Do you see what a dramatic effect a little bit of news can have on your 
attitudes and emotions? Now we can see the importance of the Gospel. The 
word "gospel" simply means "good news."  
 Suppose the phone call were, "Hurry home, there's a camera crew, and 
a TV star, with a huge sweepstakes check made out to you!" How would you 
take this news? Well the Gospel is like that, only better. Better? How?  
 Well, first you need to be aware of the bad news: You have sinned 
(Rom 3:23). The wages of sin are death (Rom 6:23). Then there's the good 
news: But God loves you so much, He experienced that death on your 
behalf, so that you could experience His eternal life with Him in Heaven 
(John 3:16, 2 Cor 5:21).  
 So what if you're rich? There have been rich people who, being 
confined to a wheel chair or an iron lung; would trade all their wealth for 
health. Yet they would still have death to look forward to. But the good 
news of salvation through Jesus promises eternal life, eternal health, and 
eternal wealth (John 6:58, Rev 21:4, Matt 6:20).  
 Suppose you choose not to believe the sweepstakes call, and don't act 
on it. Whose fault is it that you didn't accept the check? By the same token, 
you can choose not to believe the Gospel, and not act on it, and lose the 
same way. It's up to you. 
 Hurry home! Jesus stands at your door with salvation for you (Rev 
3:20). Tell Him in prayer that you choose to believe in Him, and that you 
accept this gift that He holds out to you. There's no purchase necessary: it's 
Absolutely Free!  

_________________________________________________ 
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

Mark 16:15 And He said unto them, "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature." 
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 Big deal. Suppose someone invented something that everybody would 
want. Stock options for this product sell for $1 a share, and are expected to 
be worth $1000 in 1 month. So if you invested $20, a month later you could 
sell it for $20,000.  
 But the only people who were aware of this great deal, were the stock 
brokers on Wall Street. They hog it all to themselves, and only tell their 
favorite clients about it. As a result, the rich people simply get richer, and 
the poor people remain poor. Does this part sound realistic or what? But is it 
fair? 
 Suppose a stock broker were to tell you that this information was 
available to anyone who read the financial page of the newspaper. Have you 
ever tried reading the financial page? What does it mean to you if Brand X 
gained half a point on the Dow Jones? That stuff is only understandable to 
someone who is familiar with it. 
 Likewise, knowledge of salvation is available to anyone who reads the 
Bible. What does it mean to you that redemption is possible? Unless you're 
familiar with biblical principles, probably nothing. Just as with the stock 
report, it's only available to everybody, if someone who's familiar with it 
explains what it means (Rom 10:13+14). 
 Do you know someone who understands biblical concepts? Don't let 
them hog all that information to themselves, and their church friends. Make 
them explain it to you. That's their job (Mark 16:15). Be aware of what's 
available to you.  
 Redemption, in biblical terminology, is similar to being ransomed: 
We're doomed to pay the penalty for our sins. But Christ paid the ransom for 
us, by pouring out His blood on our behalf, that we might be freed from that 
obligation (Rom 3:23-25). For without the shedding of blood, there can be 
no remission of sins (Heb 9:22). 
 It's only available by faith (Eph 2:8). Faith comes from hearing God's 
word (Rom 10:17). If you haven't heard enough of God's word to believe or 
understand it, ask. God wants you to know (1 Tim 2:3+4). It's available to 
you, and it's Absolutely Free. 

___________________________________________________ 
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the LORD shall 

be saved.  
14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And 

how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? 
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 My compliments to the chef. One day, you invite your friends over 
for dinner. You start preparing the meal days ahead of time. The meat has to 
be aged to perfection. Then you prepare the marinade, and let it soak in 
overnight. You hand select the side dishes, because everything, when done 
correctly, compliments each other.  
 So the big day arrives and you have been up since dawn, making the 
final preparations. Your friends come over, and you lay this banquet out 
before them. But before they even taste it, one of them smothers theirs in 
ketchup, and another puts tobasco sauce on theirs. They've just wasted all 
your efforts. How would you feel? 
 Now think of all the effort Jesus put into providing a way for us to get 
to Heaven. Most people in our culture have heard the salvation story, and 
consider themselves to be Christians. And yet if you ask them how you get 
to Heaven, many will say, "Well, I think that as long as you are nice, and 
you try to do your best, you're cool."  
 If this is your view, you've heard the Gospel of salvation: sampled the 
bread of life, and ruined it by putting ketchup all over it. You still don't 
know what it tastes like. If everyone is going to be OK anyway, why did 
Jesus die on the cross? If it wasn't necessary, it makes Him look pretty silly 
doesn't it? Why even be a Christian? If this is your view, are you actually a 
Christian? What is a Christian? 
 It was necessary for Him to die for us (Matt 26:39), or nobody would 
be able to make it (Rom 3:9-18). He is the only way (John 14:6). Not 
everyone will make it (Matt 7:13+14). You don't get in to Heaven based on 
having been good. You get in because He was good (2 Cor 5:21). That way, 
He gets all the credit. If you accept Him, He accepts you (Matt 10:32+33). 
Reject Him, and He will reject you (John 3:18-21). 
 Anyone may go to Heaven, but He gets the credit. He gets the honor. 
He gets the glory. And you get to live with Him in glory forever, Absolutely 
Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that 

trusteth in Him. 
Matthew 26:39 And He went a little farther, and fell on His face, and 

prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.  

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father but by Me. 
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 It's so hard to find good help these days. Suppose you were self-
employed, and you wanted to expand your business. So you hire three 
people to help you out, and tell them to show up for work the next day. Only 
two of them show up. Then a truckload of new equipment arrives, so you tell 
them to go unload it. One of them goes out to the dock, but the other says, "I 
don't feel like it." So you go out to help.  
 But when you get to the dock, you find that a passerby, had noticed 
that your employee needed a hand, and stopped to help. You see that he's a 
hard worker, and you ask him if he'd like to work for you. But he says, "No, 
I don't have a job right now, but I'm looking for something better than this; 
thanks anyway." 
 Through the course of the week, the employee who didn't help unload 
the truck, didn't feel like doing much of anything else either. The passerby 
stopped a couple of other times, and helped out your worker again. And the 
one who didn't show up, was too busy running around, announcing to 
everyone that they had a job now, to show up. Then on Friday, all of them 
show up, each expecting a paycheck.  
 Now you're in God's shoes. God's Word and Spirit appeal to people 
continually to let Jesus be Lord of their life (Rev 3:20). There are those who 
go to church, yet none of it sinks in (James 1:22). There are those who refuse 
to have anything to do with structured faith, yet try to establish 
righteousness by good deeds (James 2:18). 
 There are those who talk real loud about being hooked up with Him, 
but their actions don't match their words (James 2:14). All of these have 
rejected Jesus by not complying with His will (John 3:19). Yet all of these 
expect that on payday, they're going to have some reward due them (Matt 
7:21-23). Go figure. 
 Lord = boss. That's all. If you never obey someone, then they're not 
really your boss are they? Jesus is a cool boss to have (Matt 11:28-30). 
Submit to employment with Jesus, and your eternal health coverage is 
Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________________ 
Matthew 11:28 Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest.  
29 Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in 

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  
30 For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light. 
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Martians land in New Jersey. On October 30, 1938, Orson Welles 
broadcast a news flash of Martians landing on earth, as though it actually 
happened. People went into a panic nationwide. But it was a hoax. 
 Could that happen again today? Why not? When you listen to the 
news on the radio, do you scrutinize it, choosing to believe some parts, but 
not others? Or do you simply accept what you hear as truth? Most people 
trust the media, and blindly accept it. 
 In 1938, the people who were fooled, were those who were tuned-in to 
that particular show. People who were tuned to a different frequency, 
weren't tricked. But the airways are filled with radio waves, and whether or 
not you get duped, depends on what frequency you're tuned-in to, and 
whether or not you believe what you hear. 
 That's kind of how religion works as well. The Bible was written in 
Hebrew and Greek. In both languages, the word "spirit" is synonymous or 
interchangeable with the word "wind," or "air." One of the titles the Bible 
gives us for the devil, is the "prince of the power of the air. (Eph 2:2)" So the 
picture here, is that the air is filled with spirits. 
 So like radios receive transmissions from the air, even though you 
can't see them; the human mind may be susceptible to receiving messages 
from invisible spirits as well. It's been estimated that your mind computes 
over 10,000 conscious thoughts a day. Could it be that some of them are 
received through the air, rather than generated? 
 When you listen to the radio, you have the option of choosing which 
station you tune-in to. So it is with spirits (Josh 24:15). Oh you hear the 
others as you go channel surfing, but when you hear the one that pleases 
you, or comes in the clearest, you leave your radio set to it. So what 
frequency is your mind set on? 
 The Bible tells us that some of the spirits are deceptive (1 Tim 4:1). It 
tells us to test the spirits, and how (1 John 4:1). It criticizes heeding every 
wind of doctrine (Eph 4:14), and admonishes us to grow to spiritual 
discernment (Heb 5:12-14). Just as anyone who has a radio can tune-in for 
free and be duped; so anyone, tuning-in to the life-giving gospel of Jesus, 
can know the truth (John 8:31+32), and be saved, Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: The 

words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life. 
John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye 

continue in My word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
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 S.O.S. Three pilots get shot down over the ocean, during a war. Each 
of them ditch their planes in the water, and inflate their emergency rubber 
rafts. Then each of them discovers that there is a bullet hole in their raft, and 
it's sinking. 
 One of them says, "I might as well get it over with," and jumps over 
board. The next one says, "I'm going to keep my raft afloat!" Then he begins 
blowing into the bullet hole. The third one says, "I saw a light on the 
horizon, and according to my charts, it's a friendly outpost. I'm going to turn 
on my transponder, and hope that I can row within range of it." Then he 
started rowing. 
 This is a picture of righteousness: the condition of being right. If any 
of these guys were righteous: without sin; they would still be flying. But all 
have been shot down through temptation, and are sinking in is sin. So each 
of us is one of them. 
 The guy who jumped overboard was unrighteous. Do you know 
anyone who feels like they're going to go to Hell anyway, and so dive on in, 
deeper into sin? 
 The guy who tried to re-inflate his raft was self-righteous. Do you 
know anyone who believes that they're going to be saved as a result of their 
own efforts? Good deeds don't erase past sins, so they're still sinking (Rom 
3:19+20). 
 The guy that rowed toward the light, realized that he needed to call 
out for help to someone who could pull him from being engulfed in his sins: 
Jesus (1 Tim 1:15). His chart was the Holy Bible (2 Tim 3:16), and his 
transponder was prayer (Rom 10:13). Rowing toward the light is called 
repentance: turning from your sins (Luke 24:47).  
 This is accepting the righteousness that is of God (Rom 3:21-23) 
 Some people expect that Jesus will save them, but don't paddle, or 
turn on their transponder. No effort. That's self-righteous too: you're still 
right where you were, dead in the water (James 2:26). Once you've gone 
under, your equipment won't work. So send out your S.O.S. (Save Our 
Souls), and Jesus will rescue you, Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________ 
Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Christ Jesus unto all them that 

believe: For there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. 
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 What's in a name? What if, rather than simply being given a last 
name at birth, you had to earn your last name? Every time your name was 
spoken, it would conjure up images of what you are known for. 
 Suppose one day, you heard screaming coming from a nearby 
building. Without thinking, you rush in, and rescue 25 orphans from a raging 
fire. From then on, you become known as "Mr. or Ms. Courageous-
Champion-of the-Helpless-and-Innocent."  
 Similarly, names in the Bible, depict the essence of the person named, 
rather than simply being a title that they answered to. Abraham means 
"Father of Multitudes." (Gen 17:5) He became the father of the nation of 
Israel. Moses means "Drawn out." (Ex 2:10) Through him, God drew the 
Israelites out of Egypt.  
 Jesus means "The Lord is Salvation," or "Savior." (Matt 1:21). Christ 
means "Messiah," or "Anointed One." In Jewish ritual, when a priest, king or 
prophet was ordained, they were anointed: oil was poured on them. The oil 
was symbolic of the Holy Spirit, and signified their being empowered by 
God to fulfill their office.  
 So the picture painted by the words "Jesus Christ," to those who know 
the language, is that of a man representing God, saturated with and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit of God, fulfilling the office of Savior. This is 
the meaning of His name. 
 The Bible tells us that all who call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved (Rom 10:13). He was indeed God in the flesh (John 1:1+14). To say 
that you believe in the name of Jesus Christ means more than once upon a 
time there was a guy named Jesus. It means you believe that what His name 
says about Him is true.  
 When a cop uses the phrase, "in the name of the law," it means, "I 
represent the entire criminal justice system." Likewise, Christians have the 
authority to combat demons "in the name of Jesus" (Luke 10:17-19). It 
means, "I am backed-up by all of the angelic host of Heaven," because when 
you believe on the name of Jesus, He sends you His Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) 
to saturate you as it did Him, Absolutely Free. 

______________________________________________ 
Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the 

devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18 And He said unto them, I 
beheld Satan as lightning fall from Heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the 

enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
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 Hip-hip, cheerio, and all that rot. Suppose on your next vacation, 
you decide to visit the Congo. One day, as you're strolling near the jungle, 
some guy on an elephant, wearing one of those goofy safari outfits, rides up 
holding out a rifle. 
 With a classic British accent, he says, "Ahoy there I say! You might 
want to use this carbine, if you cherish your head." You respond with, "What 
for?"  
 "There's a jolly old lion in the grass over there, and it looks as though 
he fancies to have you for lunch." You look in the direction he points, but 
you don't see anything. So you begin to wonder what circus this clown 
escaped from. Just then, a lion jumps up, and starts charging in your 
direction. Now, will you accept the rifle or not? 
 Suddenly, Safari-Bob doesn't seem so silly anymore does he? He's 
like a lot of church people: many Christians get so church-ified, that their 
mannerisms and speech seem foreign to others. Many tend to believe that 
they can't relate to real life. 
 But in truth, they've just got a different angle on things. It's not that 
they're holier than anyone else, or smarter, or more worthy than anyone else. 
It's just that, like the Englishman on the elephant, if they're founded on the 
precepts of the Bible, there's a better view from where they sit.  
 They may talk about judgment and damnation (Rev 21:8), though you 
might not be able to see the threat. But the Bible tells us that there really is a 
lion stalking us (1 Pet 5:8), and to arm ourselves, to be able to withstand the 
attack (Eph 6:11). Our weapon is the Word of God (Eph 6:17), and Jesus 
shows us how to use it (Matt 4:3-11). 
 The lion comes against us with lies and deceit, trying to trick us into a 
vulnerable position with temptation, for his power of death is sin (1 Cor 
15:56). If you'll submit to God, His word will have effect, when you wield it 
against the enemy (James 4:7).  
 But you have to accept the weapon before you can use it. So even 
though some church people might seem kind of screwy, they have 
something to offer that you can use. Ahoy, take this weapon if you cherish 
your soul; it's Absolutely Free. 

______________________________________________ 
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. 
Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, 

which is the Word of God. 
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 Gadzooks...Look at the head on that thing! Suppose that on your 
way home, you saw a little boy with a grotesquely malformed head.  
 Maybe you knew something about this boy: that his parents blamed 
him for their problems, and abused him. Suppose that he was retarded, and 
didn't understand why they were mean to him. What if as you looked, other 
children were ridiculing him, and he was crying. Wouldn't you say, "Oh I 
wish I could do something for him?" 
 Imagine that as soon as these words leave your lips, a pixie appears, 
sits on your dash board, and says, "I have come to grant your wish. All you 
have to do is trade places with the little boy, and he will be happy. But you 
will become just as helpless as he is, and people will hate you and sneer at 
you for the rest of your life."  
 Take your time. Think it over. All you have to do is give up all that 
you have, and all that you are. Can you even possibly conceive of going 
through with it? 
 Jesus did. And He did it for you. Before He left heaven and came to 
earth in the form of a man, He was getting along just fine (John 17:5). But 
out of compassion for us, He cast off His splendor and glory, to come here, 
and trade places with us (1 Tim 1:15). He took our place on the cross, 
accepting the scorn and shame that we deserved because of our sins (2 Cor 
5:21). He chose to go through with it (Matt 26:53). 
 You might say, "Yeah, but it is different for Him, 'cause He knew that 
He would end up back in Heaven anyway." Bingo. To those who follow 
Him, He promises the same destiny (Rev 21:27). In fact, He says that 
anything you sacrifice for His sake, you will get back multiplied (Matt 
19:29). So His situation was no different than yours.   
 Don't worry; the Bible doesn't tell us to go and trade places with 
people who have hideous genetic mutations. But we need to see Jesus for 
how compassionate He is. If we return that compassion toward others, Jesus 
says that we're doing it to Him (Matt 25:40). It's something simple that we 
can do to show our gratitude, Absolutely Free.  

____________________________________________ 
Matthew 19:29 And everyone that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 

sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My name's 
sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 

Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My 

brethren, ye have done it unto Me 
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 Some assembly required. Imagine that you got the brilliant idea to 
build your own home entertainment system from a kit, with all the parts to a 
TV, VCR, and stereo. You follow all the directions, and when you're done, it 
looks perfect. 
 But it doesn't work. So you try to fix it. It still doesn't work. So you 
review the instructions to find what you might have done wrong. After 
weeks of trial and failure, you decide that you would enjoy using it for target 
practice.  
 As you're hauling it, and your shotgun outside, your spouse asks you 
to reconsider. They remind you of how much time and effort you have 
invested in it, and that, "People might say that you weren't smart enough to 
make it work." 
 After they calm you down, you take it back in the house, and 
reassemble it. As you do, you discover a faulty circuit. Upon fixing it, the 
whole system works just as it's supposed to. Now you invite people over so 
you can show it off.  
 If you can relate to this situation, then you can see how God feels 
sometimes about us: He's done everything right, yet we just don't seem to 
work the way He meant us to. But when He works the bugs out of one of us, 
and we begin functioning as intended, the angels in Heaven rejoice (Luke 
15:10). 
 He likes to show off His creations when they work right (Job 1:8). But 
sometimes He gets frustrated when they don't, and opts to destroy them (Ex 
32:9). Sometimes, there was no one to talk Him out of it (Eze 22:30). But 
when someone who pleased Him, would seek His mercy on those about to 
be punished, He would relent (Ex 32:11-14). 
 That's called intercession: making peace. Now that you can see that 
you actually can relate to How God feels, try to see that the whole reason 
that He became a man: Jesus; was to show that He can relate to us too. 
That's what He wants: a relationship. 
 It's His desire that all of us would work right (1 Tim 2:4). "Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do," was what Jesus said as He 
interceded for us, while He was dying on the cross (Luke 23:34). He made 
peace for us, Absolutely Free. 

______________________________________________ 
Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you there is joy in the presence of the angels 

over one sinner that repenteth. 
1 Timothy 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 

saviour: 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth. 
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 "Hello, you're on the air." Once a caller called in to a talk radio 
program, and asked for tax advice. The host told the man to hire a tax 
accountant. The man thought that he might be able to prepare them himself. 
The host asked, "What do you do for a living?" The man answered, "I'm a 
restaurant manager." 
 "Are you Good at what you do?" 
 "Well, yes I am. I'm very good at what I do." 
 "I have some dental work I need done. Will you fill my cavities?" 
 "No, I’m not a dentist." 
 "You’re not a tax accountant either." 
 He wasn't saying that the man was too stupid to be a dentist or 
accountant. He was pointing out that there are intricate details of any 
profession that require the insight of someone who specializes in their field. 
If the restaurant manager were to go back to school and learn dentistry, he 
would probably be a very capable dentist. 
 That's what Jesus meant when He said, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3)." 
He was saying that some things are spiritually perceived, rather than 
intellectually understood, and that for them, you need the insight of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor 2:14). 
 He clarified His statement by saying, "Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of Spirit is spirit (John 3:5+6)." 
 So how do you become born again? How do you receive this Holy 
Spirit of God? By hearing the gospel of Jesus, and believing what you have 
heard (Rom 10:9+10). Then you will receive the Holy Spirit (Gal 3:2+3).  
 It's more than believing that there is a God. But unless you hear the 
rest of it, you're not going to be able to believe it (Rom 10:14), because faith 
comes through hearing the Word of God (Rom 10:17). So if you desire to 
know the things of God, hear it, believe it, and receive the Holy Spirit, 
Absolutely Free. 

____________________________________________ 
John 3:7 Marvel not that I say unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

John 3:12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye 
believe if I tell you of heavenly things? 
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 Cubs Win! Cubs Win! There are different categories of Chicago Cub 
fans: bleacher bums, and box ticket holders; they even have a term for those 
fans who have weathered bad seasons, and still stick it out: "Die Hard" Cub 
fans. They don't love the Cubs only if they win. They love them simply 
because they're the Cubs: Loyal fans. 
 Suppose you visit Wrigley Field to watch them. You get decent seats, 
but some blow hard sits behind you, and shouts in your ear through half the 
game. Meanwhile some over-excited fan in front of you jumps up every 
play, and blocks your view.  They might really love the Cubs, but they've 
ruined it for you.  
 People should go to church because they love God. Many don't, 
because they have been offended by pushy church people. Those church 
people might really love God, but their ways of demonstrating it have ruined 
it for other people. 
 Like ball fans, most Jesus fans are civilized and rational. In fact the 
obnoxious ones are just as irritating to them as they are to others. Of course, 
you don't have to go to church to get to Heaven. You can read about Jesus, 
and pray in His name. 
 You don't have to go to the game to be a baseball fan either. You can 
read the scores in the sports page. You can watch the game on TV. For that 
matter, you can watch church on TV. But in either circumstance, to really 
get caught up in the spirit of the occasion, there's nothing like being there.  
 To experience a richer relationship with God, you really do need to go 
to church (Heb 10:25). There is a spiritual opposing team (1 Pet 5:8), and we 
need each others' support (Ecc 4:9+10). There is strength in numbers (Ecc 
4:12). You become like those you run with: run with winners and win, or run 
with losers and lose (Prov 13:20). 
 When Jesus showed up, some fans were being loud and pushy, and He 
chewed them out (Luke 11:42-46). He said that whores and thugs would 
enter heaven before them (Matt 21:31). So they're irritating to Him too. Isn't 
that great? 
 Be a die hard Jesus fan. Root for Him for who He is. There are plenty 
of churches closer than Wrigley Field, and admission is Absolutely Free. 

___________________________________________ 
Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward 
for their labor. 10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to 
him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. 
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 All you can eat buffet: Absolutely Free. Suppose you're rich, and 
build a cafe to feed the poor for free. Then you visit the homeless, and tell 
them that they no longer have to beg, and lead them to your place. After the 
ball is rolling, you take a vacation. 
 When you return, there's a crowd there, but no poor people. So again 
you visit the streets, and talk with people you recognize begging. 
 You find that the restaurant had become popular, because the food 
was so good. Now that clean-cut, sophisticated people go there, the 
homeless crowd feels out of place. Though they greatly admire and respect 
you, they wouldn't dream of embarrassing you, or worse, making you mad, 
by creating a scene with their shabby presence. 
 Wouldn't that be frustrating? Out of regard for you, they avoid your 
place, defeating its purpose entirely. Jesus Christ came to save the sinners (1 
Tim 1:15). If there's anywhere sinners feel out of place, it's church. Doesn't 
that defeat its purpose? 
 There are people in our culture who suspect whole-heartedly that 
Jesus Christ is exactly what and who the Bible says He is, and fear, honor 
and respect Him. So much so in fact, that they would consider it sacrilegious 
if they were to set foot inside a church, because certain aspects of their life 
aren't square with Him. 
 The truth is, that they are more righteous in God's eyes than many 
church people, who are not aware that aspects of their lives aren't square 
with Him (Luke 18:10-14). It's when you stop feeling ashamed of your 
sinfulness before God that you need to worry about your spiritual condition. 
None of us escape that category (1 John 1:8).  
 When He visited the streets down here, some folks ridiculed Him for 
hanging around with sinners (Matt 9:11). If you fit into that category, He 
came to hang around with you. He knows, and can relate to the temptations 
you have fallen subject to (Matt 4:1). He came to save sinners, not condemn 
them (John 3:17).  
 Don't avoid church out of reverence. On the menu is the Bread of Life 
for your soul (John 6:35), and it has been prepared for you, Absolutely Free. 

____________________________________________ 
Matthew 9:11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto His disciples, 
"Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?" 12 But when Jesus 
heard that, He said unto them, "They that are whole need not a physician, 

but they that are sick." 
1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 
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 All ashore that's going ashore. Wouldn't it be great to win an all 
expense paid cruise on a luxury liner? What if it sank? Then would it be 
great?  
 Someone hauls you into a lifeboat and you spot your spouse, and your 
children. Your spouse gets in the boat. You call to your children. One swims 
to the side of the boat, and hangs on. The other says, "I'm OK, I'm wearing a 
lifejacket!  
 As you shout to them to swim for the boat, they insist that they're OK. 
Meanwhile they drift further out to sea. So now you start urging the child 
hanging on to the side of the boat, to climb on in. Yet they insist that they're 
OK too. 
 There is much ado about the phrase, "Once saved, always saved." 
Some believe it, some don't. But salvation is kind of like the illustration 
above. The sea is the world, and the sinful things of it. The ship is a 
completely sheltered and protected relationship with God. Adam and Eve 
sank that boat through sin. 
 You can experience a momentary spark of faith in Jesus. That's the 
kid with the lifejacket. Some people believe, and even attend church 
sometimes. They're hanging on to the side of the boat: Their life outside of 
church is still in the world. 
 But the promises of salvation in the bible are to those who are in the 
boat: in Christ (Eph 1:7). That entails developing a real relationship with 
God through prayer, and the reading of His word (John 15:4-6): two-way 
communication with His Spirit. 
 Outside, the sharks might eat your legs off, but you could still survive 
if you can hang on (1 Cor 3:11-15). To lose your salvation, you would have 
to jump completely out of the boat, and let go of your faith (Heb 6:4-6). If 
you're not hanging on, you're going to drift away like the lifejacket kid (Matt 
13:22), and the sharks will get you (1 Pet 5:8). 
 The Bible promises that those who are in the boat will arrive safely on 
land (Eph 1:13+14). So climb in by learning about, believing in, and praying 
to Jesus; and take an all-expense-paid cruise to the Promised Land, 
Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________ 
John 15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me.  
5 I Am the vine, and ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without Me ye can do nothing.  
6 If a man abideth not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 

and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
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 The Cowboys vs. the Indians, starring John Wayne. As two men 
watch a John Wayne movie, one says, "Betcha $10 John Wayne is behind 
that rock, and he's gonna jump out and get that injun." The other man takes 
the bet. 
 Then John Wayne jumps out and gets the Indian. Then the man who 
made the bet says, "I can't take your money: I cheated. I've seen this movie 
before." But the other guy says, "So did I, and I was sure the injun would 
know better this time." 
 Suppose you were watching your favorite movie on video tape. But 
because you don't like the scene where the dog dies, you fast-forward past 
that part. Then when you cut in, at a later point, the dog is still alive. The 
whole outcome of the movie changes because you fast-forwarded past some 
of the story line. Does it work that way? 
 Neither does it work that way with God. Some people believe that 
when you die, your soul goes somewhere and just hangs out, waiting for 
judgment day. If that's the case, there are people who have been waiting a 
long time. But Jesus said to another man, as they were dying, "This day you 
shall be with me in Paradise (Luke 23:43)." 
 There are some people who believe that we have no say in where we 
wind up, because the Bible uses the word "predestination." You were pre-
destined to go where you are going (Eph 1:5+11). But the Bible also speaks 
of foreknowledge (Rom 8:29). So God is only betting on John Wayne, 
because He has already seen the movie. 
 And just as man can fast-forward a video tape to the end of the movie, 
God can zip us up to the end of the picture when we pass out of this world. 
Time is a natural law, but God is super-natural. We know that spirits are not 
bound by the laws of nature. That's why some spirits can tell you what is 
going to happen in the future (Acts 16:16). 
 Sometimes God would fast-forward the tape in the Bible, and show 
men what was going to happen up the road. These men were called prophets 
(1 Sam 9:9). One guy, John, wrote down how the movie is going to end (Rev 
1:1-3). God wins (Rev 20:9).  
 Fast forwarding doesn't change the outcome of the movie, so place 
your bets on Jesus. There's more at stake than $10, but the winnings are 
Absolutely Free.  

________________________________________________ 
Revelation 1:1 the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to 
shew unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass; and He sent 

it and signified it by His angel unto His servant John. 
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 On the outside looking in. The industrial revolution took place in 
England from about 1750 to 1850. It created appalling social conditions, like 
children being left to fend for themselves in the streets: called "street 
urchins" or "gutter snipes."  
 These are those depicted in movies like "Oliver Twist" and "A 
Christmas Carol." There would be elaborate scenes of lavish ballroom feasts 
served to rich industrialists, while starving street urchins stood outside in the 
freezing cold, faces pressed against the window panes, watching the 
banquet, dying for just a scrap of food. 
 Jesus told a similar story with a twist: A very rich man held a banquet, 
and invited all of his rich friends. But all of them were too busy being rich, 
and catering to themselves, and each of them made excuses as to why they 
couldn't come (Luke 14:16-21). 
 That ticked the rich guy off. So, he told his servants to gather up the 
street urchins, the crippled and blind, and serve them. But there were still 
plenty of seats available, so he ordered that his servants go and invite 
anybody, with the exception of those who rejected the invitation to begin 
with. They were no longer welcome (Luke 14:21-24). 
 This is an illustration of the Old and New Testaments. The rich man is 
God. In the Old Testament, He made rules for the priests to follow. This was 
their invitation. They were the only ones allowed in His presence. But they 
blew it. 
 So He sent Jesus, who opened the door for anyone to dine with God 
(John 10:9). His servants: Christians, are supposed to be going about 
inviting everyone to sit with God (2 Cor 5:20). And although some of them 
are blowing it too (Matt 7:21-23), the invitation is still open you, to get to 
know God (Rev 22:17).  
 But it's not enough to be invited. In order to take part in the festivities, 
you have to accept the invitation, and show up (1 John 5:1+2).  
 Watching the movies, you would begin to despise the rich crowd; and 
think, "How would you like it if you were on the outside looking in?" This is 
exactly what happens, according to Jesus, so He traded places with us, 
Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
John 10:9 I Am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 

shall go in and out, and find pasture. 



 The Routing: Volume 3 

 13 

 The American Dream. Suppose on your way to work tomorrow, you 
get a brilliant idea: an invention. Then you begin spending your spare time 
perfecting the design, drawing up plans, and you get a patent. So, by the 
sweat of your own brow, you build a company that produces, and a store, 
that sells your invention.  
 They become immensely popular. But they are very costly to produce, 
and very expensive. You become very rich and powerful. One day, you're 
standing in the store overseeing the business. Many people come in and 
look, but can't afford it.  
 Then one of your children comes in, and says, "Can I have one?" 
Because you love them, you say, "Sure!" Does anyone else in the store have 
the right to get angry, because you have given away something that they 
can't afford? Whose stuff is it anyway? 
 You see this is where God sits. He created everything, with no help 
from anybody (Gen 1:1). He doesn't owe anything to anybody, and He's not 
accountable to anybody (Rom 9:15). Everybody wants His salvation: 
nobody wants to rot in Hell.  
 Some people try qualify for it by doing good things. But you can't do 
enough to deserve it (Rom 3:20). Yet God likes to give it to His children for 
free, when they ask for it (Matt 7:11). Opponents to Christianity; those who 
would like to take credit for their own salvation by virtue of their own 
goodness, resent this (Psalm 2:1-3). 
 Why? It's not like God told them, "No, you can't have any!" He said 
that anybody can become His child, by believing in the message of His love 
and grace being poured out upon us through Jesus Christ (John 1:12). Why 
would that make anybody mad? 
 It's as though a rich man went walking through an orphanage, and 
said, "Anybody who wants to be adopted, come with me." Then, when He 
adopts those who come with Him, He pours out His love upon them, 
regardless of what they may have done wrong in their past: and the ones 
who stayed behind say, "It's not fair!" 
 It's not fair. It's mercy. God wants to adopt you (Gal 4:4-7), and 
shower you with love and forgiveness. He wants to make you His child, 
Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
Galatians 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5  To redeem them that were 

under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6  And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 

Abba, Father. 
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 Jalopy jamboree. Three men all drive to the store. One has a truck, 
that he has been customizing for 6 years. It's got roll bars, fog lights, huge 
tires, chrome everywhere, and sits 4 foot off the ground. The second man is 
driving a high-performance sports car. He retired a few years back. His kids 
are raised. His house is paid for. So he bought this little convertible coupe as 
a toy, because he has always wanted one. 
 The third man is still in high-school. He's only a year older than his 
car, that he bought for $150. Bumper stickers cover up rust. A coat hanger 
keeps the muffler from scraping the ground, and it uses 3 quarts of oil per 
tank-full of gas. 
 Although the first guy has a 4-wheeler, he's spent so much time 
shining it, that he drives it like it were made of glass.  
 Although the second guy has a car that could do 180 mph on the 
autobahn, he's getting old, and his eyesight is failing him. So he drives like 
he's old.  
 Although the third guy's car is held together with duct tape and baling 
wire, he flies over railroad crossings and doesn't slow down for corners. He 
can't hear that scrape when his car bottoms out, because he's jamming to his 
radio, and singing along. 
 Which of these guys is getting his money's worth out of his vehicle? 
 This is how people deal with God. Some people are so concerned 
about their image, that they won't do anything, for fear of scratching their 
paint (Rom 14:2, 1 Cor 5:9+10). Some are so unsure of their faith: not 
knowing what is acceptable before God, and what is not (Heb 5:12-14), that 
they aren't getting anywhere. 
 Some people get so exhilarated when they first discover that God is 
alive (Heb 4:12), and that He has a unique purpose especially for them (1 
Cor 12:4-7, 1 Tim 2:4), that they run full-throttle for Jesus everywhere they 
go. That's better than someone who knows the Bible inside and out, but 
doesn't go anywhere with it (James 2:26). 
 You can go as fast and far with God as your faith will take you: no 
limits. If you're low on faith, pull into a Bible, and Jesus will fill you up, 
Absolutely Free. 

_________________________________________________ 
1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 

And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there 
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
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 Yipee-kiyi-yipee-yipee-yea. Four men apply for work on a cattle 
ranch. All four get hired. The first one has a degree in veterinary medicine. 
The second one has been on 18 cattle drives before. The other two have no 
experience. 
 The first one gets hired as the company "Doc." He gets the premium 
salary that a college education demands. The second is made the official 
"Trail Boss." He gets the high salary that accompanies much responsibility. 
The third man is one of the official "Hired Hands." He gets just a little more 
than minimum wage. 
 The fourth man got a message from the company, that he had been 
hired, but he didn't believe it, so he never showed up for work. He got fired. 
 Each man applied and was accepted. But each of them received 
different payment for their positions based on their accomplishments prior to 
employment. That's how our eternal reward will be administered to us as 
well. You don't get saved based on what you have done. There is a 
distinction between your salvation, and your reward. 
 You get saved by the grace of God through faith, not by your works 
(Eph 2:8+9). If you refuse to believe the message of His grace, and don't 
respond, you'll be fired (John 3:18). But you are judged and rewarded 
according to your works (Rev 20:12).  
 Salvation is citizenship in Heaven. But your reward will determine the 
quality or intensity of your salvation experience. The more you do for God 
in this life, the greater your reward in Heaven (Matt 6:20). If you have done 
little for God, yet you believe in His son Jesus Christ, you can be saved, with 
little reward (Rom 4:4+5, 1 Cor 3:15).  
 It would be far better to be a toilet scrubber in Heaven, than a king in 
Hell. All who apply for positions in Heaven will be accepted (Rom 10:13). 
There's nothing you can do to deserve one: It's a gift that Jesus offers out to 
you, Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace ye are saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God. 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Romans 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 

but of debt. 5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness 
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 Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou, Romeo? In Shakespeare's 
classic tragedy, Romeo and Juliet, young and daring Romeo invades a party 
thrown by a family that his family is feuding with. They were raised hating 
one another. But while he is at the party, he meets Juliet, of the enemy clan, 
and they fall instantly in love. 
 Later, as they express their love for one another, she points out that 
their romance can never be, because of their family names: Her family hates 
his, and visa-versa. He responds with, "What's in a name? A rose by any 
other name would still smell as sweet." 
 It's easy to hate people as long as you can keep distance between you. 
For example, there are religious fanatics, and there are straight people. 
Straight people generally don't have a problem believing there is a God. But 
fanatics tend to assert that He is what they say He is, and will tolerate no 
deviation from their doctrine. 
 Straight people expect church people to be judgmental, and church 
people expect straight people to be sinners. But the word prejudice means 
pre-judge. So anyone who holds a prejudice is judgmental. Jesus commands 
against that (Matt 7:1).  
 He pioneered the concept of crossing ethnic lines to relate to others. 
He left the spirit realm, and joined us in the flesh (John 1:14). As a man, He 
was religious, but crossed the line, and socialized with sinners (Matt 9:10). 
And He pointed to non-religious people as examples of demonstrating great 
faith in God (Matt 16:28, Luke 7:9,). 
 Some of the non-religious crowd avoid God, not out of rebellion, but 
out of reverence. They wouldn't dare tempt God's wrath, entering His courts 
in their spiritual condition. But by keeping their distance, they can't discover 
that His word says that He wants to forgive (Eze 18:31+32).  
 We're all in the same boat (Rom 3:21-23). Cross the line and discover 
that not all church people are judgmental hypocrites. Prejudices never help 
anyone. Jesus crossed over for you, and invites you to mingle with Him, 
Absolutely Free. 

___________________________________________ 
Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: fro there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God. 
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 Conveniently located in your grocer's freezer. Have you ever gone 
to a shopping center, and seen those little stands set up where they give away 
free samples of some snack food; then as you walk away eating it, think to 
yourself, "Oh man, that was good. I'm gonna sneak back and get another;" 
but then you don't buy any? 
 That would involve commitment. You would have to make an 
investment in order to eat your fill of them. It's as though it's better to do 
something that you know isn't right, and remain unsatisfied, than make a 
commitment, and be filled. 
 The people that work those stands are only there to wet your appetite. 
The idea is that once you've tasted, you'll commit to an investment. That's 
all. That's what Christians have been hired to do. The "Great Commission" 
is, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 
16:15)."  
 That gospel is summed up in this: God loves you more than you can 
possibly imagine, and sent His only begotten Son into the world to save you 
from dying for the sins that the devil has tricked you into committing (John 
3:16). 
 Taste good? Try this: People don't plunge into debt for cars or houses 
or vacations because it's required to get into Heaven: They do it because 
they want them. Jesus wants you to want Him like that (Psa 34:8). Can you 
relate to that? If you would check Him out, You'd find that He's worth any 
commitment necessary to know Him. 
 But He doesn't want people moping around, saying, "I'm doing this 
because I have to." He calls that hypocrisy, not holiness (Matt 6:16). And we 
already owe Him all that we are anyway (Acts 17:28). And so the only 
commitment required is that you believe that He is who He says He is, and 
did what He says He did (John 5:24).  
 If you can believe that, you'll love Him. And if you love Him, you'll 
seek Him. And if you seek Him, you will find Him (Matt 7:7). So, try some 
more! Because just like this little sampling of the gospel, the whole package 
is Absolutely Free!  

______________________________________________ 
Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that 

trusteth in Him. 
John 5:24 Verily verily I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and 

believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
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 Well it serves you right. Three people meet at the coffee machine 
before work. 
 People #1 says, "I feel terrible. I got arrested Friday for drinking and 
driving, and spent the weekend in jail. Now I won't get my license back for 
at least a year." 
 People #2 says, "Man that sucks. I feel for you. If you'd like, I can 
start picking you up in the morning, now that you can't drive." 
 People #3 says, "Well it serves you right. What did you expect, 
getting all liquored-up and driving around? If you choose to be stupid, you 
deserve what you get." 
 Just then, a comet tears through the roof, hits the coffee machine, and 
explodes. The next thing they know, they're standing before a great white 
throne, and they have to account for their actions while they were alive on 
earth (Rev 20:12). 
 People #1 says, "Oh God have mercy on me, for I have no excuse. Yet 
I have prayed in Jesus' name for forgiveness." Then a voice replies, "Heard, 
and forgiven." 
 People #2 says, "I also have sinned Lord. But while I was alive, I put 
my trust in Christ to save me from those sins." The voice answers, "You 
trusted wisely." 
 People #3 says, "Well God, You know me. You saw me in church 
every week." But the voice answers, "I also saw you sinning."  
 "Yeah, but you can forgive me for that. Let's go inside now." 
 "Whoa there Spanky! What happened to, 'If you choose to be stupid, 
you deserve what you Get?'"  
 Not everybody Who calls Jesus, "Lord, Lord," is going to make it into 
Heaven (Matt 7:21). The one who confessed their sins was forgiven (1 John 
1:9). The one who showed mercy, received mercy (Matt 5:7). And the one 
who passed judgment, received judgment, according to their own standards 
(Matt 7:1+2). 
 If you want forgiveness, you must forgive (Matt 6:14+15). Jesus said 
that if you will treat others the way you would like to be treated, you will 
have fulfilled the religious law in the Old Testament (Matt 7:12). So you can 
condemn others, and be condemned; or you can forgive others, trust Jesus to 
forgive you, and be Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Matthew 7:1 Judge not that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 

measured to you again. 
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 E=mc2. Einstein determined that energy, substance, and speed 
function in relation to one another; not independently. He called his findings 
the "Theory of Relativity." Relativity is where the condition of something 
depends on the condition of something else. For example, a basketball is 
relatively big to a pea, but relatively small to a car. So whether it is big or 
small, depends on what you relate it to. 
 Are you a nice person? Compared to Adolf Hitler, maybe so. 
Compared to Mother Teresa, maybe no. This is using relativity to assess the 
condition of your character. But then whether you are nice or not, depends 
on who you compare yourself to. 
 But what if there were some sort of accurate standard that you could 
compare yourself with, to determine whether you are righteous, or 
unrighteous? There is. It's the account of Jesus found in the gospels. He 
always set a good example. 
 The only problem is, you will always come up unrighteous compared 
to Him. But the solution to that problem is not to find someone else to 
compare yourself to. Looking the other way doesn't change your spiritual 
status. It just denies it.  
 You see, God wants you to realize that you fall short of perfect (Rom 
3:23). He wants you to realize that you need His help to improve (1 Tim 
2:4). He wants to help you (Mal 3:10). That way, when He's done, you're 
new and improved (2 Cor 5:17), and you will tell people that He did it, not 
you (Luke 12:8). That will glorify Him.  
 This is all relative, or pertinent, to the topic at hand; because the Bible 
tells us that if you believe in Jesus Christ, you become a child of God (John 
1:12). If you're His child, that makes you a relative of His. And everybody 
knows that relatives have more pull. 
 So as through the knowledge Einstein's Theory of Relativity, man has 
access to atomic power; through the knowledge of our relativity to God 
through Jesus Christ, we can have access to the power that created atoms, 
Einstein, and everything else.  
 In relativity, one thing depends upon another. So do we depend on 
Jesus to cleanse us from sin (1 John 1:7), allowing us into Heaven, 
Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 

old things are passed away; behold all things are become new. 
Luke 12:8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him 

shall the Son of Man also confess before the angels of God: 
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 Two weeks notice. Suppose that you handle all your company's 
customer accounts. Then one day you get a letter that says, "You have been 
accused of handling our accounts foolishly. Get your things in order. You'll 
be fired in two weeks." 
 So you call all the customers and say things like: "According to my 
records, you owe my company $750,000. I'm going to change that number to 
$500,000. Is that OK with you? Good. Please change your records to match 
mine." 
 Now not only do they owe you a debt of gratitude, but you've got dirt 
on them: You know that they falsified their records. You shouldn't have a 
problem finding a job now. This is called being shrewd. Dishonest, but 
shrewd. 
 This story is in the Bible (Luke 16:1-8). Jesus told this story, and then 
basically said, "Do likewise (Luke 16:9)." He wasn't saying, "Be dishonest," 
He was saying that evil people who know that something's going to happen, 
figure out where they want to be when it happens, and devise plans to make 
it turn out that way. 
 Do likewise. Jesus, has issued us written notice that life here is going 
to end (Rev 21:1). And at the judgment, people shall stand and accuse each 
other according to what they have done (Matt 12:41). Some cry out for 
vengeance (Rev 6:10). 
 Meanwhile, God provides us with more wealth than we need. But it 
belongs to Him (Hag 2:8). So He was saying to use our money to prepare for 
what is coming up. So that on judgment day, rather than standing and 
accusing you, people will testify of your generosity. Rather than scream for 
vengeance, they'll forgive your debts. 
 He followed this story with another one about a guy who didn't do 
that, and fried in Hell (Luke 16:19-31). So be charitable. Don't be a dufus. If 
you believe you will never have to account for your actions in this life, 
you're mistaken. So consider your ways (Hag 1:6+7). The opportunity to 
correct them is Absolutely Free. 

_____________________________________________ 
Luke 16:9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of 

unrighteousness [money]; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations. 

Haggai 1:6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not 
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is 
none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag 

with holes. 
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 News flash: (your name here) has been taken hostage! Armed men 
in ski-masks jump into your car and throw a hood over your head. You are 
kept blindfolded, on a long airplane ride, and thrown into a dungeon, never 
seeing your captors. 
 Weeks go by. Does anybody know that you've been kidnapped? Is 
anybody doing anything about it? How long will you be held prisoner? 
Suddenly, an armed man stands at the door, and calls out your name. You 
answer, "Yes?" He says, "Come with me: I'm a US. Navy SEAL, and we've 
come to rescue you, let's go." 
 As your rescuer joins you aboard a helicopter, you're escorted by 
helicopter gunships, to an aircraft carrier. You turn to your rescuer and say, 
"All this for me?" He laughs and says, "You ain't seen the half of it."  
 You later discover that an entire fleet was dispatched on your rescue 
mission. Battle lines had been drawn, the military deployed, and a full-scale 
war launched as a result of your abduction. This was going on, but you 
weren't aware of it, because you were kept in darkness. Wouldn't you feel 
humbled by all this effort on your behalf? 
 Well it's a true story. According to the Bible, you have been taken 
captive by the adversary, through sin (Rom 7:23), and kept in the dark (Eph 
4:17+18). It's only through the knowledge of what Jesus did at the cross, that 
salvation from our captors is possible (John 14:6, Rom 10:17). With that 
knowledge, you can move from darkness into light. 
 Maybe you don't see it. You ain't seen the half of it: the angels of 
Heaven have been deployed expressly on your behalf (Heb 1:14), because 
the battle rages in the spirit realm (Eph 6:12). And every time your attention 
is drawn to the gospel, or church, or even a picture of Jesus, it's the very 
Creator of the universe Himself, God, standing at the door, calling out your 
name (Rev 3:20). 
 That knowledge should humble you more than any measly war on 
your behalf. So someone does know that you've been taken. They are doing 
something about it. But how long you will be held prisoner depends on you. 
As soon as you answer the Man who stands at the door and follow Him, 
you'll be Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________________ 
Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 

henceforth walk not as other gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 
Having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God 

through the ignorance that is in them, 
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 "Yes I would do anything for love, but I won't do that." Meatloaf-
1993. 
 Have you ever been in love with someone so desperately, that you 
told them, "I would do anything for you," like climb the highest mountain? 
What if they said, "OK: Sir Edmund Hillary planted a flag atop Mt. Everest. 
Get it for me?" 
 Huh? They weren't supposed to say that. But to stay true to your word, 
you go get it. It takes you 2 years. Then they sell it to Great Britain, as a 
national archive, take the money, marry someone else, and move to Rio de 
Janeiro. 
 So you fall in love with someone else, and say, "I would swim the 
deepest ocean for you." They respond with, "Great! Bring me the ship's bell 
from the Titanic." Wouldn't you re-think your commitment? You don't want 
to be a patsy. 
 This is where God stands. Jesus told us that if we would ask for 
anything in His name, we would get it (John 14:13+14). But sometimes we 
don't get, because we just want to spoil ourselves, not build a relationship 
with Him (James 4:3).  
 A relationship with us is what He wants (2 Cor 5:18+19). Jesus said 
that the most important thing we can do is love God with all our hearts. The 
second most important thing we can do is love others (Matt 22:37-39). 
 Now suppose that you ask Him for a zillion bucks. And He knows that 
once you get it, you'll spend it all on yourself, and never bother praying 
again. Wouldn't that defeat His own purpose? But suppose that He knew that 
you do love Him with all your heart, and you would spend it being charitable 
toward others, praying to Him constantly for guidance in that effort? That 
would glorify Him (John 15:7+8). 
 You would climb the highest mountain for someone you love, if you 
knew that they would be eternally grateful, and love you because of it, 
wouldn't you? Likewise, Jesus knows the outcome of everything. The 
promise of "Whatever you ask" is to those who follow and obey Him (1 
John 3:22+23), not to just anybody. 
 Not only did Jesus say that He would do anything for you, but He said 
the greatest love a person could have, would be to die for their friends (John 
15:13). Then He died for you. So there's nothing that He wouldn't do for 
you, Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________ 
John 15:7 If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 

will, and it shall be done unto you. 
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 Throwing out the baby with the bath water. Ed and Sarah were so 
happy the day they brought their baby home from the hospital. Then Sarah 
screamed, "This child of yours has gone potty all over himself." Ed checked 
it out. Sure enough. "What do you have to say for yourself Jr.?" But the baby 
only said, "Ibbit abba dibbiduh." 
 "Don't you back talk me young man," Said Ed, "Now, clean this mess 
up, and go to your room," Ed demanded. But the baby didn't comply. So Ed 
and Sarah decided to put it up for adoption, lest it humiliate them in front of 
their friends. Does this sound realistic? 
 One term for coming to saving faith in Jesus Christ is being "born 
again (John 3:3)." And one of the instructions to Christians, is to "be 
transformed (Rom 12:2), conforming to the image of Christ (Rom 8:29)." So 
some people think that as soon as you decide to follow Christ, you need to 
immediately adhere to a list of rigid regulations. 
 But in the Greek, that the New Testament was written in, that word 
"transformed" is  "metamorphose:" the same word from which we get 
"metamorphosis;" the process by which a caterpillar turns into a butterfly. 
Does this happen overnight?  
 Science has discovered that if you cut a cocoon open, so that the 
butterfly can escape without struggling, it won't have enough strength to fly. 
It needs the struggle to develop its strength. So realize that every time that a 
butterfly presses against the walls of it's cocoon (that it has spun itself), it is 
a failed attempt to escape. Wrestling free is a series of failures that build its 
strength. No failures, no strength. 
 When a child is born, its parents usually give it a couple of years 
before they require it to use silverware, flush the toilet, and speak properly. 
It could take that long for a person who has been born again to pick up on 
the habits of Christian life as well. You may experience strength-building 
failures along the way (1 John 1:8-10). 
 Does that mean it's OK to sin? Is it OK for an adult to potty all over 
themselves? The Bible talks about spiritual childhood and adulthood (Heb 
5:13+14). A Child is expected to act like a child, and an adult like an adult 
(1 Cor 13:11). Childhood is bondage (Gal 4:3). Seek Christ. He will help 
you grow up, and be Absolutely Free. 

_________________________________________ 
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. 
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 "It's not my responsibility." At break time, you, and some co-
workers walk into the wash room, and discover that the toilet has over-
flowed. There's a mop, a bucket and a plunger in the corner, and you have 
the time to clean up this stinky mess, because you're on break. But it's not 
your responsibility. 
 When people say, "It's not my responsibility," they mean "It's not my 
duty." But the word responsibility means "ability to respond." If you 
encounter a situation, and you have the ability to respond to it, you have 
responsibility, whether or not it's your duty. 
 When someone automatically assumes responsibility in a situation, 
even though it's not their duty; it demonstrates to their superiors that they are 
responsible individuals. That's a good way to gain acceptance in the eyes of 
management. 
 God gives each of us abilities. How we use those abilities determines 
whether we can be trusted with more, or if we should have some of our 
responsibility taken away (Matt 25:14-30). What we get is based on how we 
respond to our situation. 
 Likewise, getting to Heaven is based on how you respond. How to get 
there is clearly detailed in the scriptures (Acts 16:30+31). What you do with 
that knowledge will determine your eternal destination, regardless of sins 
you have committed (Rom 5:6-8).   
 Those who have never heard the gospel of salvation will not be held 
responsible for responding to it (Luke 12:47+48). But those who have heard 
it, and do not respond, will not be able to escape judgment (Heb 2:3); 
because there are commandments in the scriptures (John 13:34), and upon 
receiving them, they become your duty. 
 Those who assume responsibilities, though they've never heard the 
gospel, are more apt to gain acceptance in the eyes of Upper-management 
(Rom 2:14+15). 
 Put yourself in God's shoes: you leave Heaven, come down here, 
suffer and die, as punishment for sin, so that the door to heaven can be 
opened to anyone; then you stand at that door, inviting people in. Wouldn't 
you be sort of miffed at the people who were aware of it, but didn't respond? 
 Respond: Believe in Jesus, and enter through the narrow way, 
Absolutely Free. 

_________________________________________________ 
Hebrews 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at 
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 

that heard Him. 
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 Ahoy there matey. Suppose a friend of yours invites you sailing on 
their boat. They heave-ho out to sea, and the two of you have a grand 
conversation. Until your friend says, "Which way is it back to land?" 
 "You don't know?" you ask. 
 "Heck no. Do you?" 
 "No. Have you lost your bearing?" 
 "Bearing, what bearing? I didn't bring a compass or chart." 
 At this point would you be happy, or unhappy with your friend? 
Suppose they knew how to read a compass and a chart, and even owned 
them, but just decided not to bring them. Would you say, "Oh well, it's not 
your fault?" 
 Well this is where a lot of people stand with God. They heave-ho out 
into life without ever getting their bearings. Maybe that's the best jungle 
natives can do, but in our culture, everyone has heard something about the 
Bible, and Jesus.  
 What will your excuse be if for the best part of your years, you were 
fully aware that the tools to navigate your way to Heaven were at your 
disposal, and you blew it off? At this point, do you suppose God will be 
happy or unhappy? 
 Unhappy (Luke 16:27-31). As Jesus, He expressed frustration because 
people could recognize and forecast the weather, but they couldn't recognize 
the signs of the times (Matt 16:2+3). When He preached, some demanded 
proof. He called them wicked hypocrites, because the signs of the times 
were proof, and they refused to acknowledge them (Matt 16:4). Has 
anything changed? Who's fault would that be? 
 Would you give to a beggar, who was wearing fine clothes, outside a 
shop that had a "help-wanted" sign in the window? Neither would God (2 
Thess 3:10). We'll have to take  responsibility for the decisions that we made 
(Matt 16:27). There will be no excuses (Rom 1:20). Because no matter how 
lost you are, you can still find your bearings, by turning to Jesus, and 
seeking His guidance and direction (Rom 10:13). 
 Let Jesus be your chart and compass. When you're finished with this 
cruise, you'll pull safely into port in Heaven, Absolutely Free. 

____________________________________ 
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. 
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 7:30 PM Movie: "Betrayed!" starring the man everyone loves to 
hate... If a movie is well made, you will actually grow to hate the villain. As 
the story develops, you might entertain thoughts like, "Somebody ought to 
blow that guy's brains out." And there is a deep feeling of satisfaction when 
he finally does get his in the end. 
 But did he really make you mad? An imaginary person isn't able to 
make you angry: they don't exist. The person who actually made you angry, 
was the author of the story. They intentionally arranged the events of the 
story, to incite your anger. And they direct your attention to someone on the 
screen, to focus that anger on.  
 It feels good to get angry doesn't it? Entertainment is simply a process 
of stimulating emotions, by exposing the audience to images. When people 
cry during a sad scene, it means the actors have done their job. The audience 
is played like a fiddle. And if they're entertained, they'll watch it over and 
over. Such is life. 
 According to the Bible, this is how we are influenced by spirits as 
well. Evil spirits try to deceive you into sin with temptation; stimulating 
your senses and emotions to sway the will of your mind (2 Cor 11:3). The 
Holy Spirit appeals to your spirit, and stimulates your sense of reason, to 
resist temptation, retaining control of the will of your mind (Gal 5:22+23). 
The battlefield is your mind (2 Cor 10:4+5). 
 Have you ever been fuming mad at someone, and done something in 
response, only to find out later that you were mistaken? You were played 
like a fiddle. Now you sinned, and Hell wins this battle. Now think about 
how good it felt to be angry. If you were entertained, you'll fall into the same 
trap over and over.   
  Just like in a movie, there are writers behind the scenes arranging 
events. If you've seen this movie before, change channels (Acts 2:38). Break 
free (John 8:36). Resist the temptation to fall into the same trap of sin over 
and over (2 Pet 2:22), by turning to God (James 4:7). Unlike cable TV, this 
service is Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 

mighty in God to the pulling down of strongholds;) 5 Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of 

God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. 
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 Revenge of the nerds. Try to remember what it is like to be in jr. high 
school: the most important thing in the world is being accepted by your 
peers.  
 One day you get stuck sitting next to a nerd on the bus. You discover 
that he's really an OK person, and the two of you have a lot in common. Uh-
oh: you've given him the impression that you're his friend.  
 The next day, you're standing in the hall, looking cool with your 
friends, and here he comes; walking up to you as though the two of you were 
life long pals. Well you can do one of two things: 1. Yuk it up with him, like 
he's cool. 2. Act highly insulted that he could think you would associate with 
him, and humiliate him publicly. 
 OK, now it's 12 years later, and there's a position open at a booming 
company that everyone wants to work for; and you're qualified for the job. 
As you go in for the interview, who is interviewing the applicants? The nerd. 
So you think to yourself, "Oh man, I wonder if he remembers that day in the 
hall." If you do, he probably does too.  
 Jr. high kids are terrified of the stigma attached to hanging around 
with a nerd. If you befriend one, your cool friends are likely to reject you. 
For the same reason, many adults shun the idea of accepting Jesus, or going 
to church. The possibility is very real that if you do those things, you will 
lose your friends (John 17:14). 
 One day, we'll all be applying for positions in Heaven. None of us are 
qualified. But we can get in if we know the guy doing the interviewing (John 
1:12). Jesus said that people would show up boasting about their 
qualifications, and He's going to say, "Beat it! I never knew you (Matt 
7:23)." Knowing Him is eternal life (John 17:3). 
 Jesus calls those who follow Him His friends (John 15:14+15). 
Acknowledge Him before men, and He will acknowledge you Before God. 
Reject Him, and He will reject you (Matt 10:32+33). And if you suffer 
rejection from men because you have befriended Christ, He will reward you 
generously (Matt 5:11+12). 
 When applying for a position, it helps to have a friend in high places. 
Accept Christ's invitation to be His friend, and land a spot in Heaven, 
Absolutely Free. 
________________________________________ 
Matthew 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. 12 Rejoice 

and be exceedingly glad: for great is your reward in heaven; for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
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 Elvis Lives! One day at a coffee shop, you read an article in the paper, 
suggesting that Elvis Presley is still alive. So you comment, "Why don't they 
let him rest in peace?" But someone else at the table answers, "He is alive. I 
can prove it." 
 So you accept their invitation to meet Elvis, and they lead you to their 
home. Inside you find a shrine dedicated to "the King," with his picture 
framed, surrounded by newspaper and magazine clippings. They go on to 
tell you that they come to this altar daily, and talk with Elvis. Does this 
prove that Elvis is still alive? 
 Christians talk about developing a relationship with God. And 
members of other religions challenge that with, "I pray to Allah 5 times a 
day. How is that not a relationship with God?" You can pray to a picture of 
Mickey Mouse if you want to, but that doesn't mean that you have a 
relationship with anyone. 
 Suppose Elvis is alive. You approach him and say, "Hi, I know your 
friend, Ed Putterhandle." And Elvis says, "I don't know anyone named Ed 
Putterhandle." But you know that Ed worships a picture of Elvis, and even 
dresses like him. 
 Imitating someone doesn't mean that you know them. Talking at their 
image doesn't mean that you know them, or that they know you. That goes 
for Christianity as well. There are people who have been going to church for 
years, and don't have a relationship with Jesus (Matt 7:23). They don't even 
know what that means. 
 A relationship is 2-way communication. God is Spirit (John 4:24). He 
is holy, we are sinful, and so there is a separation between us. Jesus accepted 
the punishment for our sins, so that we wouldn't have to be separated from 
God (2 Cor 5:21). So He is the door that opens the way to God (John 10:9). 
He is the way (John 14:6). When you believe that, and decide to follow Him, 
He sends you His Spirit (John 14:15-17).  
 That's why preaching the gospel is called the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18+19). It's telling people that because of Jesus, they 
can have a personal relationship with God, by His Spirit Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
John 14:15 If ye love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the 
Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with 
you for ever: 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 

because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him... 
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 I want you for the US Army. Imagine that it's 1944, you're sitting 
alone in a field near the edge of a cliff. Suddenly, out of the woods come 15 
Nazi storm troopers carrying sub-machine guns. They're on a mission to get 
you.  
 Now you're not completely defenseless: after all you are a soldier in 
the army, who has been trained for combat. That increases your odds of 
survival. And you have a Colt .45 pistol, so you're armed. Do you feel safer 
now? 
 How about this: you and your Colt are sitting inside a bullet-proof M-
4A1 "Sherman" Tank, with 3 mounted machine guns, a cannon in the turret, 
enough ammo to last 3 years, and a radio to call for assistance? Better? 
 Well, in spiritual terms, this is the situation. The storm troopers are 
from Hell, and they're worse than Nazi's. And whether you are alone, or 
trained, carrying a sidearm, or protected on all sides and armed to the teeth, 
is up to you. 
  The Bible depicts a conflict going on in the spirit realm, over the 
dominion of your spirit, between the forces of good and evil (Eph 6:12). 
Each side has an army: angels or demons, and a commander; God or the 
devil. The evil army will attack you whether or not you ask it to. But the 
good army will not intrude on your privacy.  
 However you are free to enlist in it. Just as an army provides, protects, 
and arms those who are in it's ranks; so the promises of providence, 
protection, and armament to fight against evil in the Bible, are only to those 
who are in Christ (John 15:7). Yet His army is not exclusive: He calls to 
everyone (Matt  11:28-30). 
 The devil sends his minions out on a mission to get you, whether 
you're in God's army or not (1 Pet 5:8). If you're not, but know that you can 
be, it's like standing outside a tank, watching the storm troopers get closer 
and closer. 
 You could go to church and get trained (Eph 4:11+12), read the Bible 
and be armed (Eph 6:17), or enlist, submitting to the authority of God, 
accepting Christ as your savior, and climb on in the tank (John 1:12). Or 
surrender to the Gestapo. But God's army won't draft you. So the decision is 
yours to make, Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________ 
John 15:7 If ye abide in Me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 

you will, and it shall be done unto you. 
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 Idiot: A severely stupid person, who possesses no value. In 
chemistry, there are 92 different elements. What makes them different is the 
number of protons in the nucleus of their atoms. Gold, one of the world's 
most precious metals has 79 protons in it's nucleus. Lead, one of the world’s 
cheapest metals has 82.  
 Suppose that by some bizarre fluke of circumstance, you discover 
how to change lead into gold. So you build a machine in your yard to 
process your lead/gold in. You are very proud of it. This is the greatest 
accomplishment of your life. But as you are building your machine, people 
who pass by begin to laugh at it.  
 One day, as you are in your garage getting some parts, you hear 
neighbors outside complaining about it, calling it a worthless piece of junk, 
and an eyesore. You know these people. They have no concept of what 
they're talking about. 
 A year later, these same people approach you: the richest person on 
the face of the earth, thinking that they're special because they know you. 
They want a favor. Oh, you are well able to grant their wishes, but you also 
remember their sneers. As a matter of principle, should they reap the 
benefits from the creation they despised? 
 The Bible says that if you call someone else a fool, you are in danger 
of hell-fire (Matt 5:22). Why? While it's OK to notice that someone has done 
something foolish, they are answerable to their Master (Rom 14:4). Unless 
that's you (and it's not), you have no business judging them, attaching a label 
to them. 
 You also attach the same label to yourself (Rom 2:5), because the 
Bible says that you do the same things (Rom 2:1). When you pass judgment, 
you demonstrate that you despise the patience and mercy of God (Rom 2:4). 
If you despise it for them, it wouldn't be right for you to have any, would it? 
 What's worse; when you judge a creation, you are judging its Creator. 
Insult it, and you've insulted Him (James 4:10-12). That's why it's so 
important to overlook other peoples' shortcomings (Matt 7:1+2). Jesus is 
well able to turn lead into gold, to grant your wishes, and to overlook your 
sins, Absolutely Free.  

________________________________________ 
Romans 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? To his own 
master he standeth or falleth. Ye, he shall he holden up: for God is able to 

make him stand. 
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 Geronimo! Suppose one day you're on a flight to an exotic location to 
spend your vacation. As you strike up a conversation with the guy next to 
you, he tells you that he's a sky-diver. You comment that he must be very 
brave to practice such a risky sport. But he explains how safe the sport is. 
 He explains that hundreds of people across the country parachute 
regularly without incident, and lists the safety characteristics of the 
equipment. Then he says, "Once you become familiar with the gear, it's 
simply a matter of putting your trust in it. There's really no bravery involved. 
You simply must give it a try." 
 Then he says that he has equipment with him, and that he is 
vacationing at the same spot you are. He suggests that the two of you take a 
recreational jump together. Now you're on the spot. But before you can 
answer, the pilot bursts through the door to the cockpit, and shouts, "The 
plane's going down, you're all going to die!" Then he kicks out the 
emergency door, leaps out the opening, and parachutes to safety. 
 As your new-found buddy straps on his parachute, are you going to 
take him up on his offer or not? Every one on that plane is going to wind-up 
on the ground. Whether you land like a dove, or crash and burn, is up to you.   
 Seems like a pretty easy decision doesn't it? It's yours to make. The 
Bible tells us that we're all going to die (Heb 9:27), except for Christians 
who are present when the Lord returns (1 Cor 15:51+52). When this life 
comes to a screeching halt, your spirit is either going to land like a dove, or 
crash and burn (John 5:29).  
 There's no reason to wonder which it will be. Everything you need to 
know about spiritual parachuting is in the Bible. Once you become familiar 
with the gear, it's simply a matter of putting your trust in it (Rom 10:17, Eph 
2:8). Although some skydivers do jump to their death, everyone who puts 
their trust in Christ will land safely (Rom 10:13). After a plane crashes, it's a 
little late to decide to jump. 
 Likewise, once you die, it is too late to decide that you want to trust in 
Jesus (Luke 16:25+26). It costs a lot of money to jump from the sky. But 
spiritual skydiving is jumping into the heavens, not from; and it's Absolutely 
Free.  

_________________________________________ 
Hebrews 9:27 And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 

judgment. 
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. 
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 You are here X. Mall-walking, power walking through shopping 
malls to increase one's health, is a term unique to this generation. But if you 
visit a mall, you can identify several types of mall walking. 
 Some know exactly where they are going, and what they are looking 
for. Some are just browsing around, teasing themselves with all the 
temptations. Some wander aimlessly, without a clue of what they want, or 
where to get it. They drift across the flow of traffic, causing everyone else to 
detour around them. 
 Have you ever gotten lost in a huge mall? "Man, I think that I parked 
outside of Sears. Which way is Sears?" It's a very disquieting sensation isn't 
it? Most malls have those convenient directories posted that show you a 
layout of the mall, and where you are in it. As long as you can read one of 
those, you'll be OK. 
 But what if you were a child, separated from your parents, and 
unfamiliar with the mall that you're lost in? Terrifying, huh? Imagine being a 
parent, and realizing that your fragile child is somewhere out there terrified. 
 That's the way God feels (Matt 18:14). Jesus calls those who do not 
know the way of salvation, "the lost (Luke 19:10)." Jesus has compassion on 
the multitudes of unsaved people because they are like sheep without a 
shepherd (Matt 9:36).  
 Once they hear the Gospel, and come to faith in Jesus, they are found, 
and the angels of Heaven celebrate whenever that happens (Luke 15:9+10). 
God himself rejoices because until they were found, they were as good as 
dead, and He loves them and is concerned about them (Luke 15:20-24). 
 Some people in this life know exactly where they are going. Some 
browse around entertaining temptation. Some are clueless. But God owns 
this mall. His employees, Christians, are supposed to look for the lost (Matt 
9:37-10:1), and tell them the Good News that they can get on good terms 
with God because of Christ (Mark 16:15), returning them to their Heavenly 
Father. It's a service of the mall, and it's Absolutely Free. 

_____________________________________________ 
Luke 15:9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 

neighbours together saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece 
which I had lost. 10 likewise, I say unto you there is joy in the presence of 

the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 
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 Last chance for gas. Suppose that you own a remote gas station out 
in the boondocks. A car pulls in, and the driver asks for directions to 
Bucketville. There are 4 ways to get there: 1. Across the tracks; 2. Through 
the woods; 3. Just up the road; or 4. Over the treacherous mountain pass and 
through Snake Valley on foot. 
 If you send them on route #4, They'll need a guide, and you're the 
only one available. And you know that when you get to Snake Valley, you'll 
have to throw yourself across a pit of deadly rattlers, so the tourists can walk 
over your body as a human bridge. Of course you'll die an agonizing, violent 
death, but they'll make it to Bucketville. 
 Of your 4 options, would you choose to send them that way? That 
would be stupid would it not? Yet many believe that's what Jesus did: they 
claim to believe that He is who He says He is: God (John 1:1+14); and did 
what He says He did: die an agonizing, violent death, to make a human 
bridge for us to reach Heaven (2 Cor 5:21). 
 But many of the same people who say that they believe this stuff, will 
say that they don't believe that you need to be a Christian to go to Heaven.  
 If that's true, then Christianity makes no sense at all. It means Jesus 
didn't have to suffer for us to go to Heaven. We could have just gone across 
the tracks, through the woods, or up the road. If that's true, doesn't that make 
Him look pretty stupid for choosing route # 4? You don't think Jesus is a 
buffoon do you? 
 If it weren't necessary, why do you suppose that on the night of His 
arrest, He sweat drops of blood (Luke 22:44), praying, "O My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt" (Matt 26:39)? 
 It was necessary (Luke 24:26); the just dying for the unjust, that the 
unjust might be justified (1 Pet 3:18). Buddha didn't die for you. Neither did 
Mohammed or Ghandi or anyone but Jesus (Rom 5:6-8). Under any religion 
besides Christianity, or without faith in anything, you take the guilt of your 
sins to the grave with you. 
 But when you submit to Jesus Christ, accepting Him as your Lord and 
Savior, God forgives your sins, and accepts you as innocent, Absolutely 
Free. 
_____________________________________________________________

__________ 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
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 Tourist trap. Suppose that you could take a tour of Europe, and 
afford any of the local delicacies. You visit a café that's famous for its wines. 
Finding someone to interpret the language, you order the most exotic wine 
on the menu. 
 After paying an outlandish bill, you board the bus. Noticing two of the 
other passengers chuckling, you ask them to let you in on what's so funny. 
Then you discover that most of the locals at the café could speak English. 
 The wine that you paid out the nose for, was the same table-wine that 
all of the locals enjoyed with their meals for free. But because so many 
American tourists are arrogant, the locals resent them. They feel justified in 
cheating you and making a mockery of you, simply because you're 
privileged, and they're not.  
 But suppose that you had studied up on their culture, and knew the 
difference between a fine-wine and a table-wine; even learned their 
language. Would they have been able to snow you? When they saw that you 
knew what was what, they wouldn't try to pull those stunts. In fact, rather 
than mock your ignorance, they would respect you for trying to adapt to 
their world, because that showed respect for them. 
 According to the Bible, we are spiritual tourists on this earth (Eccl 
1:4, Heb 11:13+14), and there are lots of tourist traps (1 Pet 5:8). As we go 
through this life, we search for the delicacies of the spirit, and can afford any 
we wish (Jn 14:13, 15:16, 16:23).  

Demons offer counterfeits (1Tim 4:1-5). They don't like us because 
we're privaledged, and they're not: salvation is available to us, not them (1 
Pet 1:12), so they try to cheat us out of it (Jn 10:10). 
 But suppose that you had studied up on the spirit realm, and knew the 
difference between legit and bogus doctrine: You could speak the language. 
Would they be able to snow you? That's why it's so important to become 
familiar with the Bible (Matt 4:4). 
 Spirits, which are greater in power and might (2Pet 2:11), will 
demonstrate respect, and even demons will obey people who know Christ 
(Lu 10:17 Ac 19:15) and know how to navigate spiritual realms. Those who 
don’t are called “lost.” Don’t be lost. Seek God through his word – the 
Bible, and be found. Then go on spiritual tour, Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
 

Jn.16:23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
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 The war is over! After the close of World War II, lone Japanese 
soldiers were found still manning solitary outposts, on remote islands in the 
pacific.  
 One, found in the mid-70's, refused to accept that the war was over, 
unless told so by his commander. They located his commander (an executive 
for an automotive company), and flew him out to officially relieve the 
soldier from his duty. 
 He was armed, dangerous, and considered a threat until he accepted 
that the war was over, and the people who discovered him weren't his 
enemies.  
 The language in the Bible implies that at one time we all knew God 
(Jer 1:5). But as we became more and more a part of this world, our concept 
of God became blurred (Rom 1:20+21). Many of us, being deceived by 
faulty reasoning, have even convinced ourselves to turn against God (Rom 
1:28-32). 
 Jesus said that anyone who is not for Him is against Him (Matt 
12:30). If you're not a Christian, that's you: Against God; a threat to those 
around you. But the instant you accept that He's real, that He isn't your 
enemy, and accept Him, you are no longer a threat: you join His family 
(John 1:12). 
 You may have heard this same message from several people, and still 
refuse to believe it: "I can't believe that anyone else is holier than me, simply 
because they made a prayer." But it's not a question of who's holier. Soldiers 
of opposing armies try to kill one another until one surrenders. Then the 
soldier who was just against him, is found feeding him, and providing him a 
place to sleep. 
 Or maybe you're like that Japanese soldier: you won't accept that you 
need to submit, until you hear it from your old Commander Himself, God. 
That's entirely possible. If you earnestly desire to know if He's real, and that 
the Gospel is true, tell Him so. He'll make Himself real to you. God draws 
near to those who draw near to Him (James 4:8). Seek Him, and you will 
find Him (2 Chron 15:2). 
 You can hold out, waiting for Him to surrender to you, but that's not 
going to happen. When you surrender to Him, you become Absolutely Free. 

_____________________________________________ 
2 Chronicles 15:2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye 

me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The Lord is with you, while ye be with 
Him; and if ye seek Him, He will be found of you; but if ye forsake Him, He 

will forsake you. 
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 This week's exhibit: the Crown Jewels of Abbademia. One day 
you're looking over a display of royal treasure, and you mutter, "I wonder 
what a crown like that must be worth." Then the man next you says, "How 
much y'got?" 
 "Excuse me," you reply, "Who are you?" 
 "I'm the curator of this exhibit, and that crown's for sale." 
 "Oh, I couldn't afford anything like that." 
 "How do you know? Have you got any old food scraps that you'd be 
willing to part with, dirty kitty litter, empty bread bags, or pop cans?" 
 "Well yes, at home in my trash I suppose." 
 "Then bring them to me, and consider the crown yours." 
 Well, that sounds screwy. But out of curiosity, you grab an empty can 
from a nearby dumpster, come back, and say, "Hey bud, what'll y'give me 
for this?" After examining it, he unlocks the display case, and brings out a 
diamond tiara. He hands it over to the armed guard, who brings it to you. 
Next question?  
 A lot of people look at the jewels of Christianity; forgiveness, eternal 
life, etc.; and feel that they can't afford them; that they're insignificant to 
God. But they're wrong. When God showed up as Jesus, He didn't appear to 
Pharaoh, or Caesar, or any magistrate. He came to Mary and Joe. Average 
people of low estate. 
 Salvation is a gift (Eph 2:8). You don't have to give up anything to 
deserve it (Rom 5:8). But the more trash in your life that you give-up for 
Christ, the richer you will be in Him. You don't have to (1 Cor 3:15), but 
you can.  
 Paul said that his past accomplishments (which were many) amounted 
to dung, compared to knowing Christ (Phil 3:7+8). You see the more time 
you spend with Him, the more the things in your life that stink to Him, will 
begin to stink to you (Rom 8:29). Then you'll want to clean house. Want-to, 
not have-to. 
 Although salvation is worth sacrificing all your riches to obtain (Matt 
13:45+46), the deal is that Jesus takes your trash: the guilt of your sins; and 
in exchange gives His riches: His righteousness to you (2 Cor 5:21), 
Absolutely Free. 

___________________________________________ 
Philippians 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord... and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ. 
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 "Thanks Mom nothing! You owe me $4.62 for that pork chop." 
Suppose that you're a kid, and your mom is a real good cook. So you suggest 
that she turn the front dining room into a café. It becomes popular, and soon 
the whole downstairs is a restaurant. Whenever you get hungry, you just go 
downstairs.  
 Then she insists that you start paying. Now something's wrong isn't it? 
It's fine to charge the customers, but you're family. The rules should be 
different for you, shouldn't they? Isn't a mother expected to feed her kids? 
 If you can see how one set of rules applies to outsiders, but not to 
family, you can understand the whole biblical concept of salvation.  
 Everyone gets hungry. But not everyone is family. You've got your 
parents' blood in you (Heb 7:9+10). That's what makes you family. The rules 
are different for you. It's a birthright: yours at birth. They are expected to 
take care of you. 
 Likewise not everyone is in God's family. When you join God, by 
accepting Jesus as savior, and submitting to Him as Lord, God sends His 
Holy Spirit to dwell within you (Acts 2:38). That's called being "born again" 
(John 3:3).  
 Just as when you were born into your earthly family, you had your 
parent's flesh in you; when you're born again, you get God's Spirit in you: 
You join God's family. Now the rules change (John 3:6). It's your re-
birthright. 
 Come Judgment Day, those who have not been born again, will be 
treated as customers: they'll be expected to pay according to what they've 
done (Rev 20:12+13). Yet those whose names are in the family register, will 
gain automatic acceptance into Heaven (Rev 21:27). Their stuff's already 
paid for (Gal 1:4). 
 At Christmas time, do you buy presents for each kid in the world, or 
just those in your family? If that's fair for you, isn't it fair for God as well? 
It's more than fair, because He invites anyone who will, to join His family, 
Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 



 The Routing: Volume 3 

 38 

 Pardon me, but would you have any Grey Poupon? In 1993, 
massive starvation ravaged war-torn Somalia. This triggered global relief 
efforts. Many of the victims had been without food for so long, that their 
systems couldn't handle solid food. They had to be weaned back onto food 
gradually. 
 First they were given diluted milk, to restart their digestive tracts. 
Later they graduated to soupy, unseasoned rice-mush. Yum. For some, it 
was the best food they'd ever had. Suppose that you were part of that relief 
effort. After becoming friends with one of them, you offer to bring them 
home with you.  
 So they ask, "Do you eat this wonderful rice-slop over there?" You 
answer, "No." Then they say, "Why then would I want to go with you?"  
 They don't quite get it do they? The sumptuous chow that is available 
in western civilization so surpasses that of 3rd world nations, they can't 
imagine it. But if they got used to it, they wouldn't want to return to their 
slop. 
 That's how it is in Heaven. Some people say, "If there ain't no beer in 
Heaven, I don't want to go," or, "If they don't have sex in Heaven, why 
bother?" As though in Hell there will be cold beer, and easy babes. Guess 
again (Rev 20:10). 
 If there's no sex in Heaven, whatever is there, will be so exquisite, that 
sex won't hold a candle to it. Hard to imagine? The Bible says that whatever 
joy awaits us is so over-whelming, that we can't imagine it (Eph 3:19+20). 
That means that if you can imagine the joy of sex, whatever is in Heaven is 
going to be better. 
 And are you sure that there won't be beer in Heaven? There'll be wine 
(Mark 14:25). There'll be responsibilities (1 Cor 6:2+3) and rewards (Matt 
5:12), and no remorse (Rev 21:4). So to refuse to go there because you want 
to cling to the things of this world, would be like refusing to go to a banquet, 
so as to eat bitter slop.  
 That's what many will do (Matt 22:5). So the Bible says, "Many are 
called, but few are chosen." Called = invited. Whatever it is that is so 
fabulous that we can't imagine it, we are invited to enjoy, Absolutely Free. 
______________________________________________ 
Ephesians 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now unto Him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us... 
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 Keep your elbows off the table. Do you say, "Excuse me," after you 
burp? Do you say, "Please" and "Thank you?" Why? Are you afraid you are 
going to rot in Hell If you're not polite? Are you a ninny?  
 If you respect someone, and they hate it when people bite their 
fingernails; and this is something that you do; wouldn't you make a 
conscious effort not to do it while you were around them? Why? Why don't 
you intentionally chew your nails around them, just to show that you refuse 
to be manipulated by anyone else?  
 Or could it be that you're not actually motivated by fear? Could it be 
that you're simply civilized; that you're willing to be considerate toward 
others, and appreciate it when others are considerate toward you? 
 So why is it that when someone comes to faith in Jesus, and decides to 
make a conscious effort to be considerate toward Him, others often assume 
that this person is afraid to cuss, in superstitious fear of hell-fire and 
damnation? 
 Some converts to Christianity make a deliberate effort to use sailor-
language around their old running-buddies, to demonstrate that church hasn't 
turned them into a panty-waist. But they don't use that same language in 
church.  
 Uh-oh. Two faces make a hypocrite. Furthermore, God is always 
around (Ps 139:7-10), so our behavior should be consistent, regardless of the 
crowd that we find ourselves in (James 2:1-9). Anyway, which is more 
important: impressing your buddies, or impressing God? 200 years from 
now, which will you wish you had done? 
 Jesus cried-out in frustration because people who knew that He was 
right, chose to be cool to their buddies, rather than to God (John 12:42-44). 
Some things in the bible are difficult to understand, but God makes very 
clear the things that make Him happy (Heb 11:6), and the things that make 
Him unhappy (Prov 6:16-19).  
 One of the things that scripture suggests we cut out, is filthy language 
(Col 3:8). And if people make fun of you, because you choose to be 
considerate toward God, you shall receive a reward for that later (Matt 
5:11+12). Would your buddies die for you? Jesus gives you the liberty to 
choose who your friends are, Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________ 
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him; for he that 
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek Him. 
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 It's alive... It's alive! Suppose that you were like Geppetto: the old 
man in the story about Pinochio. You had made a puppet, because you were 
lonely, and one day, you discovered that batteries would bring it to life. 
 So you decide to create a whole community of puppets, put batteries 
in them, and they would all live happily ever after. After decades of hand 
crafting each one just the way you want them to be, you put the batteries in. 
 Immediately, one of them begins beating on another, to take his stuff. 
Most of them start whining because they're hungry. So you feed them. 
They're not impressed. Some get outside, and the neighbor's dog decides that 
they're quite tasty. You can hear them screaming. You try to stop them, but 
they sneer at you. 
 Oops. God had this problem. So He wiped 'em out (Gen 7:23). But 
there was one who turned-out right: Noah, so He spared him, and started all 
over again. But the same thing happened again, and again, and again (Judg 
2:11-19). Some of His creations worked correctly, but most went off and did 
their own thing. 
 What would you do? If you scrap the whole idea, you're right back 
where you started: lonely. And would it be fair to destroy the ones who 
turned out right?  
 Well, here's what God did: He realized that they couldn't relate to 
Him, because He wasn't like them. So He made some special ones, whom 
He had trained in His ways, by His Spirit (Deut 18:15-19). They were called 
prophets.  
 But they knew that the prophets weren't really God, only His 
messengers (Luke 20:9-19). So God created a Son who would look, act, talk, 
and think like Him, because He filled Him with His own Spirit, and actually 
was Him (John 10:30). 
 So they killed Him. But, not a mere creation, He got back up again, 
and made new rules: Everybody's batteries are going to run out. Then, He's 
going to put new batteries in them. Everyone (John 5:28-29). The ones who 
befriended His son, would live with Him in Heaven, and those who rejected 
Him, would be punished.  
 Is that fair? Or would it be better it we were all puppets: He could 
make us do His will by pulling our strings. No rewards, no punishments. Is 
that fair? You get to choose (Josh 24:15) which you want to receive, 
Absolutely Free. 

_________________________________________________ 
John 10:30 "I and My Father are one." 
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 This little piggy went to market. Imagine being a farmer, with 2 
kids: a toddler, and a teen. You spend the day in town, and when you return 
home, the toddler is playing in the yard, and the teen is slopping the hogs. 
 As you get out of the car, the toddler squeals with delight to see you 
home. Then they come toddling across the yard to you with their arms open 
wide. You bend over, sweep them off the ground, and give them a big hug. 
 The teen sees you too. So they clomp over in rubber boots, layered in 
hog manure, a sweat-stained shirt, and slop-splattered overalls. Aren't you 
going to whirl them around, with a big hug? Why not? Don't you love them 
as much? 
 Then, after taking your herd to market and selling them, you buy the 
teen a pick-up truck that they can drive to school, and farm in. But wait a 
minute: aren't you going to buy one for the toddler too? Or, are you playing 
favorites? 
 Some people assume that if you're a Christian, you have to dress and 
act a certain way, and perform duties, or you're not a real Christian. God 
does want us to work His farm (Matt 9:36-38). But He doesn't want His 
toddlers trampled, or His teens sucking their thumbs (Heb 5:6:1). So He 
gives each gifts, and has a distinct purpose for us (1 Cor 12:4-7). God deals 
with us individually, in due season (Eccl 3:1-8). 
 Jesus called becoming a Christian, being "born again (John 3:3)." 
How many people do you know who were born fully grown, ready to work? 
No matter how old, intelligent, or mature you are, when you turn to God, 
and accept His forgiveness through Jesus Christ; you're starting all over 
again (2 Cor 5:17). A clean slate. 
 Some think that they have to straighten up before turning to God. But 
you'll never arrive at where you no longer sin. Even the best of Christians 
slip. 
 When you were little, did your parents kick you out of the house when 
you disobeyed? Or did they continue to care for you? By the same token, 
they punished you, yet you still love them. So is our relationship with God 
(Heb 12:9). It doesn't mean flawless living. It means growing up in Christ. 
Did you have to pay rent as a child? Likewise, being a child of God means 
living with Him in Heaven, Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________________ 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 

old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
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 Job Security. The whole idea behind the public education system is 
to provide kids with the tools required to get and hold a job.  100 years 
ago, schools taught that God created the universe (Gen 1:1). Everyone knew 
that one day you would be held accountable to that same God, for your 
actions (Rev 20:12). 
 100  years later, we've been taught that we mutated arbitrarily from 
lower forms of life; which themselves were accidents. So people who desire 
to kill or rape, believe that they simply have strong animal instincts. It's not 
their fault. Simultaneously, we learned Freudian psychology: "You are a 
product of your environment." If you have hang-ups, it's not your fault: you 
came from a dysfunctional home. 
 So nothing is anybody's fault anymore. Isn't that convenient? Now we 
have an unproductive work force that thinks the world owes them 
something. The world gave stuff to our forefathers. It's our turn. What do 
you expect? After all, we can't be held accountable for what we do, and we 
all deserve "equal opportunity." 
 But if a man builds an empire, he says, "Look what I have done with 
my own two hands." Which is it? Did he actually accomplish anything, or is 
his empire simply a product of a dysfunctional home? It can't be both.  
 While psychos teach that hardship is your excuse, the Bible teaches 
that hardship builds character, enabling you to accomplish great things (Heb 
12:11). That's why people who have nothing, rise from poverty to greatness, 
but their children, having everything, accomplish little. No character 
building hardship. 
 If you go to a gym, and say to the trainer, "I wish I could lift heavy 
weights," he doesn't say, "Presto! You can lift 500 lb." He makes you lift 
more and more, over and over. It will hurt. And when you're done, you get 
your wish. 
 So don't be surprised if you say to God, "I wish I had more patience," 
and you meet frustration. It hurts. You're getting your wish (James 1:3). The 
Bible even says that we should rejoice, knowing that this is happening 
(James 1:2). That's why the greatest men in the Bible met the greatest 
adversity (Job, 2 Cor 11:23-33).  
 Which is more realistic: the world's philosophy, or how God says that 
it works? Learn from God, and secure a position in Heaven, Absolutely Free. 

____________________________________________ 
James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations. 
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 Winston tastes good, like a cigarette should. A church has to decide 
who is going to fill a new position as deacon. There are 2 choices.  
 The first is an influential banker with a nice suit and nice car. He has a 
grasp of the Bible, but occasionally roughs-up his wife. The other is a 
mechanic, who doesn't own a suit, but has a much deeper understanding of 
the Bible. But every Sunday, he is seen stomping his cigarette out, as he 
reaches for the church door. 
 Which of these 2 men do you suppose is most likely to get the 
position? Which would you choose? Did you get 2 different answers? Which 
do you suppose Jesus would choose? Well, according to the Bible, is it OK 
to beat your wife? No (1 Pet 3:7). But is it OK to smoke? What do you 
think? What does the Bible say? 
 Well plenty of Christians will be quick to tell you that you shouldn't 
defile your body, because it's the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16+17); 
meaning that you shouldn't smoke. But does smoking defile your body?  
 No. Jesus said that nothing that enters a man from outside can defile 
him, but only things that proceed from him defile him; then He listed evils 
that proceed from a man's heart (Mark 7:15-23). Paul tells us that nothing is 
unclean of itself (Rom 14:14). Both Jesus and Paul use the word "nothing." 
Furthermore, the Bible clearly says that the only sin you can commit against 
your body is sexual immorality (1 Cor 6:18).  
 So smoking doesn't defile the temple of the Holy Spirit. Unless of 
course, Jesus meant to say, "Nothing except tobacco, sodium, sugar, fat, 
cholesterol, artificial color and preservatives..." How long do you want the 
list to go?  
 Suppose it were the year 1734, and you wanted to preach the gospel to 
the Indians. But the only way that they would listen to you, was if you 
smoked from a peace pipe with them. Would it be a sin then? What's the 
difference? 
 So if you chose the mechanic, you probably made the same choice 
Jesus would have made (Jas 2:1-9). Maybe you and He have more in 
common than you thought. But even though it's not a sin to smoke, any kind 
of addiction is slavery. Jesus doesn't want you to be a slave (Luke 4:18). He 
wants to set you Absolutely Free. 
_______________________________________ 

1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without 
the body; but he that commiteth fornication sinneth against his own body. 
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 "Preacher-man talkin' on TV, puttin' down the rock & roll; wants 
me to send a donation, 'cause he's worried about my soul. A drunkard wants 
another drink of wine, and a politician wants a vote. I don't want much of 
nothin' at all, but I will take another toke..." Charlie Daniels; Longhaired 
Country Boy. 
 Everybody wants something. And people will do what they want to 
do. Or at least they will find a way to get what they want. Why do you work 
where you work? Is it because you want to work there, or because you want 
the money? Here's a good test: If they didn't offer you money, would you 
still work there anyway? 
 So it's a matter of what you're willing to do to get what you want. The 
people who run the business where you work, want you to work. They have 
to determine how much money they are willing to pay, to get what they want 
from you.  
 God wants things too. He wants all men to be saved, and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:3+4). He doesn't want anyone to be lost 
(Matt 18:14). So all He has to do is determine what He's willing to do to get 
what He wants. Or He's got to determine what He's willing to pay to get 
others to do what He wants. 
 He did. As Jesus, He left the splendor of Heaven (John 17:5), endured 
every hardship that man has encountered (Heb 4:15), and torture and death 
as the punishment for everyone else's sins (1 John 2:2). He paid it all. Then 
He rose again from the dead to collect what He wanted: our love, respect, 
gratitude, and loyalty. 
 Money can't buy those things. Doesn't your employer pay its 
employees with money? How many of them love, and respect, or are 
grateful or loyal to the company? So what else can God do to get what He 
wants from you? Money won't do it. 
 People don't have those feelings for someone that they don't believe 
in. So what God wants most of all, is for you to believe in Him (Heb 11:6). 
Then those feelings will come naturally. You come to believe by hearing the 
Gospel (Rom 10:17).  
 Whatever happened to the Long-Haired-Country-Boy? He became a 
Christian. Being able to afford almost anything he could want, he found that 
what he needed was what Jesus wanted, and offered, Absolutely Free. 

__________________________________________ 
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith, it is impossible to please Him; for he that 
cometh to God, must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek Him. 
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 What floor please? What if you read in the paper about a job opening 
that you were qualified for, that paid 10 times what you make now? 
 Imagine reporting to the address in the ad, at the top of a huge 
skyscraper and being asked, "How did you get up here?" "I took the 
elevator," you reply.  
 "It cost this company $4,000,000 to install that elevator. Do you have 
$4,000,000?" 
 "No." 
 "Then you're not allowed to use it. You'll have to go back down." 
 So you head for the stairs. But they say, "Excuse me, but it cost this 
company $800,000 to build those stairs. Do you have $800,000?" 
 "No." 
 "Then you're not allowed to use them." 
 "So how am I supposed to get down?" 
 "2 of our employees will escort you to exit by the window." 
 You're sort of at their mercy, aren't you? After all, you didn't deserve a 
free ride up to the top. And you didn't earn the privilege of using their stairs. 
What if they gave you the option of joining the company? Then you could 
use company stuff.  
 Would you join, or die? That's kind of how it is with Christianity: You 
see salvation is God's elevator to Heaven for others to ride on. It cost Him 
dearly to build (John 3:16). So none of us deserve salvation (Rom 3:23). We 
didn't build it, Jesus did.  
 You can't earn a place in Heaven (Rom 4:1-4). You can only accept it 
as a gift from God (Eph 2:8), by joining in His company. If you refuse, 
you'll be thrown out (Matt 22:11-13). Justifiably so: you wouldn't allow any 
stranger who simply barges into your home to live there would you? They 
have no right to be there.  
 Trying to work your way to Heaven is like trying to walk up the stairs. 
Imagine how tired you would be about halfway up. And every time you sin, 
the sign at the next flight would say, "First Floor." But even the stairs belong 
to God (Ex 20:1-17).  
 Tired of climbing? No matter what floor you're on, you can sign-on 
with Jesus, by believing in Him (John 1:12), and accept the elevator ride, 
Absolutely Free. 

_________________________________________________ 
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God. 
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 What did you do during the war Gramps? As a child grows, 
Grampa wants him to know that he was a hero during the war. But because 
what he did in the war was technical, a child wouldn't understand. 
 Then one day, the boy grows up, and joins the Marines, just like 
Grampa. He comes home on leave, and they sit up until the sun rises, 
swapping stories about fighting in jungles, and bars, and sailing the sea. 
Now Grampa can tell him about the war in detail, and he will understand 
with a greater appreciation. 
 He goes back to his duty station and brags to his buddies that his 
grandfather fought alongside Chesty Puller at the "Frozen Chosen" in Korea: 
how knee-deep in blood, guts, and grenade pins, he saved his unit with his 
trusty bayonet. 
 Meanwhile, Grampa's face beams with pride while he tells the guys at 
the VFW, about the boy's exploits in the last conflict. The two have formed a 
common bond, and their pride in each other is evident to those around them.  
 This is what God wants with us. Angels can't provide that. They were 
created to be servants (Heb 1:13+14). He created us for companionship. Just 
as He created woman from man's flesh, as a companion for man (Gen 2:18-
23), He created mankind in His image (Gen 1:27), to have His Spirit, as a 
companion for Him (Eph 5:29-32).  
 He longs to talk to each of us about the things He's done, but many of 
us are too spiritually immature to appreciate His ways (Heb 5:11-14). Like a 
woman who spends all week baby-sitting children, but starves for adult 
conversation. It's not that she doesn't love children; it's that she needs 
companionship from someone who can relate to her, and understand. That's 
what God needs. 
 How about you? Don't think that you don't qualify because of sin. God 
loves you in spite of your sins (Rom 5:8). The reason Jesus died was so that 
they couldn't keep you from being God's companion (2 Cor 5:20+21). When 
you realize and accept that, you become a baby-Christian. He needs you to 
grow in your faith. 
 He'll be glorified as your pride in each other becomes evident to those 
around you. He wants your friendship, and you can give it, Absolutely Free.  

___________________________________________________ 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
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 Where's the beef? Suppose that you were a child, and you were 
sitting at a table that had bowls full of candy; every kind imaginable. But 
just as you reach for your favorite type, one of your parents say, "Don't you 
eat any candy!" 
 OK. So you sit there. You want to be good, but there's all that candy 
right in front of you. And you notice that a lot of the time, your parents aren't 
even paying attention to you. Meanwhile, several days go by, and they don't 
feed you. 
 Eventually, you're going to eat some aren't you? This is how many 
people perceive God: It's like He's not even paying attention to us; but when 
He does, He says, "Hey! Don't you do that!" Yet nothing is provided to 
satisfy the hunger, so sin is inevitable, and futility accompanies the desire to 
please God. Why even bother? 
 That's why it was necessary for God to come to us as Jesus. The man 
Jesus was an earthly container of God's Holy Spirit (Matt 12:18). Once He 
accepted the guilt of our sins (2 Cor 5:21), and allowed us to kill Him; the 
container was broken, and the Spirit was poured out upon men (Acts 2:17). 
You can be filled with that Spirit (Eph 5:18). This option wasn't available to 
anyone before Jesus came to save us. 
 It's like a seed, dying, being planted in the ground, and the essence, or 
spirit of that seed producing a plant with thousands of identical seeds on it 
(John 12:24). So the reason God doesn't want us filling ourselves with sin is 
that He doesn't want us to ruin our spiritual appetite. Now there is something 
to satisfy the hunger. 
 You are made up of spirit, flesh, and soul (2 Thess 5:23). Your soul, 
or mind makes the decisions that you will be held accountable for. Your 
spirit, and your flesh war against one another for control of your mind. One 
illustration of how that works is two angry dogs fighting for something: 
which one will win? The one you feed the most. 
 But suppose your parents set you before the candy, and say, "Have at 
it! Eat to your heart's desire." After a couple years of sugar-rush 
hyperactivity, you would be diagnosed as a toothless diabetic. Is that love?  
 No. So where's the beef? It's in the Bible: living on Jesus, the Word of 
God, is meat indeed (John 6:55), and it's Absolutely Free. 

____________________________________________ 
John 6:55 For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He 

that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him. 
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 It's all in your head. One day, a man talking to his neighbor in the 
driveway, says, "I have a confession to make: you're the sexiest woman I've 
ever met." She blushes, so he goes on; "You make me wish I wasn't married. 
In fact, when I'm alone with my wife, I secretly fantasize that I'm really with 
you." 
 "Is that so?" His wife's voice calls out from the garage.  
 Now do you suppose that she's going to be upset? But he's never 
actually slept with another woman. So does she have the right to be upset? 
 Suppose the neighbor was a centerfold-grade babe, and the wife was 
not. So the husband's excuse is, "I'm sorry Honey, but look at her. I'm not 
blind. I can't help noticing. I was just being honest." Should that make it 
OK?  
 No. According to the Bible, when you get married, you surrender the 
ownership of your body to your spouse (1 Cor 7:4). Suppose someone 
borrowed your car, and got 8 tickets for speeding, and running red lights. 
Wouldn't that make you angry? Now suppose they say, "Why are you upset? 
I didn't wreck it." 
 No, but they were dishonoring you, by doing things that you would 
disapprove of in your car. So, when you ogle some member of the opposite 
sex, you dishonor your spouse by doing things that they would disapprove 
of, in the body that is theirs. 
 Jesus said that if a man looks at a woman to lust after her, he's guilty 
of adultery (Matt 5:28). Don't get confused; it's not a sin to be tempted. Jesus 
was tempted, yet never sinned (Heb 4:15). It's OK to notice an attractive 
body. But when you stare, and begin to fantasize about that body, you're 
stepping into sin. 
 How about, "I can't help it?" Is that true? For some people, yes. After 
having submitted to the temptation to entertain sexual fantasies, they are 
powerless to resist. You become a slave to whom you obey (Rom 6:16).  
 If you become uncomfortable knowing that you're a slave, know that 
Jesus came to release the slaves (Luke 4:18). The power to resist temptation, 
comes from submitting to God (James 4:7). Jesus can set you free (John 
8:34). If you want to love your spouse absolutely, maybe it's time that you 
became Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
1Corinthians7:4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: 
and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 
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 Can a leopard change its spots? Dirt. What can you do with it? 
Seems like pretty useless stuff doesn't it? But consider the ceramics industry. 
Look at what they've done with dirt. From clay ashtrays, to vases, to 
elaborate sculptures.  
 Bricks. One by itself doesn't look like much, but many of the most 
magnificent buildings in the world are made of them; held together with 
mud. Now technology seems to be re-discovering the marvels of ceramics. 
We make ceramic cutting tools that are harder than steel, and electrical 
super-conductors. 
 So from the most primitive peoples on the earth, using clay to make 
pottery, to the arts, to the construction industry, to the most advanced of the 
scientific community; we're finding out that there's not a whole lot you can't 
do with dirt. 
 So what is the greatest thing that has ever been made out of dirt? You 
are. According to the Bible, God made man out of dirt (Gen 2:7, 3:19). None 
of the achievements of science have come close to that one. No intricate 
piece of porcelain in the world matches the attention to detail, and care that 
God has poured into you. Consider the complexity of the human anatomy. 
Just studying it is a science in itself. 
 Have you ever made anything out of clay? Have you ever tried to, but 
what you ended up with, didn't even look like what you were trying to 
make? Depressing, isn't it? So, when you reflect on how you turned out, do 
you feel like an exquisite masterpiece, or a lump of mud? What do you 
suppose God sees? 
 Well, a leopard can't change its spots, so you're stuck with what 
you've got, aren't you? No. God says that we are like clay. He is able to 
remold us (Jer 18:6). We can't change our spots, but He can. We just need to 
be moldable. It's difficult for God to work with someone who has a hard 
heart (Heb 3:7-11). 
 He sets before us the way of life, and the way of death (Jer 21:8). He 
admonishes us to choose the way of life (Jer 27:12), and says that He will 
straighten us out if we do (Jer 24:7). He's God. He can do that. But He wants 
you to be willing. 
 Jesus is the Way of life (John 14:6). Once you believe and accept the 
Gospel of His salvation, God will begin remodeling you, Absolutely Free. 

_____________________________________________ 
Genesis 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
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 Homophobia: fear of homosexuality. Also, a label tagged to people 
who don't accept homosexuality as appropriate behavior. 
 Hmm, that's odd. What if you're not afraid of it, but you don't agree 
that it's normal behavior? Why should you be labeled as someone who has a 
phobia: a mental condition of irrational fear? Is that fair? 
 For example, most people think that terrorism is wrong. Is that 
irrational terror-o-phobia? You might think that stealing is bad. Does that 
make you burglar-o-phobic? Are democrats “republican-o-phobic,” and 
republicans “democrat-o-phobic?” 
 Homosexuality is wrong (Rom 1:26+27). In fact, the Bible explicitly 
says that there is no place in Heaven for homosexuals (1 Cor 6:9). But if you 
preach that today, you'll be considered a hate-filled hypocrite. After all, 
Christ accepts everyone (Rom 10:13), and He calls us to love one another 
(Mark 12:29-31); Yet Christians refuse to accept and acknowledge the 
homosexual lifestyle. Isn't that disobedience? 
 No. Let's say you have a relative who confesses to murder. Yet you 
still love them. Does that mean that murder is OK? God says that 
homosexuality is an abomination (Lev 18:22). He didn't say, "Unless of 
course you love a homosexual." It's not a genetic condition. It's a spiritual 
condition, and it's changeable (1 Cor 6:11). 
 So does that make them worse than any other kind of sinner? No. He 
also says that if you break one of His laws, you are guilty of breaking them 
all (James 2:10+11). The passage that says homos won't go to Heaven, also 
says neither will adulterers, thieves, drunks, or revilers. Another passage 
includes liars, kidnappers, whoremongers, and anything else that ain't right 
(1 Tim 1:10). Anyone feel left out?  
 Let he who is without sin cast the first stone. Uh, that would be Jesus. 
But He didn't come to condemn (John 3:17), He came to save. If you know 
someone who struggles with homosexuality, or any other habitual sin, know 
that Jesus came to, and can, rescue them from the power of that sin, and set 
them Absolutely Free. 

_______________________________________________ 
James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all. 11 For He that said, do not commit adultery, said 
also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 

become a transgressor of the law. 
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 "He who lives in a glass house should not throw stones." 
Confucius.  
 Imagine watching a high school track event. As a kid on your team is 
running past where the opposing team stands, one of them trips him. 
Because of fatigue, he doesn't realize that he was tripped. He just thinks that 
he stumbled. 
 Sitting in the stands, you know that it's not his fault, and so you stand 
and shout, "Get up! You can do it! Go go for it! It ain't over!" But he can't 
hear you for all the kids from the other team encircling him, jeering him. 
 They tell him that he's worthless, and they laugh at him and kick him. 
They call him names, and tell him that he has let his whole team down. And 
he believes them, wants to cry, and just wants to quit and accept the shame. 
 The Bible tells us that we are surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses, so we should cast off anything that could hinder us, and run our 
race (Heb 12:1). Who are they? The spirits of men and women of God who 
went before us (Heb 11).  
 For some, knowing that there is an audience watching them is an 
opportunity to show off, and become a hero. But others are mortified that 
someone can see every time they fail. That's because the enemy tells them 
that they're failures. 
 Yes, they see every time that we fail. But they also see the enemy 
cheating. The Bible tells us that people don't just sin: they are lured into sin 
by temptation (2 Tim 2:26). They are tricked, and trapped, and then 
convinced that it's all their fault. 
 When you fail, the crowd is still cheering for you. They want you to 
get up. They're not disgusted by your weakness. They were weak too (Ps 
51:3). 
 Feel like quitting, like you're less than God would have you be? It 
would be nice if you could see the crowd in the stands cheering you on. But 
they're invisible (Col 1:15+16). So is the enemy (Eph 6:12). And the enemy 
is very busy distracting you from the truth of God's Word, with thoughts of 
discouragement (2 Cor 10:4+5). 
 They're lies. God never discouraged anyone from trying to do their 
best. And if we trip and fall, He's happy to forgive us, through Jesus, 
Absolutely Free. 

______________________________________________ 
Hebrews 12:1 WHEREFORE, seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 

doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, 
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 "She blinded me with science!" Thomas Dolby, 1982. There are 2 
types of scientific principles: Theory and Law. A theory is where someone 
says, "I think it works this way." When someone proves a theory, it becomes 
a law. 
 For example, Sir Isaac Newton noticed how planets orbit the sun, and 
called it gravitational pull. That was his theory anyway. Then he performed 
experiments, proving his theory, and science adopted the "Law of Gravity." 
 He didn't invent gravity, but proved it. He had to, because a mere 
theory doesn't prove anything. Let's look at the scientific laws of 
"Thermodynamics." 
 1. "In any process, the change in a system's internal energy is equal to 
the heat absorbed from the environment, minus the work done on the 
environment." Or, an ice cube in a bowl of hot water will melt because of 
heat absorbed. Energy isn't created or destroyed, but transferred as heat or 
work. 
 2. "In any system the entropy cannot decrease." For example, a 
burning match: the wood is fuel. The charcoal is entropy. As long as the 
match burns, it will only gain entropy, and lose fuel. Everything in the 
natural universe deteriorates. 
 3. "All bodies at absolute zero would have the same entropy." 
Absolute zero would be no heat produced, no energy exerted, no waste 
resulting. Or all heat expired, all energy transferred, everything is useless, or 
waste. 
 So the universe could not have always existed, it would have, eons 
ago, burned itself out. And it would defy the laws of nature for it to have 
created itself. So something that supersedes natural had to create it. 
 Viola: Scientific proof of the existence of God. First, God created it 
(Gen 1:1). It was at "absolute zero" (Gen 1:2), and He lit it (Gen 1:3), and 
the laws of thermodynamics, are man's observation of it being in the process 
of burning out ever since. 
 Knowledge and wisdom are gifts from God. When you try to turn 
them against God, you become a fool (Rom 1:21+22), because "The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge (Prov 1:7)." False wisdom is not true 
science (1 Tim 6:20). And if you ask, God will give you wisdom (James 
1:5). Absolutely Free. 

________________________________________ 
1 Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, 

avoiding the vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 


